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INTRODUCTION

The Harbour of Rye has the unique status o f being the only 

Harbour owned by the National Rivers Authority, a responsibility 

which derives from the Harbour’s special importance to 

agriculture. Historically it w as man s continuing efforts w hich 

reclaimed 27,000 ha o f fertile land from the sea to create Romney 

Marsh. Through the centuries both land drainage and navigation 

have depended on the maintenance of a clear river mouth, 

constantly challenged by siltation and the coastal drift o f shingle.

Since time immemorial, and in contrast to other Cinque Ports o f 

“stranded pride”, the Harbour o f  Rye has survived on its merits as 

an active and useful port in peace and war. Today, it provides 

moorings for an active fleet o f inshore trawlers and for some 500 

small pleasure boats. The privately owned wharfs handle cargoes 

o f timber, grain, aggregates, rubber and fertilizers as a result o f 500 

visits a year by cargo vessels.

To assist in discharging these responsibilities the NRA employs a 

Harbour Master and Assistant Harbour Master. The Authority is 

guided in its responsibilities by an Advisory Committee composed 

o f harbour users and representatives o f  organisations having an 

interest in the running o f  the Harbour.

National Rivers Authority 
information Centre 
Head Office
Class N o_______ _ 

Accession N o __ ]
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WELCOME TO RYE

Regular visitors to the port o f Rye will 
know that it is tidal. Bearing this in mind 
it is advisable not to sail into the port 
earlier than two hours before high water, 
or more than three hours later. All vessels 
will take the ground, generally into soft 
mud.

A warm welcome is always extended 
to visiting yachts. Craft up to 15 metres 
can be accommodated alongside the 
quay at the Strand. Rye, whereas vessels 
in excess o f 15 metres are requested to 
make prior arrangements with the 
Harbour Master.

Rye maintains visitors’ moorings in the 
town and at timber staging adjacent to 
the Harbour Master’s Office. Fresh water 
is available at both sites.

Toilet and shower amenities are 
available at the Harbour Master’s Office, 

and public toilets at Strand Quay.
Two public slipways are on standby for 

vessels wishing to carry out repairs, and 
cradles are available at private yards 
(max lift 20 tonnes). Details o f these 
facilities can be obtained from the 
Harbour Office.

Gas, oil 
or petrol 
can easily 
be obtained 
from local 
riverside 
suppliers

f ishing vessel moorings together
with the latest charts and items of 
chandlery.

Rye is well served by food stores

which are generally open from 0900 
until 1730 hours.

Numerous restaurants provide tasty 
fare within town limits, but visitors are 
advised to book in advance.

In addition to a busy bus terminus. Rye 
has a railway station, with trains usually 
departing for Dmdon every hour, except 
Sunday, wrhen every two hours.

Should bad luck strike, repairs to 
engine and hull structures can be quickly 
completed by local engineers and 
craftsmen. Full 
details are 
available from 
the Harbour 
Master.

When 
arriving from 
foreign or UK 
ports, vessels 
should first 
stop at the 
staging at the 
Harbour 
Master’s Slrarui Quay
Office, and report to the office staff for 
berthing instructions.

HM Customs & Excise have an office 
within the Harbour Master’s building, 
and visitors from foreign ports will be 
asked to complete customs procedures 
before proceeding up river to Rye.

We hope you enjoy your stay in Rye. 
Details o f places of interest to visit can be 
obtained from the Tourist Information 
Office, Strand Quay, Rye, telephone 
Rye(0797)226696.

2



RYE'S HISTORY

Rye, built on a sandstone rock rising 
above the surrounding marsh, is naturally 
encompassed by three rivers, the Brede, 
Tillingham, and Rother. Chartered in 
1289, the town has suffered sporadic 
raids by the French. In 1377, the town 
was burnt to the ground and the St Mary’s 
Church bells stolen. The following year a 
counter-raid was made on two towns in 
Normandy when the bells were 
recovered. In 1573, Queen Elizabeth 
visited the town and named it Rye Royal. 
John Wesley visited in 1773 and was 
disturbed at the population’s occupation 
of smuggling.

Landgate -  part o f the 
old town wall

The original Cinque Ports were first 
chartered about 1155 during the reign of 
Henry U. Rye and Winchclsea were 
originally attached to Hastings but with 
the decline of that port, were given 
special status as Head Ports The old 
town wall is still in existence at various 
parts of the town. The population in 1986 
was approximately 4,6()() with the main 
occupation being fishing and light industry.Rock Channel moorings
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PLACES OF INTEREST

Rye Town Model:
Scale model o f Rye where visitors will receive 
a history o f Rye complete with light and sound 
effects — foot o f Mermaid Street.

Parish Church:
Built between 1150 and 

1300. Contains one o f 
the oldest working clocks 

in the country. TVoquarter 
boys above main entrance 

strike the quarters.

Rye Museum:

Archives collection. All linked with Rye over 
the centuries. Covers shipping, ship building, 
Militaria, the Cinque Ports confederation etc.
4 Church Square, tel (0797 ) 223254.

Mermaid Street:
Home of the 
7(M) year old 
Mermaid Hotel.

Town Hall:
Completed in 1743 
contains town treasures 
and ceremonial places.
Contact Town Sargeant 
at Town Hall, Market 
Street. Tel (0797) 223902.

( Photographs supplied by Frank Palmer, Rye Town Council)

Potteries:
Numerous potteries 

| where traditional pottery 
items can be purchased.

PLACES TO VISIT OUTSIDE OF RYE

Steam trains running on 20 miles of track 
through the Kent Countryside

Kent and East 
Sussex Railway:

Tel Ten ter den 2943
Military Canal:

Completed in 1807 as a defence against 
French invasion. National Trust property.

Romney, Hythe and 
Dymchurch Railway:
Neiv Romney 62353

Narrow gauge rail system 
across Romney Marsh to 
Dungencss lighthouse.

Bodiam Castle:
Bodiam
( 11 miles from Rye)

Beautiful castle complete 
with moat. Built in 1386. 
A must for the children.
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PORT OF RYE APPROACHES

Vessels entering Rye Bay should follow 
the coast from Dungeness coming from 
the east or Fairlight coming from the 
west, keeping at least 2 miles offshore 
until Rye Fairway buoy is reached ( Spher 
RW FI 10 secs), pos 149° T 1.8 miles from 
the Harbour 
entrance.
Anchorage 5fm at 
MLWS. Care should 
be taken as 
numerous gill nets, 
usually marked by 
dan buoys are set 
the bay. The 
M.O.D. has a firing 
range to the East of the Harbour entrance 
with a prohibited zone. Mariners should 
follow instructions given by control craft.

The entrance is 42 metres (140 feet) 
wide and is recognised by a conspicuous 
tripod beacon ( FI 5 secs Red ) 30 metres 
seaward of the West Groyne which is 240 
metres seaward of the Fast Pier with light 
post (Qk FI. (9  ) 15 secs.). The channel

virtually dries and is liable to change.
The Fast Pier submerges at HWS and is 
marked by starboard hand beacons.
There is a strong eddy inside the Fast Pier 
during the flood stream.

Inside the entrance the channel 
narrows to 30 
metres and runs 
straight for half a 
mile ( 329° T ) to 
Rye Harbour 
Village where there 
is an inner leading 
light (Occ WCi 4 
secs.). Strict 
attention should be 

paid to port hand beacons (four with Qk 
FI. Red) which mark a training wall on 
the west side of the channel ( submerged 
at + 2.4 metres ( 8 feet) O.D.N.).

The River Rother has a strong flood 
stream up to 5 knots, and because the 
Harbour dries out, it should not be 
approached earlier than 2 nours before 
high water or later than 3 hours after.

Paddle steamer leaving Rye

TIDAL INFORMATION

Duration of mean rise at Rye Harbour.

Springs
Neaps

3 hrs 15 mins.
5 hrs (M) mins.

Latest observations suggest the position 
of the channel has stabilised approx 50 
metres eastwards from the tripod 
beacon. Average depth in the channel at 
entrance:

at MHWS 5'/2 metres (19 2ft) 
at MHWN 4‘/2 metres ( 15ft)

Longest vessel permitted 235 ft (71.6m) 
with maximum draft 13*/2 ft (4.12m). 
Vessels in excess of 225 ft LO.A. are 
restricted to daylight navigation only.

DISTANCE FROM RYE

n.m. 
Boulogne: 32 
Folkestone: 22 
Dover: 26
Ramsgate: 41

n.m. 
Newhaven: 32 
Brighton: 39 
Dunkirk: 63 
St Valery: 55
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MAP OF HARBOUROF RYE AND INFORMATION

HARBOUR LIGHTS & SIGNALS

LEADING MARKS
Inner leading Light — Occulting Green 4 
secs, with white sector 326° — 321° T.

TIDE SIGNALS
Shown from Harbour Office 3/4 mile 
inside harbour entrance on East bank. 
Night — 7—10 feet on bar Fixed Green; 
Over 10 feet on bar Fixed Purple.
Day — none but horizontal timbers on 
tripod beacon at harbour entrance 
indicate plus 5', plus 10', plus 15 above 
Ordnance Datum.

TRAFFIC SIGNALS
Day and Night Qk.Fl. Yellow above 
Harbour Office and at west end of 
Admiralty Jetty denote immediate 
shipping movement into or out o f 
harbour. Day — on flagstaff yard arms 
behind Harbour Office denotes expected 
shipping movements on tide. One Black 
Ball — ship arriving from sea. Two Black

Balls side by side — ship sailing. Three 
Black Balls in a Triangle — ships arriving 
and sailing

FOG SIGNALS
East Pierhead Whistle ever)’ 7 secs.

VHF RADIO
Call sign “Rye Harbour Radio”. Channels 
16.14 0900-1700 daily.

PILOTS
Call “Rye Pilots”. Pilots attend station 
when vessels expected -  ETA 24 hours in 
advance. Vessels fitted with VHF Radio 
should set watch on Channel 14 when 
arriving and sailing from Rye and call for 
instructions on traffic movements.

COASTGUARD
“Dover Coastguard”. VHF Channels 
16.80: broadcast Ch 11, 10 mins and 40 
mins past hour.
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COMMERCIAL SHIPPING

Some 500 ships visit Rye each year 
importing timber, stone, fertilizer and 
general cargoes. Exports include grain 
and general cargoes. Ships berth at 
Alsford's Wharf on the West Bank some
I mile from the entrance. The wharf is 
some 600 ft long and vessels up to 235 ft 
L.O.A. can be accommodated. Fresh 
water is available in the quay and 
arrangements can be made for disposing 
o f oily waste.

Another commercial wharf is Rye Marine 
Wharf, situated 2 miles from entrance on 
West Bank.
This is used \
by vessels 
engaged in 
importing 
marine 
aggregate.

Alsford's Wharf

W H A R F
Shipping Manager — T. I lulme 

General Manager -  R. Bull

C R A N A G E  
Hours o f  work

A G E N T S
Agency Manager — A. Law

Tel (0797) 222501

J. Alsford Ltd., Rye Harbour Road, 
Rye, East Sussex TN31 7TE

2 Rapier 6 (T )
07.30 hrs 17.00 hrs 
Overtime by arrangement

Freight Express -  Seacon Co Ltd., 
Rye Vaults, H Market Street, Rye 
Tel (0797) 222741 Telex 957166 
Fax 224125

S Williams 
L Fitch

REPAIRS

C U S TO M S

Rycon Shipping and Forw arding Ltd., 
Rycon Warehouse, Harbour Road, Rye 
Harbour. Sussex Tel (0797) 222747 
Fax 224125

lx>cally

Officer based at Rye Tel ( 0797 ) 223110

IMPORTANT -  RABIES WARNING
You are not allowed to land an animal in this country unless quarantine arrangements have 
been made. British laws require any animal on a yacht or boat to be securely confined 
on board  below decks all the time the boat is in the harbour or port.

The penalty for breaking the laws can be an unlimited fine and one year's imprisonment. 

RABIES KILLS -  OBEY THE QUARANTINE LAWS.
Issued by East Sussex County Council in the interests of safety.
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OTHER ORGANISATIONS/BODIES
Rye Harbour Sailing Club 

Boat Owners Association

Rye Harbour Nature Reserve 

Rye Water Ski Club 

Rye Windsurfing School

R.Y.A. Sailing Instruction

Hospital

Weather

Hon. Sec. Ian Foster Tel (0797 ) 224597

A.C. Miller, 4 Rye View, Rye Harbour 
Tel (0797) 223483

Warden: Dr B Yates Tel (0797) 223862

A. Rabbit Tel (0732) 850662

Margaret Meadowcrolt 
Tel (058050) 3438

Castle Water, Audrey Wright
Tel (0424) 7545‘78 (0797) 222329
(0797)225548 (0797)223176

Royal Hast Sussex (24 hour Casualty)
Tel (0424) 434513

Marine (.all Area 6, Channel East 
Tel (0898) 500456

NAMES ANDADDRESSES

H ARBO U R A U T H O R IT Y

National Rivers Authority 
(Southern Region)
Guildbourne House,
Chatsworth Road,
Worthing,
West Sussex BN 11 1LD

R E G IO N A L  G ENERAL M ANAGER 

Grainger Davies Esq.

H ARBO UR MASTER

Carl Bagwell 
Harbour Office,
( Camber,
East Sussex TN31 7QS 
Tel: Rye (0797) 225225

P ILO TAG E
A U T H O R IT Y

National Rivers Authority 
(Southern Region)

P ILO TS

J. Heyes Tel: (0424) 812440 
C. Bagwell Tel: (0797) 225225 
N. Jardine Tel: (0797) 225225

H.M. CUSTOM S 

P. Kelsall Tel: (0747) 223110
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HARBOUR OF RYE BYELAWS -
S o u th e rn  Reg,or, RELATING TO VESSELS ENTERING, USING OR LEAVING 

THE HARBOUR OF RYE

T h e  Water Act (1989) transferred the Rye Harbour functions o f the Southern Water Auth­
o rity  to the National Rivers Authority from September 1, 1989. All references to Southern 
W ater Authority should be read as references to the Southern Region o f  the National 
R ivers Authority.

The Southern Water Authority after consultation with the Harbour of Rye Advisory Committee in 
accordance with article 2 9 (7 ) o f the Harbour o f Rye Revision Order 1976 and in exercise of the 
powers conferred upon it by article 19 of the said Order and section 83 of the Harbour, Docks, and 
Piers Clauses Act 1847 and o f all other powers enabling it in that behalf, hereby makes the 
following byelaws to be observed in the Harbour o f Rye.

PRELIMINARY
Citation

1. These byelaws may be cited as the Harbour o f Rye Byelaws 1979-

Com m encem ent and revocation
2. These byelaws shall come into operation on the expiration of one month from the date o f the 

confirmation hereof by the Minister of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food and with effect from the 
date when these byelaws come into operation the existing byelaws relating to the Harbour and 
made and confirmed by the former Commissioners of the Harbour of Rye on the 18th day of 
April 1893 are hereby revoked.

Interpretation
3. ( a ) The following words and expressions shall have the meanings hereinafter assigned to them,

namely:
“ the Harbour” means the Harbour o f Rye as defined in article 2( 1) of the Harbour o f Rye 
Revision Order 1976;
“the Authority” means the Southern Water Authority;
“the Harbour Master” means the Harbour Master for the Harbour or any other officer 
appointed by the Authority and includes any person having authority to act in such 
capacity;
“the master” when used in connection with a vessel means any person, whether the owner 
or not, having or taking the command, charge or management of the vessel for the time 
being;
“petroleum" and “petroleum spirit” shall have the meanings assigned to them by the 
Petroleum (Consolidation) Act 1928;
“power driven vessel” includes any vessel propelled by machinery;
“vessel” includes any vessel, ship, lighter, keel barge, boat, raft, pont<x)n, hovercraft, hydro­
foil vessel and craft o f any kind howsoever navigated, propelled or moved and any seaplane 
on the surface o f the water;
“under way" when used in relation to a vessel means when she is not at anchor or moored 
or made fast to the shore or aground, and includes a vessel dropping up or down the 
Harbour with her anchor on the ground.

(b )  Nothing in these byelaws shall be taken to limit, restrict or remove any right, power, 
obligation or offence created, conferred or imposed by any enactment, statutory instrument 
or byelaw not hereby repealed.

BYELAWS RELATING TO NAVIGATION
Vessels to be navigated with care and caution

4. The master o f a vessel navigating the Harbour shall navigate the vessel with care and caution 
and in such manner as shall not cause annoyance to the occupants of any other vessel or cause 
damage or danger to any other vessel or to any moorings or other property.
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Avoidance o f dredging, diving and other works
5. The master of a vessel shall cause her:

( i ) Co be kept clear of dredgers or other craft engaged in the laying or retrieving of moorings, 
navigational works or salvage works authorised by the Authority, and

( i i ) to be navigated with care and caution and at a speed and in such manner as not to cause 
injun to or endanger the lives of persons engaged in underwater work.

Vessels used for fishing
6. The master of a vessel shall not use or permit her to be used for drift, trawl or other net fishing 

in any part of the harbour.

Vessels sunk, abandoned, adrift or damaged
7. (a ) The master of every vessel which through accident or other cause has sunk in the Harbour

shall forthwith give to the Harbour Master notice thereof and o f the position of such vessel.
( b ) Hie owner or master o f a vessel which has been abandoned or has gone adrift or is missing 

from her moorings in the Harbour shall notify the Harbour Master of the relevant facts as 
soon as practicable.

( c )  The master o f a vessel which has been in collision with another vessel in the Harbour 
resulting in damage to another vessel shall forthwith give notice in writing delivered to the 
owner or other person in charge of that vessel.

(d )  Hie master of a vessel which is attached to another vessel for the purpose of towing or 
manoeuvring the same shall forthwith give notice to the Harbour Master in the event of 
such other vessel sinking through accident or other cause.

( e )  The master o f a vessel shall forthwith report to the Harbour Master any collision in which 
the vessel is involved in the Harbour with any other vessel or harbour installation or the 
cutting adrift of any navigation mark buoy or m<x>ring buoy.

Charge o f  vessels under way
8. The master of a vessel when under way in the Harbour shall ensure that at least one competent 

person is constantly on board for the navigation and management thereof.

Regulations for preventing collisions
9. The Regulations for Preventing Collisions at Sea now in force, or as amended from time to time, 

made by Orders in Council in pursuance o f the Merchant Shipping Act 1894 shall apply to the 
Harbour and to the vessels navigating and being therein, with the exception that vessels secured 
to permanent moorings in the Harbour shall not be required to display lights.

Unseaworthy vessels
10. No person shall cause a vessel lo navigate the Harbour in an unsafe or unseaworthy condition 

except as may be necessary for her safety and that o f her crew, and she shall then proceed to 
such place as may be indicated by the Harbour Master.

Entering and leaving the Harbour
11. No master of a vessel shall cause his vessel to enter or leave the Harbour against the direction 

of the Harbour Master.

Charge o f  anchored vessels
12. (a ) Without prejudice to the provisions o f sub paragraph (b ) of this byelaw, the master o f a

vessel shall, if required by the Harbour Master so to do, cause at least one responsible 
person to be on board at all times while such vessel is moored or anchored in the Harbour 

(b ) The master o f a sea-going vessel o f more than SO tonnes (49 tons) register shall cause at 
least one responsible person to be on board the vessel at all times while such vessel is 
moored or anchored in the Harbour.

Obstructions o f navigation
13- No master of a vessel shall, except in an emergency, anchor or moor or berth his vessel in such 

a manner as to obstruct any navigation channel

Vessels not to make fast to others
14. No master of a vessel shall, except in an emergency, make fast to any vessel without the 

permission of the master of such other vessel, unless ordered to do so by the Harbour Master.

11



No anchor to be put down except in em ergency
15. No anchor shall be put down from any vessel whether at moorings or in any other place in the 

Harbour cxccpt:
( i ) in an emergency,
( i i )  for the purpose o f swinging, or
(iii)w ith  the previous sanction of the Harbour Master.
Any anchor put down in an emergency shall be taken up as soon as practicable. The master of a 
vessel which has slipped, parted from or lost any anchor, chain or cable within the Harbour 
limits shall forthwith give notice thereof to the Harbour Master and of the position o f such 
anchor, chain or cable and if the Harbour Master so directs shall cause such anchor, chain or 
cable to be recovered as s<x>n as practicable.

Vessels to have their names marked on  them
16. The master o f every vessel which is usually kept in the Harbour shall cause it to have a name 

which shall be conspicuously marked on its bows or on each side and on its stern.

BYELAWS RELATING TO GOODS
Access across vessels

17. The master o f a vessel shall allow free access across and over the deck o f such vessel when 
berthed alongside in the Harbour for goods to be shipped or unshipped into and from others 
vessels.

Goods unloaded not to obstruct pier
18. No person responsible for the loading o f goods into a vessel or for the unloading of goods from 

a vessel shall deposit such goods on any pier, quay or wharf in such a way as to obstruct the free 
and safe use o f the pier, quay or wharf or any crane, mooring post or fixture thereon.

BYELAWS RELATING TO FIRES AND STORAGE OF PETROL OR ANY 
OTHER INFLAMMABLE FUEL OR INFLAMMABLE GAS

Fires
19. (a ) No master o f a vessel which has any fire alight or naked light on board shall allow her to

come or be alongside any vessel loading or unloading petroleum except with the permis­
sion o f and after compliance with such conditions as may be imposed by the Harbour 
Master.

(b )  No person shall smoke, or use matches or any appliances whatsoever for producing igni­
tion, at or near any place where loading or discharging o f petroleum spirit or ballast water, 
gas freeing or tank cleaning is being carried out.

Storage o f  petrol, inflammable fuel and inflammable gas
20. No person shall carry or store or cause to be carried or stored on any vessel within the Harbour 

any petrol or other inflammable fuel or inflammable gas in any receptacle other than a recept­
acle specifically constructed for the purpose of carry ing or storing the petrol or other inflam­
mable fuel or inflammable gas and originally intended by the manufacturer o f the receptacle for 
that purpose.

BYELAWS RELATING TO THE CONSTRUCTION, INSTALLATION OR 
MAINTENANCE OF ENGINES IN OR ON  BOATS

Engine installation to com ply with standards
21. No person shall permit to remain in the Harbour any vessel having any engine installation 

which docs not by reason o f its construction or its installation comply with the recognised code 
of engine practice issued for the time being by the Ship and Boat Builders National Federation 
or with other acceptable standards
Save and except that in cases of vessels already in use on the date these byelaws come into 
operation it shall be a defence to any action under this byelaw to show that all reasonable steps 
have been taken to comply with the said standards and that to comply in every detail would 
cause unreasonable expense.
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Silencing noi.se o f  exhaust o f  engines o f  vessels
22. No master o f a vessel propelled by or equipped with an internal combustion engine shall 

navigate or operate such vessel in the Harbour unless such engine is fitted with a silencer, 
expansion chamber or other contrivance suitable and sufficient for reducing as far as may be 
reasonable the noise caused by the escape of exhaust gases from the engine.

GENERALLY
Inspection

23 The master of any vessel in the Harbour shall when so required by the Harbour Master afford 
every reasonable facility to enable the Harbour Master to ascertain whether or not these 
byelaws are duly observed.

Drinks or drugs
24. A person shall not navigate any vessel within the Harbour whilst under the influence o f drink or 

drugs to such an extent as to be incapable o f taking proper control of the vessel.

Obstruction o f  officers
25. No person shall intentionally obstruct any officer of the Authority in the execution o f his duty 

in or about the Harbour.

Sounding o f  sirens
26. No person shall sound or use or cause or suffer to be sounded or used in the Harbour a siren, 

steam hooter, trumpet, distress rocket, or other instrument or appliance for producing alarm 
signals on any occasion or for any purpose other than in connection with navigation or distress 
or bona fide testing.

Speed o f  vessels
27. The master of any power driven vessel shall not, subject to the requirements of maintaining 

adequate steerage way and control, suffer or cause her to be navigated or driven other than 
dead slow through, approaching or leaving mooring areas, nor at a speed exceeding six knots 
over the bed of the river elsewhere in the Harbour
Provided that this byelaw shall not apply to any vessel on any occasion when it is being used:
( i )  for Authority, police, fire-fighting or rescue operations in circumstances where such speed 

limit would be likely to hinder the use of the vessel for the purpose for which it was being 
used on that occasion, or

( i i )  in conformity with any byelaw or byelaws made by the Authority relating to water skiing, 
aquaplaning or any similar activity in the Harbour.

Buoys, marks, beacons, etc.
28. No person shall trespass on, make fast to, or interfere with, any light, beacon, sea-mark, navi­

gational buoy or mark, racing buoy, or tide pole within the Harbour

Breaking up o f vessels
29. No person shall cause or permit any vessel to be broken up within the Harbour limits except 

with the written permission o f the Harbour Master and at such place as he shall appoint and 
subject to such other terms and conditions as he may stipulate.

Rubbish and refuse
30. (a )  No person shall deposit within the Harbour limits whether or not from any vessel or

houseboat any rubbish (including ballast, stones, earth, clay or other refuse and any other 
abandoned article or materials whether liquid or solid but not including any substance the 
discharge or escape o f which into the Harbour is subject to the provisions o f the Preven­
tion o f Oil Pollution Act 1971 ) other than in such receptacles as may be provided for that 
purpose.

( b ) In this byelaw reference to any material, whether liquid or solid, shall not be interpreted as 
a reference to sewage discharged from any vessel or houseboat, but shall be interpreted to 
include bath waste, sink waste or detergent.

D igging o f  bait
31- No person shall in any part of the Harbour dig for lugworm. ragworm. or any form of fishing bait 

within 16 metres (52 feet) of any mooring or within 7 metres (23 feet) of any pile, beacon, 
mark, hard, causeway, jetty, quay, wharf or similar structure.
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Prevention o f  obstruction by vehicles
32. No person shall without first obtaining the consent o f the Harbour Master, place or leave or 

cause to be placed or left any vehicle at or upon the piers, quays, wharves or roads of the 
Harbour or at or upon any property of the Authority except at authorised parking places; 
provided always that such consent shall not be required in respect of a vehicle engaged in the 
business o f the loading, unloading or carriage of goods. In every case such vehicle shall be 
placed or left in a position which will not interfere with the free and uninterrupted passage of 
any other vehicle or with the proper conduct o f the Harbour

As to lighting o f  veh icles in Harbour
33. Every person who shall use or cause or permit to be used any vehicle other than a hover­

craft on any road within the Harbour limits shall cause such vehicle to be lighted and kept 
lighted with the same lamps and in the same manner as if such place were a road to which the 
Road Traffic Act 1972 or any enactment for the time being re-enacting or amending the same 
replies.

Control o f  dogs
34. Every person having a dog within the Harbour limits shall keep the dog at all times under 

proper control and so as not to cause annoyance to any person or damage to property.

As to payment o f  Harbour fees
35. In the event o f the master o f a vessel which is liable to any Harbour due levied by the Authority, 

other than a due which is assessed at a rate for a period o f more than one month, failing to make 
payment o f such due within twenty-four hours of the vessel entering the Harbour or imme­
diately prior to the vessel leaving the Harbour, whichever is the sooner, the master shall 
remove the vessel from the Harbour on the expiration o f not less than three hours’ notice to 
pay the due given by the Harbour Master and shall not re-enter or attempt to re-enter the 
Harbour, other than in an emergency, until the due is paid or unless the Harbour Master gives 
consent.

Prevention o f  obstruction generally
36. No person shall without the consent of the Harbour Master bring, place or leave or permit to be 

brought, placed, or left any vessel, goods, or articles o f any description upon the piers, quays, 
wharves or roads o f the Harbour, or at or upon any property o f the Authority.
VC ithout prejudice to the generality o f the foregoing no person shall cause or permit any 
obstruction on or to the approach of the said piers, quays and wharves or within a space of 
8 metres (26 feet) wide from the water frontage thereof so as to prevent the mooring and 
unmooring or loading and unloading of vessels.

Pow er o f  rem oval
37. For the enforcement o f byelaws 32 and 36 and without prejudice to the provisions of byelaw 

38 the Authority shall have power to remove any vessel, goods, rubbish, article or vehicle so 
brought, placed or left without consent as aforesaid and to recover the costs of so doing and of 
berthing or storing the same from the owner or other person having effective control of the 
same as a civil debt in any court of competent jurisdiction. The Authority shall not. whether 
such consent shall have been given or not, be or become liable to make g(x>d any loss or 
damage to any vessel, goods, rubbish, article or vehicle so brought, placed or left or removed 
by them as aforesaid.

Penalties
38 (a )  Any person contravening any of these byelaws shall be liable on summary conviction to a 

fine not exceeding fifty pounds and in the case o f a continuing offence to a further fine not 
exceeding five pounds for each day during which the offence continues after conviction 
thereof.

(b )  VC here the commission by any person o f an offence under these byelaws is due to the act 
or default o f some other person, that other person shall be guilty o f the offence; and a 
person may be charged with and convicted of an offence by virtue of this byelaw whether 
or not proceedings for the offence are taken against any other person.

( c ) In any proceedings for an offence under these- byelaws, it shall be a defence for the person 
charged to prove:
( i )  that he took all reasonable precautions and exercised all due diligence to avoid the
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commission o f such an offence, or
( i i )  that he had a reasonable excuse for his act or failure to act.
(d )  If in any case the defence provided by sub paragraph ( c ) ( i )  o f this byelaw involves the 

allegation that the commission of the offence was due to the act or default o f another 
person, the person charged shall not, without leave o f the Court, be entitled to rely on that 
defence unless, within a period ending seven clear days before the hearing, he has served 
on the prosecutor a notice in writing giving such information identifying or assisting in the 
identification o f that person as was then in his possession.

IN WITNESS whereof the Common Seal of the Southern Water Authority was hereunto affixed on the 
twenty-seventh day of October 1977 in the presence of:

BYELAWS RELATING TO WATER SKIING IN THE HARBOUR OF RYE
The Water Act (1989) transferred the Rye Harbour functions o f  die Southern Water Auth­
ority to the National Rivers Authority from September 1, 1989. All references to Southern 
Water Authority should be read as references to the Southern Region o f  the National 
Rivers Authority.

The Southern Water Authority after consultation with the Harbour of Rye Advisory Commitee in 
accordance with article 29 (7) of the Harbour o f Rye Revision Order 1976 and in exercise of the 
powers conferred upon it by article 19 of the said ( )rder and Section H.A of the Harbours Docks and 
Piers Clauses Act 1847 and of all other powers enabling it in that behalf, hereby makes the 
following byelaw to be observed in the Harbour of Rye.

Citation and commencement
1 This byelaw may be cited as the Harbour o f Rye (Control o f Water Skiing) Byelaw 1979 and 

shall come into operation on the expiration o f one month from the date o f the confirmation 
hereof by the Minister of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food.

Interpretation
2. The following words and expressions shall have the meanings hereinafter assigned to them, 

namely:
“the Harbour" means the Harbour o f Rye as defined in article 2( 1 ) of the Harbour o f Rye 
Revision Order 1976;
“the Authority" means the Southern Water Authority;
“the Harbour Master" means the Harbour Master for the Harbour or any other officer appointed 
by the Authority and includes any person having authority to act in such capacity.

G. D. NICHOLSON (SGD) 
Authorised Officer

The Minster o f Agriculture, Fisheries and Fcxxl hereby 
confirms the foregoing Byelaws as modified

Signed by Authority o f the Minister o f Agriculture. Fisheries and Fcxxl

C. R CANN(SGD)

Date: 13July 1979 
Assistant Secretary in the Ministry of Agriculture, Fisheries and Fcxxl.
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Water skiing and aquaplaning
3 No person shall engage in water skiing, aquaplaning or any similar activity or in the towing of 

any person or persons anywhere within the Harbour except:
( i )  upstream of the Monkbretton Railway Bridge,
( i i ) with the written permission of the Harbour Master, and
( i i i ) subject to any terms and conditions which may be imposed.

Penalty
4. Any person contravening this byelaw shall be liable on summary conviction to a fine not 

exceeding fifty pounds

IN WI TNESS whereof the Common Seal of the Southern Water Authority was hereunto affixed on the 
twenty-seventh day of October 1977 in the presence of:

G. D. NICHOLSON (SGD )
Authorised Officer

The Minster o f Agriculture, Fisheries and Food hereby 
confirms the foregoing Byelaw as modified

Signed by Authority o f the Minister of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food

C R. CANN (SGD)

Date: 13 July 1979 
Assistant Secretary in the Ministry o f Agriculture, Fisheries and Food
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