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Management Suggestions CWIC 011-021

011 A rich and varied section especially in the upper half which
has a reasonably diverse calcareous flora. At present the channel
IS over managed and i1t is surprising that the wide a range of
marginal plants survive. Dumping of river spoil on the bank in the
upstream half should be AVOIDED. If dredging i1s to continue, then
spoil would be better dumped below here. Mowing of the banks was
done is late July and if the cuttings could be removed from the
upstream 250m then this would ensure that the area does not also
become rank.

012 Right bank mown in late season - a slightly richer mixture on
this side and no dredged spoil to be dumped here. No dredging of
channel.

013-014 Dredging of sections of channel in rotation rather than the
entire channel at once.

015 Allow upstream left bank to scrub up. On the right side,
contrasting short grassland (in short supply along this river).

018 Less severe cutting of the left bank recommended.

020 Less cutting of fringe.
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cwiICc o1l
Plant Communities

A gently curving lowland trapezoidal stream (slow/moderate flow)
with a hay meadow bordered by a small mixed broadleaf plantation on
the left, with a track and a drain perpendicular to the bank and
then hedged arable fields. The right side is all wheat and rough
herbage, flanked iIn part by a drain and hawthorn hedge. Both banks
were mown in late summer.

The left side i1s dominated by tall grasses (false oat, cocksfoot,
couch and smooth meadowgrass) with clumps of common knapweed, hairy
sedge, wild carrot, wild parsnip and scattered small hawthorn and
rose. The bank top and adjacent track were less coarse and more
herb rich with false oat, red fescue, brown bent, wild carrot, ox-
eye daisy, cowslips and goatsbeard - indicating a calcareous soil.

Below the side drain, the bank has taller coarser vegetation with
false oat, cocksfoot, cow parsley, hogweed, nettle and great
willowherb, as well as scattered hawthorn. There is no fringe.

The right bank at the upstream end is similarly calcareous in
appearance with species such as wild parsnip, wood small reed,
common knapweed, cowslip, salad burnet, along with a dominance of
fescue and false oat. Scattered rose and bramble also occur. The
vegetation becomes rougher downstream from the ditch with cow
parsley, bramble, common reed, fescue, rough chervil.

The fringe is narrow with common reed, blunt-flowered rush, blue
water speedwell, brooklime and wood small reed.

The shallow channel was cleared on the second visit but species
noted include water starwort, fennel-leaved pondweed and water
crowfoot giving 1-3% cover.

103 species recorded.

Breeding Birds

Ten species held a combined total of 17 territories. Bushes and
trees on both banks held Whitethroat, Chaffinch, Greenfinch, Reed
Bunting, Blackbird, Sedge Warbler, Woodpigeon, 2 Yellowhammer, 2
Willow Warbler and 2 Wren territories, with 4 further Sedge Warbler
territories in tall herbs on the downstream banks and an abutting
drain.

In addition, a Song Thrush was singing on June 8,. when- a -Red-Legged
Partridge was also seen, and a Reed Warbler sang on June 27.



Other

Small Tortoiseshell, Small White and Gatekeeper butterflies.
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CWIC 012
Plant Communities

A gently curving lowland trapezoidal stream (with slow/moderate
flow, over clay and gravel) flanked by arable land on both sides.
Both banks are mown In high summere

The left side has tall rank vegetation of nettle, hogweed, TfTalse
oat and thistle with some meadowsweet on the lower bank. The soke
drains have a lot of hawthorn, rose and elder scrub and hold
meadowsweet, great willowherb and purple loosestrife. There Is no
fringe and bare clay was evident on the lower bank.

The right bank was a bit more species rich with hogweed, nettle,
false oat and thistle on the bank top and false oat, hedge bindweed
and blackthorn suckers on the bankside (at the top end).

Occasional common knapweed, meadowsweet and ox-eye daisy, purple
loosestrife and some hawthorns were also noted. On the lower bank
more meadowsweet occurs, and at the top end more wild parsnip, red
fescue, dewberry, ribwort plantain and spear thistle. A steep face
held knapweed, wood small reed, hedge bedstraw and cow parsley.
There is no fringe and bare clay is evident. One patch of lesser
pond sedge, hemp agrimony, purple loosestrife and greater pond
sedge occurs.

The soke drain has common reed, great willowherb, hemp agrimony,
hedge bindweed and meadowsweet and has a mixed hedge of hawthorn,
blackthorn, elder, bramble and goat willow.

Fennel-leaved pondweed, marestail, blue water speedwell, opposite-
leaved pondweed, pink water speedwell, lesser water parsnip and
water crowfoot were all noted on the fTirst visit, before dredging.

67 species recorded.

Breeding Birds

Nine species held a combined total of 17 territories. The almost
continuous hedge on both banks supported territories of
Whitethroat, Dunnock, Chaffinch, 2 Blackbirds, 2 Yellowhammers, 2
Willow Warblers and 3 Wrens, with 2 Reed Bunting and 3 Sedge
Warbler territories in tall herbage and scattered scrub on the left
bank and soke drain.

In addition a Song Thrush and Robin were singing on June 8 and 2
Moorhens, a Magpie and a family of Blue Tits were seen on June 27.
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CwIC 013
Plant Communities

A nearly straight floodbanked lowland section, flanked on the left
by brassicas, and on the right by cereals.

The left bank i1s dominated by rank false oat, nettle, cow parsley
and field bindweed with more rape, nettle and thistle on the bank
side and more false oat and meadowsweet on the front. A couple of
roses occur on the bank and the adjacent soke drain has scattered
hawthorn, rose, willow and blackthorn. Hemp agrimony, fool*"s
watercress and great willowherb are also in the ditch. There was

only a very little fringing great fen sedge and water forget-me-
not .

The right bank is dominated by false oat, cow parsley, comfrey,
cocksfoot and rough meadowgrass, the front side with more false oat
and meadowgrass. A few hawthorn, rose, elder and blackthorn dot
the adjacent soke drain. There 1s no fringe.

The channel has a varied flora with fennel-leaved, perfoliate and
opposite-leaved pondweeds, stonewort, water starwort, unbranched
bur-reed and fan-leaved water crowfoot, prior to dredging.

67 species recorded.

Breeding Birds

Four species held a combined total of seven territories. A
Yellowhammer held territory in left bank downstream scrub,
extending into CWIC 014, and 2 territories each of Reed Bunting,
Reed Warbler and Sedge Warbler used the soke drains behind both
banks.

In addition, a Blackbird was seen on April 23, a Moorhen on June 8
and a female Cuckoo on June 27.

Other

Small White butterfly.



nncuon (eank':-

momn - xxo™
-fence Jn
XS

Common /zeM.

twHute isfAilUcu>

/pVvte L Q?
mocMOLO(JiAet, N r - N
VInec” IceOitroM
(fay, (Xtavoci (xnw\ " noerUa4

thwNij/fwywy)- .- petfceMessiv.pne/script

LACUEA U,
VIR Y

\£&#/ CPFAULLY jOJ pUMS

fnouon bcuilc*hxU cot, cu)iIcC oI

H i .

it

QOVIYNoo kgz”.

mOU\/? (acew™;- fauuoat,
'fiti ItevTC|uoe&X f];rsHe
. Cjeaue«d 11Mane

o)/ﬁ]_‘li:uswcxdwb

auton,
NKMgag)

#LU F&m (d&eAstl)

‘fhxikz torusj uu aes

re s ot Bako
Crotk usillor

1NuuoftW

gpryncn ri1IL

(0]

n
otk G et



CwiIC 014
Plant Communities

A gently curving river section with low floodbanks sloping gently
back to soke drains with beet and wheat on the left and cereals on
the right.

The left bank i1s dominated by false oat, nettle, cocksfoot, great
willowherb and cleavers, with one small willow. More meadowsweet
occurs on the lower bankside and the adjacent soke drain has
scattered hawthorn and rose scrub. A patchy fringe of lesser pond
sedge occurs along both margins.

The right bank is dominated by false oat, cow parsley, cocksfoot,
corofrey and rough stalked meadowgrass. One large white willow with
some blackthorn occurs on the cleared soke drain. One hawthorn
occurs riverside and there i1s a patch of common reed along with
lesser pond sedge. Some cyperus sedge and jointed rush also occur.

The channel is rich In aquatics, on the first visit arrowhead,
fool"s watercress, water starwort, marestail, yellow water lily,
water forget-me-not, water plantain and curled, Nuttall*s, fennel-
leaved and perfoliate pondweeds occurred. This was later dredged.

60 species recorded.

Breeding Birds

Five species held a combined total of six territories. Tall grass
and herbs on the right bank held Sedge Warbler arid 2 Reed Bunting
territories, and those of Mallard, Moorhen and Tufted Duck were
centred on the channel.

In addition, a Kingfisher flew downstream on June 8 and on June 27
family parties of Mute Swans and Chaffinches were present.
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CWIC 015
Plant Communities

A gently meandering, slow flowing, lowland, clay channel which 1is
largely floodbanked. Wheat abuts the left side along with an
overgrown mixed broadleaf copse midsection. The right side abuts
wheat separated by a narrow grazing strip, and below the footpath
is woodland of Wicken Fen Nature Reserve.

The left bank i1s dominated by rank herbs and grasses at the
upstream end - false oat mainly, with cocksfoot, nettle, thistle,
rape, hogweed and meadow grass. A few hawthorns, blackthorn,
privet and willow dot the dry soke drain. The fringe is negligible
with a little pond sedge and some meadowsweet.

Below the footbridge, the bank continues much as before with more
herbaceous plants: comfrey, great willowherb, couch, some reed and,
notably, hemp agrimony. A tar footpath follows the base of the
bank. A little reed fringe occurs along the river edge.

The right bank is very similar to the left above the footbridge,
and has one bankside hawthorn. Below the bridge, the floodbank
discontinues and is dominated by tall marshy herbs and grasses -
great willowherb, cleavers, comfrey, reed and meadowsweet with some
coarse and less iInteresting species in places. A few hawthorns and
willows occur along the bank. The fringe is sporadic and above the
bridge is comprised of a few narrow beds of wood small reed and
cyperus sedge as well as some reed and pond sedges above the drain
inlet, which has reed sweet grass and fool"s watercress. Below
here, 1is patchy reed with some great willowherb and hemp agrimony.

The drain at the upstream end has purple loosestrife, meadowsweet
and branched bur-reed, elsewhere the drains are of little iInterest.

The channel 1s very rich with a thick vegetation cover of 60-100%,
comprising shining, curled, Nuttall"s, fennel-leaved and perfoliate
pondweeds, arrowhead, unbranched bur-reed, yellow water lily,
marestail, water starwort and lesser amounts of blue water
speedwell, fool®s watercress, water mint, water forget-me-not and
notably, river water crowfoot.

A rich and varied section abutting Wicken Fen Nature Reserve.
110 species recorded.

Breeding Birds

Seventeen species held a combined total of 27 territories. Tall
grass and herbs on both banks iIn the upstream half held 2 Sedge
Warbler territories, with a Moorhen territory centred on the
channel fringe. Below the footbridge, woodland on both banks



supported Blue Tit, Chiffchaff, Collared Dove, Dunnock, Sedge
Warbler, Great Tit, Greenfinch, Robin, Song Thrush, Whitethroat,
Woodpigeon, Yellowhammer, 2 Blackbird, 2 Blackcap, 2 Chaffinch and
6 Wren territories within the river corridor.

In addition, a Willow Warbler was singing and a Snipe was seen on
April 23, a Beed Warbler sang and a pair of Goldfinches displayed
on June 8 and on June 27 a Coot, Linnet and a pair of Bullfinches
were seen.

Other

Red Admiral and Speckled Wood butterflies.
Aeshna spp dragonfly.
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CWIC 016
Plant Communities

A slowly flowing fenland channel with mixed arable on the left
separated from the horse grazed semi-improved pasture along the
riverside by- a well scrubbed dry ditch (mostly willows and some
elder and hawthorn). The right side is birch and willow over tall
fen - mostly common reed - which is part of Wicken Fen Nature
Reserve.

The left bank is pasture of short grazed perennial rye grass, TfTalse
oat, cocksfoot, smooth and annual meadow grass, creeping
cinquefoil, creeping buttercup, nettle, cocksfoot, ground ivy and
docks. A few large elder, rose, willow and hawthorn dot the berm.
The fringe area is trampled and grazed with patchy reed sweet
grass, blue and pink water speedwells, water forget-me-not, some
cyperus sedge and a large clump of yellow iris.

The right bank is tall fen with meadowsweet, hogweed, bindweed,
common reed, comfrey, cocksfoot, reed canary grass and some yellow
iris. This merges into the fringe which 1is largely reed canary
grass and common reed with some hemp agrimony, purple loosestrife
and slender tufted Bedge. One large crack willow overhangs the
bank and a few hawthorns dot the bank top.

The channel 1is very rich with yellow and white water lily,
arrowhead, unbranched bur-reed, river water dropwort, shining,
perfoliate, fennel-leaved, Nuttall®s and Canadian pondweeds, lesser
water parsnip, common reed, common duckweed and watercress, giving
80-100% cover.

A rich section overall with short grassland and a shrubby hedge,
Wicken Fen and the extremely rich river area.
79 species recorded.

Breeding Birds

Ten species held a combined total of 16 territories. Left bank
scrub and the wooded right bank held territories of Chiffchaff,
Song Thrush, Whitethroat, Woodpigeon, 2 Robins, 2 Willow Warblers,
3 Blackbirds and 3 Wrens within the river corridor. A pair of Reed
Warblers used the left bank soke drain and a Moorhen territory was
centred on the channel.

In addition, a Jay and a Snipe were seen on April 23 and a Blue Tit
and a Blackcap were singing on May 18. -
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CwIC 017
Plant Communities

A sluggish peaty fenland channel with wheat and then damp rush
pasture (cattle) on the left separated from the river area firstly
by a soke drain with elder scrub and then at the bottom end by a
double drain with a high floodbank between them, which has
scattered rose and hawthorns. The right side is Wicken Fen Nature
Reserve with willow, and birch over tall fen (abundant common reed)
and this extends to the river.

The left side 1B semi-improved pasture, horse grazed to the river.
Above the fence and below here, the bank top/back is mainly
cocksfoot and false oat with wild mignonette, ox-eye daisy, thistle
and nettle. The bank berm is dominated by hard rush, with glaucous
and hairy sedges, as well as creeping bent. A footpath runs along
the top of the bank and the front i1s dominated by false oat and
cocksfoot, with great willowherb, and lower down blunt-flowered
rush and lesser tussock sedge. A very patchy fringe with some reed
canary grasB, rush, sedge and water forget-me-not are all grazed.
Above the footbridge, the fringe iIs reed sweet grass, meadowsweet
and lesser pond sedge, and later this was cut. The front side has
hard rush, meadowsweet, Tfleabane and some purple loosestrife.

The right side is dominated by comfrey, common reed, cow parsley,
reed canary grass, rough meadow grass, purple loosestrife, yellow
iris and common reed with a few bankside willows. A considerable
bare patch on the lower bank is evident. At the lower end the
flora i1s less diverse with comfrey, reed, hedge bedstraw, rough
meadowgrass and hemp agrimony. The varied fringe comprises common
reed, reed canary grass, pond sedge, a considerable amount of hemp
agrimony and patches of purple loosestrife.

The rich channel flora covered 30-100% of the channel (cut below
the footbridge), comprises much arrowhead, unbranched bur-reed,
yellow water lily, shining pondweed, and lesser amounts of river
water dropwort, Tfool"s watercress, water violet, bulbous rush,
marestail, branched bur-reed, fan-leaved water crowfoot and common
duckweede

A varied river section with a rich channel flora and botanically
interesting adjacent ditches.

100 species recorded.

Breeding Birds

Eight species held a combined total of 16 territories. Willow and
birch woodland on the right bank supported territories of Song
Thrush, Woodpigeon, 2 Sedge Warblers, 2 Willow Warblers and 4 Wren



within the river corridor and the more open left bank held
Blackbird,

Yellowhammer, Pheasant and 3 further Sedge Warbler
territories in scrub and tall herbage.

In addition, a Whitethroat sang on April

23, a pair of Bullfinches
was seen on May 18 and a Coot and Barn Owl were seen on June 8-
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CwIC 018
Plant Communities

A slow/moderate fenland drain flanked by mixed fenland and rush
dominated marsh which has willow and hawthorn scrub, dissecting
ditches, a bird hide and a mere on the left, behind cattle grazed
semi-improved pasture adjacent to the river. The right side 1is
largely common reed fen overgrown in places by willows and birch
aal gicten Fen Nature Reserve. A board walk runs along the top of
the bank.

The left bank is pasture with perennial rye grass and plantain on
the trampled bank top. The back side has a lot of creeping
thistle, false oat, perennial rye grass, red and meadow fescues,
cocksfoot, and hard rush. The front side has yarrow, false oat,
cocksfoot, meadow fescue, perennial rye grassland some knapweed.
Patches of wood small reed, blunt-flowered rush, long-stalked
yellow sedge, meadowsweet and pond sedge occur on the lower
bankside. A few small willows, rose and hawthorns dot the bank. A
very patchy grazed fringe with a little reed, water mint and,
notably, narrow-leaved water plantain and flowering rush, acute
sedge and some bur-reed.

The right side is tall fen, mainly common reed with meadowsweet,
watermint, yellow iris, pond sedge, hemp agrimony and marsh
thistle. The fringe is an extension of the bank flora plus common
clubrush and flowering rush.

The channel 1is rich and cut frequently throughout the season -
estimated at 10-20% in June, with arrowhead, marestail, water
violet, unbranched bur-reed, bulbous rush, river water dropwort,
shining, fennel-leaved, Canadian and perfoliate pondweeds, spiked
water milfoil, white and yellow water lilies, water starwort,
bulbous rush, fool®"s watercress and common duckweed.

Notable records include southern marsh orchids the left bank side
(see map), the declining white water lily and the rich aquatic
flora of adjacent fenland. An extremely rich and varied section
with 138 species recorded.

Breeding Birds

Nine species held a combined total of 25 territories. Willow scrub
on the left bank and woodland over common reed on the right bank
supported territories of Blue Tit, Reed Bunting, Sedge Warbler,
Whitethroat, 2 Blackbirds, 2 Robins, 5 Willow Warblers and 5 Wrens,
with 2 Reed Warbler and a further 5 Sedge Warbler territories in
the wide right bank reed fringe.

In addition, a Song Thrush and a pair of Bullfinches were seen on



May 18 and a Moorhen on July 15.

Other

Gatekeeper butterfly.
Blue damselfly.
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cwiC 019

Plant Communities

A fenland drain with floodbank on the left leading back into a
mosaic of damp fen communities dominated by rush, pond sedge and
common reed. Lesser amounts of marsh woundwort, meadowsweet,
yellow loosestrife, mint, marsh thistle, meadow rue and figwort
occur. An old pond complex at the bottom end is scrubbing over.
The “mere® lies beyond. The right side has reed beds and willow
scrub of Wicken Fen Nature Reserve.

The left bank has a grassy track along i1ts top with perennial rye .
grass and plantain. The landward side is pasture (false oat,
cocksfoot, thistle, meadow fescue etc.) with much rose and hawthorn
scrub. The riverward side i1s also similarly grassed but is more
diverse, with knapweed, meadowsweet, selfheal, hemp agrimony and
scattered rose and hawthorn. .The fringe is grazed down and is only
patches of blunt-flowered rush, with one small bed also with common
reed, great willowherb and common clubrush.

The right bank is largely common reed dominated with some
meadowsweet and yellow iris. However, more variety exists at the
downstream end with comfrey, great willowherb, Yorkshire fog, false
oat, meadowsweet and acute sedge. Patches of hemp agrimony and
purple loosestrife are also evident, leading into a fringe
dominated by common reed with pond sedge, reed sweet grass, lesser
water parsnip and fool®s watercress.

The species rich channel has 10-30% cover (cutting In process 1iIn
July) with unbranched bur-reed, white water lily, yellow water
lily, marestail, arrowhead, bulbous rush, water violet, shining,
perfoliate, Canadian and Nuttall®s pondweeds, river water dropwort,
common duckweed, flowering rush and stonewort combine to give 103
recorded species.

Breeding Birds

Ten species held a combined total of 26 territories. Willow scrub
and reed fen on both banks, including the right bank reed fringe,
held territories of Robin, Yellowhammer, Song Thrush, Blackcap,
Chaffinch, Reed Warbler, 2 Blackbirds, 4 Willow Warblers, 6 Wrens
and 8 Sedge Warblers.

In addition, a Chiffchaff sang on April 23, Dunnock, Long-tailed
Tit, Mute Swan and Mallard were seen on May 18, a Whitethroat on
June 27 and 2 Blue Tits and 2 Reed Buntings on July 15



Other

Red Admiral butterfly.
Blue damselfly.
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CWIC 020
Plant Communities

A gently curving fenland stream, floodbanked on the left and
flowing thro“ugh Wicken Fen Nature reserve with common reed beds on
the left and beyond the soke drain and rough semi-improved pasture
which has concentrations of mixed scrub (illow, elder, hawthorn,
bramble and reed at either end). On the right side is willow,
elder and birch over reed.

The left bank has a vehicle access along the top and back berm
which 1s dominated by plantain, perennial rye grass, yarrow and
creeping buttercup. The landward side has a lot of creeping
thistle and lesser amounts of false oat, cocksfoot, smooth and
rough-stalked meadow grass, Yorkshire fog, meadow and red fescue,
creeping buttercup and creeping cinquefoil. The front side 1is
similar in grass composition but has more interesting flowers with
ox-eye daisy, selfheal, yarrow, small rose and hawthorn,
meadowsweet, hemp agrimony and common reed. There is little
fringe, and it is grazed/cut, with common clubrush, reed sweet
grass, acute sedge, blunt-flowered rush, water mint, water forget-
me-not, reed canary grass, bur-reed and notably, creeping jenny and
a large clump of yellow iris.

The right side is all tall fen dominated by common reed with lesser
amounts of hemp agrimony and reed canary grass above the soke drain
(see XS 1). A few willows, rose, bramble and guelder rose dot the
bank. Below the drain the tall adjacent scrub, mostly hawthorn
overhanging the river in places and dominating the bank, allowing
only patches of meadowsweet and common reed with some comfrey and
purple loosestrife (see XS 2). The fringe is dominated by common
reed and is discontinuous, with acute sedge, pond sedge and
notably, narrow-leaved water plantain. The fringe was cut during
the summer.

The channel vegetation was varied - yellow and white water lilies,
arrowhead, Nuttall®s, Canadian, shining, perfoliate, fennel-leaved
pondweeds, marestail, common duckweed, bulbous rush, unbranched
bur-reed and water violet. Greater bladderwort was noted in the
peaty soke drain and some of the damp grassland patches on the left
berm were quite varied (see map).

113 species recorded.

Breeding Birds

Ten species held a combined total of 23 territories. Scrub, tall
herbs and common reed on both banks supported territories of Reed
Warbler, Turtle Dove, 2 pairs each of Blackbird, Blackcap, Blue
Tit, Sedge Warbler, Willow Warbler and Woodpigeon, and 8 Wrens. A



Moorhen territory was centred on the channel.

In addition, a Pheasant, a Coot and a pair of Canada Geese were
seen on May 18, when Collared Dove, Great Tit and Whitethroat were
singing, a Dunnock sang on June 8 and a Reed Bunting on June 27.

Other

Peacock, Large White and Meadow Brown butterflies.
Blue damselfly.

Large Hawker dragonfly.
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CwiIC 021
Plant. Communities

A winding peaty fenland stream flowing into Reach Lode with low
floodbanks on the left and rough, damp sheep pasture with scattered
hawthorn, willow scrub and some large white willow at the
confluence. The right side is the western perimeter of Wicken Fen
Nature Reserve with much willow/hawthorn scrub over tall fen - reed
and great willowherb. The downstream end is arable with a wide
soke drain above its perimeter and two large perpendicular drains
with adjacent willows, poplars and a hawthorn hedge.

The left side iIs sheep grazed pasture with a lot of creeping
thistle and lesser amounts of perennial rye grass, smooth meadow
grass, long-leaved plantain, ragwort, false oat, cocksfoot,
Yorkshire fog, yarrow etc. (see XS 1 for more details). There are
scattered hawthorn, willow and rose along the bankside. The lower
front side 1is trampled in places and has, iIn addition to the
pasture species, has meadowsweet, blunt-flowered and hard rushes,
great willowherb, water mint and amphibious bistort, which merge
into a fragmented fringe which also has reed sweet grass, lesser
water parsnip and branched bur-reed. There are two main blocks of
fringe, one similar to the patchy fringe, but the other 1is more
extensive (I1-2€m wide) with much reed sweet grass, greater pond
sedge, tubular water dropwort, watermint, gipsywort, 1iris patches,
clumps of marsh marigold and thin bands of outer fringe comprises
common clubrush.

The right side by the reserve is all fen (common reed, great
willowherb and some meadowsweet) with a guelder rose, and a few
overhanging hawthorn and willow. Below there, the bank is tall
coarse vegetation - false oat, hogweed, cocksfoot and common reed
with some large overhanging white willow by the footbridge. The
fringe is largely common reed and both pond sedges. One patch of
acute sedge and one of purple loosestrife occurs. The fringe was
severely cut in places.

The channel was varied and had been cut with 10-20% cover,
comprising shining, perfoliate, fennel-leaved, Canadian and
Nuttall"s pondweeds, unbranched bur-reed, arrowhead, yellow and
white water lily (especially along the edges), river water dropwort
and common duckweed, giving 104 recorded species.

Breeding Birds

Nine species held a combined total of 15 territories. Willow scrub
on both banks held territories of Blackbird, Blackcap, Robin,
Woodpigeon, 2 Chaffinches, 2 Willow Warblers, 2 Wrens and 3 Sedge
Warblers, with a fourth Sedge Warbler territory in tall herbs at
the confluence and a Moorhen territory centred on the channel.



Other species recorded but not shown to hold territories included
Dunnock, Whitethroat, Yellowhamroer, Bullfinch, Reed Bunting, Blue
Tit, Long-tailed Tit, Great Tit and Spotted Flycatcher.

Other

Ringlet butterfly.

Large Brown Hawker dragonfly (Aeshna spp).
Large Golden-Striped dragonfly.
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CCAM 020

Plant Communities

The river flows through an urban environment. The land use on
the left is mixed - there are college boathouses, waste and
derelict land, building sites and a meadow. On the right, a park

gives way downstream to roads and houses.

The vegetation of the left bank is mixed: there 1is an interesting
area of derelict berths for small boats, where alders and willows
occur, and there is a fringe of reed sweet grass and meadowsweet.

The right bank is artificial (@@ high concrete wall) for much of
the section and so supports little vegetation.

The channel supports unbranched bur-reed and yellow water lily
(at 20-40% cover), but both species are damaged by rowing.

60 plant species recorded.
Breeding Birds

Ten species held a combined total of 24 territories. On the right
bank the park upstream held Song Thrush and Blackbird territories,
with 2 Moorhen and 3 Mallard territories on the channel. Trees and
scrub on the left bank supported territories of Collared Dove,
Robin, Starling, Willow Warbler, 3 pairs of Greenfinches and 5
pairs of Blackbird and Wren.
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CCAH 021
Plant Comnunities

A river flowing through an urban environment: on the left side
are lawns in front of a factory and weeping willows have been
planted along the bank here. Further downstream are a building
site and gardens of private houses. The right side 1is bordered
by roads and houses, downstream giving way to Stourbridge Common, a
pasture well grazed by cattle and horses.

The left bank 1is low, steep and natural and 1is well shaded by
riverside trees, so that the ground vegetation is limited and
there is little fringing vegetation. Where the road runs
parallel to the right bank, there is a high retaining wall. A
similar but lower retaining wall comprises the bank at
Stourbridge Common, above which the grass bank is grazed, and

perennial rye grass, creeping bent, red fescue, crested dogstail,
white clover and buttercups are abundant.

The dominant species in the channel are unbranched bur-reed and
yellow water lily (70-80% cover), but both species are damaged
by rowing.

55 species recorded.

Breeding Birds

Ten species held a combined total of 19 territories. Planted
trees, hedges and some scrub on the left bank held territories of
Song Thrush, Dunnock, 2 Robins, 2 Wrens, 3 Greenfinches, 3
Blackbirds and 3 Starlings. Plane trees downstream on the right
bank held a Chaffinch territory, and the channel and banksides held
2 Moorhen and a Mallard territories.
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CCAM 022
rlant Con:tiunitics

A j:iver Slowirg through an urban environr.-.ent: the Joft side is
bordcred m\ Fouscs and ga dea: ; the riglit by Stourbridge Coxu™.:-, a
pasture well grazed by lattle and horses.

Tho* eonditio* of tl Jcft bank varies with the owier=ip cf the
adjacent land and there is wooden piling along nuch -t The
soot ior:;, s bo th the bank vegetation and the fringing vegelatian
are limited. There 1s a low retaining wall along much of the
right bank. Above the wall the bank is grazed and perennial rye
grass, creeping bent, red fescue, crested dogstail, white clover
and butteroups are ahur:dant and nusk thistle 1is frequent. There
are some Tfine black Iltalian poplars lining the right bank.

The dominant species in the channel are unbranched bur-reed and
yellow water lily (at 40-75% cover), but both species are damaged
by rowing.

42 species recorded.
Breeding Birds

Twelve species held a combined total of 23 territories. The left
bank gardens with trees, garden hedges and shrubs held territories
of Robin, Woodpigeon, Song Thrush, 3 Blackbirds, 3 Greenfinches, 3
Starlings and 4 Wrens, with a Swallow nesting under the footbridge.
Parkland on the right bank held Greenfinch and Chaffinch
territories with a House Sparrow nesting iIn the footbridge girders.
In the channel and bankside vegetation were territories of 3
Mallards, a Moorhen and a Mute Swan.
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PJant Communities

A lowland river with the adjacent land use on the left mainly
houses, though a snail ungrazed meadow occurs at the downstream
end. The right side adjacent land use is entirely pasturel,
grazed by cattle and horses.

A towpath runs along the left bank; between it arid the river 1is
an infrequently mown grass slope with perennial rye grass, white
clover and creeping buttercup. On the other side of the toupath
is a line of willows and a hawthorn/elder hedge occurs between
the willows and the meadow at the downstream end.

The right bank is grazed above a retaining concrete wall and the

flora is dominated by false oat grass, hogweed, cocksfoot and
common nettle. There are planted horse chestnuts and willows
along the bank. Towards the downstream end is a fringe of great

willowherb.

The channel vegetation is mostly unbranched bur-reed at imon
cover but it is damaged by boating.

62 species recorded.
Breeding Birds
Thirteen species held a combined total of 18 territories. Planted

willows and horse chestnuts on both banks and stretches of hawthorn
hedge on the Jleft held territories of Woodpigeon, Blue Tit,

Goldfinch, Robin, Wren, Song Thrush, 2 Blackbirds and 2
Greenfinches. Scrub and bushes on the railway embankment
downstream, held Dunnock, Blackbird, Greenfinch and Sedge Warbler
territories, with a Swallow nesting under the bridge. Moorhen and

2 Mallard territories were centred on the channel.
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CCAM 024

Plant Communities

A lowland river, with the adjacent land use on the left being
houses in the upstream half and meadows iIn the downstream half,
which h”ve a rich flora of perennial rye grass, cocksfoot, rough
neaduu grass, creeping buttercup, meadow buttercup, ribwort;
plantain, red clover and autumn hawkbit. The right side is
bordered by Ditton Meadows (cattle pastures).

A towpath runs along the left bank and betwken it and the river

is an infrequently mown grassy bank, on which the dominant
species are perennial rye grass, white clover and silverweed, and
there is one patch of reed sweet grass and marsh woundwort. on
the far side of the towpath is a line of willows, ash and
hawthorn.

The dominant species on the right bank are false oat grass,
cocksfoot, hogweed and common nettle. There 1s a small patch of

fringing branched bur-reed at the downstream end.

The channel vegetation is mostly unbranched bur-reed (at 10*
cover) but it is damaged by boating.

63 species recorded.
Breeding Birds

Twelve species held a combined total of 21 territories. Gardens
and trees lining the Ileft bank towpath held territories of
Starling, Song Thrush, Blue Tit, Bullfinch, 2 Chaffinches, 2
Greenfinches, 2 Robins and 4 Wrens. A patch of bushes and trees on
the right bank just below the railway embankment held a Starling
territory, and downstream on this bank, a pair of Reed Warblers
used a reed choked drain. In the channel and bankside vegetation
were Moorhen and Mallard territories.
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4 lowlang river flowing through a varied landscape of, on the
left, housing /7 ~ ca: diin site and a neadow WVith d rich flora of
creeping buttercup, meadow buttercup,cocksfoot, O>Mping thistle,
false oat grass, iibwort plantain, tinothy and rdgwcrt . On the
right the ad jacent land use comprises meadows and Fen Dit. ton
village.

A towpath runs along the left bank, between it and the river is an
infrequently mown grassy bank on which the dominant species are

perennial rye grass and silverweed. On the far side of the
towpath is a line of willows, some pollarded, and hawthorns.

The right bank through the pasture, is well grazed by cattle and is
dominated by cocksfoot. An inlet, halfway along the section,
supports greater pond sedge, reed sweet grass and branched bur-
reed. The poplars in the meadows include a particularly fine
tree, which may be the native black poplar, rather than a black

Italian poplar.

The channel vegetation 1is mostly unbranched bur-reed at 10"
cover, but it is damaged by boating.

61 species recorded.
Breeding Birds

Fourteen species held a combined total of 21 territories. Trees
lining the towpath on the left bank held territories of Greenfinch,
Chaffinch, Bullfinch, House Sparrow, Dunnock, Great Tit, Song
Thrush, 3 Blackbirds and 3 Wrens. The right bank held Coot and
Moorhen territories, with a pair of Starlings 1In surrounding trees.
Downstream gardens on this bank held Song Thrush, Pied Wagtail and
Blackbird territories with Moorhen and 2 Mallard territories
centred on the channel.
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CCAM 026

riant Coniirji-.itict

i i w5 riovovor “livil.n g w:lrough a p astoral 1 <4nd sc ape s m oa Il
pi stares* - Tyaa s or X o a rec scpara ted froor; e <i 1° ey a7 B
hawtho r:i 11, . b anaﬁ Loav ci voaried f1 ora o © false 6 an L
cocksfoot ¢ P 2N e d d S , ragwo r | a «io r.t;vll" e Tt o u 0 (-
pastur-re d E>(_*<.* i s :jc wet ter t n an t h e Ot]i“rs an d h a s g oo d
colonies "’ 7 ul,«III'CV r i T4 cimophibioous bist ov o n th c fig hot ar e
ga rde n s , d t{u cLn Lxiig r z e d me ado w i n u h i ¢ch Coar s e g rasse s ct itd*
d om inant

t owpa th run s a | 0 *1 t h e I e ft b a n k ; b e tw e e n it a d t h e r x v e r is
an |nfrecuea[3y o w *i s 10 p c* domi r.ated by pc re nilial ry c grass o n
th e far s ide £ thc*xowpath is a lin e o f W11l lows
Th e wi 1 .10ws a lo tlie rig ht b a n k inc 1ude some pol 1ar ds .
T h e h e rb ace o us f I or cl is dor.s in a te d by com m on net 1 1e |, c o c k s f o ot
meadow fo atail and fa 1se oat grass nere o @ small a. eas
the fringing vegetation is well developed and 1t comprises
branched bur-reed, greater pond sedge and great willowherb.

The channel vegetation is slightly denser than upstrear?, as it 1is
further away from Cambridge. Unbranched bur-reed is the main
species, at 1G-15** cover.

51 species recorded.

Breeding Birds

Fifteen species held a combined total of 25 territories. The trte-
Jined Jeft. hank with abutting hedges held territ:ories of Starling,
Willow Warbler, Chaffinch, Song Thrush, Magpie, Bullfinch, Duririock,
Greenfinch, 3 House Sparrows, 3 Blackbirds and 3 Wrens. Scattered
trees and a small area of bushes around a side drain on the right
ban!: held territories of Robin, Starling, Woodpigeon, Song Thri:sh,
Spotted Flycatcher and 2 Wrens. The channel and banksidcs held a
Mallard territory.

Ot her

Hawker dragonflies.



yJilbw

G***Atr

st O+ fc/ QOC 6>
«©ta fwwvon t)

Hoy iVca™ovo

OafKe Nsfuve

CCAM 0zZ™V

C.*Hte Fiastwre

3 "DAA

Pasht*c

/0ol CUADFIMFLU

K*r* fiasftuu®

3w maM  pdvka(

JisroeA: jd
< welitercv'ss,
mc-foc M
bt

fFle™dw Elr*>ss
SecfcSon

2 <An



N ji. A0~

Piant Communities

A lowland river wviith the adjaco:iit land use on both sidcs
being h”rse and cattle grazed pastures.

A towpa tht idlr;s along Yhe ie™ T rik; between L Kilh the rivVcr io
an infrecjucn13y mown g<assy S-ope dominated by porennizl ry
grass , cree-pincj bent and cocksfoot . On the far side 0; th
towpath is a line of wil.lowse- A  parallei ditch suppor s an
interesting aka \ ried Tflora. ineluding lesser pond sedge
greater pond sedge, rced sweet grass, reed canary (JFKdS<, har 4
rush, watgrcress, false To:: sedg~n: water mint and gipsyWi:V. Ther

is no fringing vegota tion .

The right bank is shaded for much of its length by willows, ash
and hawthorn, which allow little herbaceous vegetation to grow.
There 1s a well developed fringe of reed sweet grass at the

downstream end.

The channel vegetation is doninated by unbranched bur-reed and is
denser than upstream because of increased distance from
Cambridge, and thus subject to less disturbance from boats.
Cover is about 20%.

65 species recorded.

Breeding Birds

Thirteen species held a combined total of 24 territories. Nil lows
and a hedgerow lining the left bank towpath held territories of
Bullfinch, Great Tit, Song Thrush, 2 Dunnocks, 2 Starlings, 2
Blackbirds, 3 House Sparrows, 4 Chaffinches and 4 Wrens. Bushes
around the drain 1inlet on the right held territories of Collared
Dove, Wren, Robin and Greenfinch with a Moorhen territory centred
on the channel.

Other

Hawker dx*agonflies .
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CCAM 028
P.Lant Communities

A lowlane river. On *“he 1left side is pasture in the upstreacx half

JJ di 1t (c reals) In the uownstrea half. Oa the right, Lhere
is mostly arabse {sugar beet) with a sna-1 wood of alder ~ °
white willow at the siownstrear.? end .

A  towpath eruns along «fla left bank. Between it and the river
is an infrequeritly mown grassy slope dominated by perennial rye
grass and on the far side is a line of willows. A ditch runs

parallel to the river between the willows, and the adjacent land.

The vegetation on the right bank is dominated by common nettle.
Through the wood the bank is unmanaged and dominated by great
willowherb. There is a more or less continuous fringe of reed
sweet grass which becomes quite broad iIn piaces«

The channel vegetation is dominated by wunbranched bur-reed which
becomes quite dense in places. Yellow water lily and arrowhead
also occur. Cover 1is 15-20%.

62 species recorded.
Breeding Eirds

Fourteen species held a combined total of 24 territories. Trees
and the hedgerow lining the left bank towpath held territories of
Bullfinch, Blackbird, Song Thrush, Great Tit, Blue Tit, Pied
Wagtail, 2 Dunnocks, 2 Chaffinches and 3 Wrens. Mixed woodland
downstream on the right bank held Great Tit, Robin, Dunnock,
Blackbird, Blackcap, Woodpigeon and 2 Wren territories, with those
of 2 Mallards and a Moorhen in the channel and banks ides.
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A towpath runs along the left bank; between it and the river 1is a
grassy bank. Upstream from the 1lock, the dominant species is
perennial rye grass and the bank slopes gently down to the river
whereas downstream where the towpath is about 3m above the level
of the river and the dominant species are Talse oat grass,
silverweed and common nettle. Between the towpath and the
adjacent land is a Uline of willows, pollarded downstream from the
lock. At the downstream end a ditch running perpendicular to the
river supports reed sweet grass, fool"s watercress, brooklime and
celery-leaved buttercup in abundance. There is no fringing
vegetation.

The right bank vegetation 1is mown. There are areas of fringing
reed sweet grass and reed canary grass.

The channel vegetation is most abundant immediately downstream
from Baits Bite Lock. Unbranched bur-reed iIs the dominant
species and cover varies between 15 and 25%.

60 species recorded.
Breeding Birds

Nine species held a combined total of 13 territories in this
section. Mixed woodland on the upstream half of the right bank
held a Moorhen nest and territories of Blackbird, Song Thrush,
Collared Dove, Chaffinch and 2 Wrens, with a pair of House Sparrows
nesting in a willow downstream on the same bank. Two Mallard
territories were centred on the channel and bankside vegetation. A
Pied Wagtail nested at the lock and a Wren held territory among
pollard willows on the left bank.

Other species recorded but not shown to hold territories included
Sedge Warbler, Willow Warbler, Yellow Wagtail and Grey Wagtail.
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riant Cor.inuni.Fies

A lowland riv?r, v.ith the adjacent land wuse on the left
cc-real familand , uith mown grassland on the right.
The left bank 1is urnanaged , and the dor.iilnant specios are <
oat grass, cocksf ot, cow parsley, siJverweed and common ne-
scrub on the bank. Beyond the a
1 a tjiwpath and a line of willows, pollarded at the upstie.
enr

The right bank 1is topped in places by a overgrown hedge of elder
elm and bramble and the dominant herbaceous species are coiui-.o
nettle, fTalse oat grass and great willowherb.

There is little fringing vegetation to either bank, but th
channel vegetation is well developed in places, consisting o]
unbranched bur-reed and arrowhead, at 20-25% cover.

53 species recorded.



RPrecdi g Vi rds

El even species he :u a combine i c X'3.7of 19 terr TCries * Or. the
i igijv bar:);, an up st ream drain heIA a Heed W arble territory and
trees anoT scrub r.idsec tion helg‘_territories (jﬂChaffinCh and
House Sparrou. pair of crey Kagj o Is wused the meadow and fringe
u t%cYle further slong, and territo~ es of Mallard and 2 Moorhens
wore centred on *ho channel . wit 1owC 1iriing the i.ft bank (... pats
lield terr it ories_ of Chaffinch, Danio k. Greenfinch, 2 sBilackbirds, 2

Plouse SparrOWg, O Song Thrushes and Wrens.

Other species recorded but not shown to hold territories included
Little Grebe, Magpie, Sedge Warbler, Long-tailed Tit, Mute Swan and
Woodpigeon.

Other

Hawker dragonflies.
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CCAM 032
Plant CGor.r..ities

A wide trapezoidal channel with low, steep banks. The left side
land wuse 1is arable (cereals) and the right is pasture and gardens
(Hornincjses village).

The left bank is dominated by a line of willows along the ditch 5-
6n fron the river. The ditch 1is dry, with goosegrass and nettle.
The footpath is mainly unvegetated, with occasional Tfalse oat,
cocksfoot and wall Dbarley. The rough margin is predominantly
nettle and cow parsley, with occasional gipsywort. There 1is no
fringing vegetation.

The right bank at the downstream end is dominated by cocksfoot,
perennial rye grass and Yorkshire fog. The margin has a line of
planted willows, with fenced protection. The orchard iIn midsection
has willows bordering the river. Upstream, there are moorings but
the bank itself is artificial. There is a little fringing branched
bur-reed iIn midsection.

The river is slow flowing and supports unbranched bur-reed,
arrowhead and duckweed at 10% cover, concentrated in bands parallel
to each bank.

73 species recorded.

Breeding Birds

Eighteen species held a combined total of 27 territories. Willows
lining the left bank towpath held territories Chaffinch, Dunnock,
Starling, Blue Tit, Wren, Song Thrush, 2 Blackbirds and 2 House
Sparrows. On the right bank, gardens and an orchard supported
Woodpigeon, Robin, Great Tit, Greenfinch, wWillow Warbler,
Chiffchaff, Song Thrush, 2 Blackbirds and 2 Wrens, with a
Yeliowhammer and 4th Wren territories in a hedge at the downstream
end. Moorhen, Mallard and Tufted Duck territories were centred on
the channel.

Other species recorded but not shown to hold territories included
Skylark, Meadow Pipit, Stock Dove and Bullfinch.
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Plant o;—:..; ;\iJles

The riglr - ~nk has Occasional M'S where the river is 3djoi:e
t.- trablc, wit¥ g I"uzh ¥Waryg J great willowherb, false oat
nettle and thiz= Yes . At the  upstrear.; end, the grazed bank i
dominated bv perennia rye a > ccci”sfoot aiic T se oat W2

of vreed canary gr 5, mis ties and couch . There
also planted r.ssple and osiers with fence protection, *he fringe

consists of a little flowering rush and reed canary gras:

The river is slow flowing and supports unbranched bur- ree"
water Hlily, arrowhead, duckweeds and fennel-leaved pondweed
20p cover.

77 species recorded.

Breeding Birds

>2ine speci® _held a conbined total of 15 territories. The i'ow of

poll ardcd Willows and dg3ns~r ~ hedge ing the loft btl tow[ jth
supported territories of Sedge Warbler / Woodpigeon, Bui inch c¢cn--
Thrusi;, 2 Bldckbirds, 2 Chaffinches, ° YeHowhangers aiwu Wren ,
wich o Pel o1 tory in an abut.ing hedge on the wx Y ¥ '

and . Y& =7 terricory centred on the s:: cari

o azidi. icn a Kingfisher flew downs: rear. o April ~ :
Ci-eat Crest =d Grebe and 7ufted Duck were also sc*on :jul net sho\

Bold ~ = - —1*

White, Gatekeeper and Wall EroXp
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Plant Connunit ies

A wide, trdpezoi dal char_iiel , with low, but steep banks. The 2eft
side land wuse is. arable (cereal ), as is the right side iccrcal -
which also has pasture.

The left bank is dominated by the 1l1line of willows (pollaraed) along
the ditch, .6-7m fror. the river, The ditch is nainly di\ oi dami;l,
with patches of great willowherb, reed canary grass and reed sweet
grass. The well-trodden Tfootpatl i” mainly unvegeta?C®/ #% has
patches of perennial rye grass, cocksfoot and wall barley. The
rough margin is predominantly nett

The downstream half of the right bank is wooded with ash, elder and
willow, with a ditch behind containing nettle, branched bur-reed

and meadowsweet. The bank 1s dominated by nettle, ivy, giant
fescue and wood avens. The midsection has perennial rye grass
dominant, the rough margin throughout the upstreanm half 1is
dominated by great willowherb, nettle, hedge Dbindweed and couch,
with scattered willows and elder. The fringe consists of patches

of flowering rush, reed and reed sweet grass.

The river is slow flowing with cover of 15-20% of unbranched bur-
reed, yellow water lily and arrowhead.

77 species recorded.

Breeding Birds

Sixteen species held a combined total of 25 territories. Bushes
and trees on both banks held territories of Linnet, Dunnock, Willov.
Warbler, Yellowhammer, Song Thrush, 2 Blackbirds, 2 Chaffinches, 2
Blue Tits, 2 Great Tits and 2 Wrens, with a Sedge Warbler using
tall herbs iIn the soke dyke and bank. The belt of ash and willow
woodland downstream on the right bank held Blackcap, Chaffinch,
Greenfinch, Robin, Willow Warbler, Spotted Flycatcher and 2 Wren
territories, with a Moorhen territory centred on the channel and
banksides.

Other

Red Admiral and Gatekeeper butterflies.
Brown Hawker dragonfly.



Vi ;it_ter't' 0
frLt&U, roc

COGQJ(ValL
YAUUOL> wv&tH LUo

VaciDuesujestDidDf J&ou«
V&odp ; Ja "t

vittavVrcuwlto™—————-
etdfcA/chrrxdretm, hou”* cm
SOacUbirA , Ro\oi.*
oioynpinngftro>
e/enrii e a/ctss,
Jbcltli DO Kffth** cf
OzUv\]j :-- let"fagfctre. net

Teote \AjaJctsc\tes,giia& Uuhfbidtfv
COr\frty InfiWJ ,comnrpn *

O;u*> u*ubl”®, tOne*
UNIFIn/ MUV t/tzd., /e~

Sort"Kwviju,
C¥YIolc UthW (farty— f
CMk*tU T Hoore Spa/vt0

"l

cll Ja/stcat,

favoohuui, vetloto urate/ («(*

INIbIJGWRaIOt fTTVRV rttGfffanCl
fezduch&t
wHk
ejnasC *

Houte Qfxi/wu} 1

/fa'tiaMi”prxDhr)

PUE> &iV),CrpeXV e~ Uil

/O &tqrai*

CCAM D2>n

Altod uWb v («™)

twk \dciawt kvi*w ke«
yelcxo w/aiey CUy

[tfMtL uAttcua on left of dutch

fla<atTO>n Yy ZIdw hadgt
V\ rtfht dJMh

gfA uaUojo
CWaffitU, S I r A

pAvAnmoXi/ue, N <&
greater i“bxnbain

A EIIESL m

Q&IXCYE 1anaaH 1AALI04/S
(1&

maM IG*UCIJnA oUltthy(\Stfh

<ffi\cf\oj)H soJes \-
rttu/L cafVXntQ&&, fIrtCLt__
uM ia.al. >t/ desi. ifoefcj jw*

vw *mcM feuw
Wv(™ OOGwoitffilu iftlletOwJnfcS/' 6717

tfeMU
c<x”Sfecfc

o .



riant Ccnnunities

A wide, trapezoidal channel, with low, but steep banks,
side land i=-,e is aral! i@ s"corcais), the right side is pasture >lo:ic
sei -improved).

The left bank is dominated by the [line of pollarded willows along
the ditch 6-.7m from the river. The ditch lias occasional patches of
reed canary grass, reed sweet grass and great willowherb. The
well-trodden footpath 1is mainly unvegetated, but has occasional
greater plantain and perennial rye grass. The taller margin has
nettle and cocksfoot dominant, with a few patches of bittersweet.
There is a little fringing bittersweet.

The right bank is wooded along most of its length, with ash
dominant, plus willows, elder, elm and hawthorn and below the
trees, giant Tfescue and ivy are dominant, plus patches of
meadowsweet. Downstream, the grazed bank is dominated by perennial
rye grass, plus timothy and cocksfoot. The rough margin is nainly
of great willowherb and gipsywort. The fringe consists of patches
of reed sweet grass and flowering rush. The soak ditch contains
great willowherb, common reed and fool"s watercress.

The liver is slow flowing and supports unbranched bur-reed, yellow
water lily, arrowhead and fennel-leaved pondweed at 151 cover.

72 species recorded.
Breeding Birds

Seventeen species held a combined total of 24 territories. Pollard
willows on the left bank with the adjacent soke dyke and bordering
hedge held territories of Blackbird, Chaffinch, Goldfinch, House
Sparrow, Whitethroat, Willow Warbler, Wren and Yellowhammer. The
channel and banks held Mallard, Tufted Duck and Moorhen
territories. Ash woodland upstream on the right bank held House
Sparrow, Blackbird, Blue Tit, Chaffinch, Greenfinch, Song Thrush,
Starling, Robin, Willow Warbler, Woodpigeon and 2 Wren territories,
with another pair of House Sparrows in a single tree downstream.

Other species recorded but not shown to hold territories 1included
Common Sandpiper, Great Crested Grebe, Cuckoo, Mate Swan and
Skviark.

Other

Brown Hawker dragonfly
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PYS % Ang

rlant Coru.uiities

A wide, Ilrapezoidal channei, 1ith 1low but steep banks, except jt
the downstream end on the right, which 1Is raised. The I~ft bide
land use is arable (cereals) plus a hotel at the downstream end.
The right side has houses and gardens, and pasture at the upst rear.:
end .

The left bank, below the bridge, is managed as lawns and supports
some mature trees. Upstream there is a line of willows along the
ditch 7-8m from the river. The well trodden footpath 1is mainly
unvegetated, but has occasional greater plantain and rough
neadowgrass. The river margin is dominated by nettle, plus (great
willowherb and occasional water fTigwort. There 1s no fringing
vegetation.

Downstream cf the bridge, the mown right bank has Yorkshire fog,

perennial rye grass, silverweed and daisy dominant. The grazed
length at the upstream end 1is dominated by perennial rye grass and
couch, with timothy and buttercups. Elsewhere, the bank was
inaccessible on account of the adjacent housing. The fringe

consists of patches of reed sweet grass and branched bur-reed.

The river is slow flowing, and supports unbranched bur-reed, yellow
water lily and arrowhead at 10-15%.

75 species recorded.

Breeding Birds

Fourteen species held a combined total of 18 territories. Above
the bridge, the line cf willows on the left bank held territories
of Wren, Goldfinch, Great Tit, Chaffinch and Dunnocks, with a pair

of Swallows nesting under the bridge. Gardens on the right and
below the bridge on the left held Starling, Blue Tit, 2 Blackbird,
2 Song Thrush and 3 Wren territories, with those of Mallard and

Moorhen in the channel and banks upstream of the bridge. A pair of
Reed Warblers held territory in an adjoining reed choked drain
upstream on the right bank.

Other species recorded but not shown to hold territories included
Skylark, Meadow Pipit, Sedge Warbler, Magpie and Tvoodpig.ecr..



'CAM 03(o
Ciivennwewnt.

ar!/A InaiMt

| roDAgmsSf Netfe,

MaitTisHe —

ltuiuz %adXXv, CHCV
owctriAAVo’Y Gixitv,

IDWron ooiwfvey
IAMWe. MUOWV

ed_/N\Arfiif,
NLitco) BEVEWIA (VI

ARG tend” T

iex‘. w>Juh45)7\l\//l\}4pi.
{aaXi wul

Of&OWIOA]

DrifflfQvdn V IAMmawxqgzA:-
fajvfoajc, AMA Atfk,
oootp Ibot™WwAhmoauocA *
pZseriniALn*"avé& flrCy»£ad

lyccrwjim

wwwv /fctdv
ayvcuwan

CGAM Ohio

Acltfhem uhfh IMjuce
iaaXf0oo AR TC

CUA*'- recdvsuxet " as
edufc vVAANOUINA «
ucnrrrrycm

bW\bnwcfatct ka<#¥ sttd

uv2™N«CUw, IUuJioJJd's
TR IUpKXtO® ~xAoat,

VINZINC(rEt. FeUA

Bfcfer ufiLum

*GAALFESIERd (&*nlc
sfaf /y®ovni”S.

__ Jcoi&Hd otrerw™
Otrtk s~canrCK'&£C(n

p/\ ot rrmx- .-
an 1al
annual irrvaoktedf® (03

MNaO# ?ithXsfir\/
kjoatd

"dhoA: rooon «russ|afiv(; —
GtrtAfl&t <AAt! VanAuod

nil ITHI T

cjftrifliaal



CCA

Pla;it Communities -

A TfTenlcind channel , with a fTluodbank o:. the right. The 1.ft b<,:.h 1is.
rtificicll. Th-_ left s:hi land use is arable <cer jc ’L and
x JfiT BLi™ [Tl "N Ef-j*_ 3 A4-_ T'-’p«./_» eI e Bl T Ey - é -~ PR Rkl

G it ' m-10l b) e

Thjg* left birk 1ibove the filing is mown like lawns with perennial
rye grass ond annual meadokgrass, plus somc naturc tjec: , mainly
elder and willows. The fringe is absent in front of the artificial
bar,!:.

The right bank is overgrown, unnanacjed and dominated by false oat,
nettie, creeping thistle aud coekbfoct, plus some patches ef cc;r.imoi
reed, which 1is also present 1in the soak ditch along with great
willowherb. The bad-: slope is dominated by a thick, gappy hedge of
willows, elder and hawthorn. The bank toe 1is piled, so there is no
fringing vegetation.

The river is slow flowing and supports vyellow water lily,
unbranched bur-reed, arrowhead, Nuttall®"s pondweed, water starwort
and rigid hcrnwort at 10% cover.

57 species recorded.

Breeding Birds

Six species held a combined total of seven territories. The
unnanaged right bank held Reed Bunting and 2 Sedge Warbler
territories, with those of Mallard and Moorhen centred on the
channel and fringes. Scattered trees among the left ban): caravan
and boat parks held a pair each of Blackbirds and Blue Tits.

Other

Meadow Brown butterflies.
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Plant Com~unities - e eaa

Wl iist;. tt V> MLop b weasi G J - c<IKGRi- M Vb D « Tii% i-cx A o LsNL 1M=
use IS pemanent pasture. The right side is arable (ccreals.) .

The Hleft bar;= is cattle _jrc.”sd, with perennial rye grass, cocksfoot
and thistles do-linant, plus tufted hair grass and buttercups.
There 1is no fringing \egetation other than one stand of reed sweet
grass .

The right bank is 1nmar:aged and overgrown , with nettie, oc ksfoot ,
falsc oat and crecping tHiisllc dorzinant, plus palches of bulmoc’:
and sealtered gavall elder and willow. Great wi]lowherb, mugwort
and hedge bindweed are dominant on the berirt. The soak ditch
contains some common reed and water figwlort plus a patch of water
plantain. The fringe consists of patches of vyellow iris and one
stand of greater pond sedge.

The river is. slow flowing and supports unbranched bur-reed,
arrowhead and fennel-leaved pondweed at 10% cover.

64 species recorded.

Breeding Birds

Eight species held a combined total of 12 territories. Tall herbs
with bushc-s and scrub on the right bank supported Reed Eunting,
Ye 1llowhanmer, Blackbird, 2 Wren and 4 Sedge Warbler territories,
with a Reed Warbler territory in the soke drain and those of
Mallard and Great Crested Grebe 1i1n the channel and fringes.

Other species recorded but not shown to hold territories included
Yellow Wagtail and Whitethrcat. - -
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Ca.iiu

1_.;d rth a 2 will. flood tanks and berms 2-20m wide.
DownstrCam, +tie channel divides., wi®). a lock on one side The I/ft
side lano rsC is arable (cere®ils upstrearn, and houses and gai

F+ ¢it1. Thw ric;ht side is arable (cereals and beans)

At the upstream end, the left bank 1s cattle grazed, with
cocksfoot, fellse oat and thistles -doninant, plus some tufted hair
grass. Downstream, the bank is r.iom and dominated by perennial rye
grass, meadowgrass and creeping cinquefoil. The fringe consists of
large patches of reed sweet grass and watercress.

The right bank is doninated by coarse veget.ation (once mown , 1t
otherwise unmanaged) with false oat, cocksfoot, thistles and nettle
dominant, pJus patches of redshank and hemlock. The soak ditch
contains reed sweet grass, fool"s watercress and hedge bindweed.
There is a line of willow and poplar along the bank of the lock,
below which the bank is mown, with perennial rye grass dominant.
The fringe consists of a patch of reed sweet grass.

The river 1is slow flowing, and supports perfoliate and Xuttall’s
pendweeds, hornwort, lesser and fat duckweeds, unbranched bur-reed,
vellow water lily and arrowhead at 10*; cover.

93 species recorded.

Breeding Birds

Eleven species held a combined total of 13 territories. Tall herbs
and scattered bushes along the right bank and soke drain held
territories of Chaffinch, Sedge Warbler, Reed Bunting, Blackbird,
Yellowhammer and 2 Song Thrushes, with Wren and Woodpigeon
territories in trees along the lock. Scrub and trees around the
lock on the left bank held a Greenfinch territory, with those of
Mallard, Coot and Moorhen centred on the channel.

Other species recorded but not shown to hold territories included
Skylark, Yellow Wagtail, Whitethroat and Bullfinch.

ot her

Small Tortoiseshell and Small White butterflies.
Blue Damselfly.
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A forllaa\I A 1 with " f: = d 7 Kms  F "-"Hr wacrM: .
Yt ostuc use Is wir-t-t Sigr<el s > ot!, s !
vmcr j s tnc ifai.si.

The I5TL Kinl is unnanaged ~ n-.inly : with Tulsu- -<
"e0C’Sr = J, t 1c and burd”" da: irart ' oreat wi: Mjwherl: a C
e Vv vEEE g U * »l *x Ag &N F L2l *igd C?j e i #YO 0 ti v o<
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The- right flo~dbank is overgrown with TFalse oat, cocksfoot, couch,
l1misllco ana \orrow doninant and a few small hawlhorns. The berm
is managed as hay meadow with couch and perennial rye grass and
sor.o white deadnellle. Upstjear. of the channei 1plet 1he bank is
dominated by coarse vegetation (once mown) of reed canary (grass,
redshank and nugwort. The fringe consists of gan.:: patehes of
flowering rush.

The river is slow flowing and supports fennel-leaved, perfoliate-
and Xuttall®s pondweeds, lesser and fat duckweeds, unbranched bur-
reed, yellow water lily and arrowhead at 19r, cover.

85 species recorded.

Breedinc Birds

Twelve spec s held a combined L @1 d"f 20 territeriete TiPC(s Cm
thi ™¥ck 0 the left bank and a pat gh of scrub oM % e frgit low
in |d’\ect|on> held territorie of CF rrinch, Dunr.ock, Son  RMiuQit

]t;ﬁ;'ialz"kb ir &Killow \arb3Msf = Cedge Warblers 9nd © KrCo< he
opt™  »paht bank and lower left bank held Reed Bunting/ WG?ShOVFI]IS

Karblc-r dlld Sedge Karbl er terfitories, and %hose of *d dna
-+ wert i, the cnannol around the inlet: 1,0 % t=FJn <
v g wentrE of a Cuckoo terr .

0 hCr sp™."Fs rl- -#"ed but not show® M reii territoricb incluli
Me adow i 4 Tix Sizylark and Tui w0 Duck

Ooth.:

Gatekeeper and Small White butterflies
Browi; Hawke*:* dragonfly.
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CCAM C4C

riant Comnuni ties

A fenlan channel. with Ffloodbanks. The right hank ha. a wide ber

@5m) . L ;oiinn Use or. L-oth sides is arable (cereal and beet cm
the left, beans on the .:ight).

The left bank is cattle grazed with false oat, cocksfoet, perennial
rye grass and thistles dominant, with small scallered hawthoms on
the floodbank. The ditches behind are varied with great
willowherb, reed canary grass, reed sweet grass and"branched bur-
reed the most coiumon species. The river nargin has great
willowl ei'b, gipsywort, water Ffigwort and some sedges. The fringe
consists of patches of greater and lesser pond sedges.

The right floodbank 1is overgrown with Tfalse oat, creeping thistle
and cocksfoot. The hern is managed as hay meadow, with couch and
perennial rye grass dominant. The soak ditch contains great
willowherb, false oat, hedge bindweed and water figwort. The rough
river margin 1is dominated by great willowherb, thistles, docks and
reed canary grass. . There 1is a little fringing reed sweet grass and
greater pond sedge.

The river is slow Fflowing and supports fennel-leaved pondweed,

unbranched bur-reed,

82 species recorded.

Breeding Birds
Four species held a

Bunting territory on

Other species recorded

Skylark,
Other

Gatekeeper,

yvellow water

single territory each.
bank soke drain held Wren and
the open
centred on the channel.

Meadow Brown,

lily and arrowhead at 10 v cover.

Bushes along the Ileft
with a Reed
territory

Yellowhammer territories,
right bank and a Moorhen

but not shown to hold territories included

Red-Legged Partridge and Pheasant.

Common Blue and Small White butterflies.
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CCAM 041
Plant Con::ianilles

A feriland channei with floodbariks and berms of 10-20ma width. The
left side land use 1is arable (cereals), as 1iIs the right side-
(cereals ).

The left bank is cattle grazed, with cocksfoot, false oat and
perennial rye grass dominant, with yarrow and smooth hawksbeard on
the floodbank. The soak ditch contains reed canary grass, branched
bur-reed, great willowhcrb and hedge bindweed. The fringe consists
of narrow patches of greater pond sedge.

The right berm 1is i1nproved hay meadow, with couch and smooth
neadowgrass dominant. The floodbank is overgrown and dominated by
false oat, cocksfoot, red Tfescue and creeping cinquefoil, with
scattered small hawthorns. The margin also has coarse vegetation -
great willowherb, false oat and perennial sow thistle dominant.
There 1is no fringing vegetation.

The river is slow flowing and supports Tfennel-leaved pondweed,
lesser and fat duckweeds, hornwort, unbranched bur-reed, yellow
water lily and arrowhead at 5-10% cover.

76 species recorded.

Breeding Birds

Six species held a single territory each. The open banks held
territories of Meadow Pipit and Reed Bunting, with a pair of Sedge
Warblers in the right soke dyke, Yellowhanmer and Wren territories
in the hedge along the soke drain downstream on this bank and a
Blackbird territory in the white willow on the left bank soke
drain.

Two Kingfishers “piping” on June 13 almost certainly had young
nearby, but the nest site was not known.
Other

Meadow and Wail Brown butterflies.



