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Management Suggestions CWIC 011-021
011 A rich and varied section especially in the upper half which 
has a reasonably diverse calcareous flora. At present the channel 
is over managed and it is surprising that the wide a range of 
marginal plants survive. Dumping of river spoil on the bank in the 
upstream half should be AVOIDED. If dredging is to continue, then 
spoil would be better dumped below here. Mowing of the banks was 
done is late July and if the cuttings could be removed from the 
upstream 250m then this would ensure that the area does not also 
become rank.
012 Right bank mown in late season - a slightly richer mixture on 
this side and no dredged spoil to be dumped here. No dredging of 
channel.
013-014 Dredging of sections of channel in rotation rather than the 
entire channel at once.
015 Allow upstream left bank to scrub up. On the right side, 
contrasting short grassland (in short supply along this river).
018 Less severe cutting of the left bank recommended.
020 Less cutting of fringe.
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CWIC Oil
Plant Communities
A gently curving lowland trapezoidal stream (slow/moderate flow) 
with a hay meadow bordered by a small mixed broadleaf plantation on 
the left, with a track and a drain perpendicular to the bank and 
then hedged arable fields. The right side is all wheat and rough 
herbage, flanked in part by a drain and hawthorn hedge. Both banks 
were mown in late summer.
The left side is dominated by tall grasses (false oat, cocksfoot, 
couch and smooth meadowgrass) with clumps of common knapweed, hairy 
sedge, wild carrot, wild parsnip and scattered small hawthorn and 
rose. The bank top and adjacent track were less coarse and more 
herb rich with false oat, red fescue, brown bent, wild carrot, ox- 
eye daisy, cowslips and goatsbeard - indicating a calcareous soil.
Below the side drain, the bank has taller coarser vegetation with 
false oat, cocksfoot, cow parsley, hogweed, nettle and great 
willowherb, as well as scattered hawthorn. There is no fringe.
The right bank at the upstream end is similarly calcareous in 
appearance with species such as wild parsnip, wood small reed, 
common knapweed, cowslip, salad burnet, along with a dominance of 
fescue and false oat. Scattered rose and bramble also occur. The 
vegetation becomes rougher downstream from the ditch with cow 
parsley, bramble, common reed, fescue, rough chervil.
The fringe is narrow with common reed, blunt-flowered rush, blue 
water speedwell, brooklime and wood small reed.
The shallow channel was cleared on the second visit but species 
noted include water starwort, fennel-leaved pondweed and water 
crowfoot giving 1-3% cover.
103 species recorded.

Breeding Birds
Ten species held a combined total of 17 territories. Bushes and 
trees on both banks held Whitethroat, Chaffinch, Greenfinch, Reed 
Bunting, Blackbird, Sedge Warbler, Woodpigeon, 2 Yellowhammer, 2 
Willow Warbler and 2 Wren territories, with 4 further Sedge Warbler 
territories in tall herbs on the downstream banks and an abutting 
drain.
In addition, a Song Thrush was singing on June 8,. when- a -Red-Legged 
Partridge was also seen, and a Reed Warbler sang on June 27.



Other
Small Tortoiseshell, Small White and Gatekeeper butterflies.
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jg tc fe  r , lrt> JU jf*TC rn / 
o(0 rose •

fn ncft:- Ujcucer rfcrr̂ 1 <T®. net, 
A t*roress.

iekto,rrf ^fajUouo
Haujfhtyn v&cxes, uJyfh iuj, 

o ntrt<c v h w m W w w i  fc&wxo.
'vdra** t HcjixI Suvttu*̂

A  01 d orcftCurt .
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CWIC 012

A gently curving lowland trapezoidal stream (with slow/moderate 
flow, over clay and gravel) flanked by arable land on both sides. 
Both banks are mown in high summer•
The left side has tall rank vegetation of nettle, hogweed, false 
oat and thistle with some meadowsweet on the lower bank. The soke 
drains have a lot of hawthorn, rose and elder scrub and hold 
meadowsweet, great willowherb and purple loosestrife. There is no 
fringe and bare clay was evident on the lower bank.
The right bank was a bit more species rich with hogweed, nettle, 
false oat and thistle on the bank top and false oat, hedge bindweed 
and blackthorn suckers on the bankside (at the top end).
Occasional common knapweed, meadowsweet and ox-eye daisy, purple 
loosestrife and some hawthorns were also noted. On the lower bank 
more meadowsweet occurs, and at the top end more wild parsnip, red 
fescue, dewberry, ribwort plantain and spear thistle. A steep face 
held knapweed, wood small reed, hedge bedstraw and cow parsley. 
There is no fringe and bare clay is evident. One patch of lesser 
pond sedge, hemp agrimony, purple loosestrife and greater pond 
sedge occurs.
The soke drain has common reed, great willowherb, hemp agrimony, 
hedge bindweed and meadowsweet and has a mixed hedge of hawthorn, 
blackthorn, elder, bramble and goat willow.
Fennel-leaved pondweed, marestail, blue water speedwell, opposite­
leaved pondweed, pink water speedwell, lesser water parsnip and 
water crowfoot were all noted on the first visit, before dredging.
67 species recorded.

Plant Communities

Breeding Birds
Nine species held a combined total of 17 territories. The almost 
continuous hedge on both banks supported territories of 
Whitethroat, Dunnock, Chaffinch, 2 Blackbirds, 2 Yellowhammers, 2 
Willow Warblers and 3 Wrens, with 2 Reed Bunting and 3 Sedge 
Warbler territories in tall herbage and scattered scrub on the left 
bank and soke drain.
In addition a Song Thrush and Robin were singing on June 8 and 2 
Moorhens, a Magpie and a family of Blue Tits were seen on June 27.
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CWIC 013

A nearly straight floodbanked lowland section, flanked on the left 
by brassicas, and on the right by cereals.
The left bank is dominated by rank false oat, nettle, cow parsley 
and field bindweed with more rape, nettle and thistle on the bank 
side and more false oat and meadowsweet on the front. A couple of 
roses occur on the bank and the adjacent soke drain has scattered 
hawthorn, rose, willow and blackthorn. Hemp agrimony, fool's 
watercress and great willowherb are also in the ditch. There was 
only a very little fringing great fen sedge and water forget-me- 
not .
The right bank is dominated by false oat, cow parsley, comfrey, 
cocksfoot and rough meadowgrass, the front side with more false oat 
and meadowgrass. A few hawthorn, rose, elder and blackthorn dot 
the adjacent soke drain. There is no fringe.
The channel has a varied flora with fennel-leaved, perfoliate and 
opposite-leaved pondweeds, stonewort, water starwort, unbranched 
bur-reed and fan-leaved water crowfoot, prior to dredging.
67 species recorded.

Plant Communities

Breeding Birds
Four species held a combined total of seven territories. A 
Yellowhammer held territory in left bank downstream scrub, 
extending into CWIC 014, and 2 territories each of Reed Bunting, 
Reed Warbler and Sedge Warbler used the soke drains behind both 
banks.
In addition, a Blackbird was seen on April 23, a Moorhen on June 8 
and a female Cuckoo on June 27.

Other
Small White butterfly.
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CWIC 014

A gently curving river section with low floodbanks sloping gently 
back to soke drains with beet and wheat on the left and cereals on 
the right.
The left bank is dominated by false oat, nettle, cocksfoot, great 
willowherb and cleavers, with one small willow. More meadowsweet 
occurs on the lower bankside and the adjacent soke drain has 
scattered hawthorn and rose scrub. A patchy fringe of lesser pond 
sedge occurs along both margins.
The right bank is dominated by false oat, cow parsley, cocksfoot, 
corofrey and rough stalked meadowgrass. One large white willow with 
some blackthorn occurs on the cleared soke drain. One hawthorn 
occurs riverside and there is a patch of common reed along with 
lesser pond sedge. Some cyperus sedge and jointed rush also occur.
The channel is rich in aquatics, on the first visit arrowhead, 
fool's watercress, water starwort, marestail, yellow water lily, 
water forget-me-not, water plantain and curled, Nuttall*s, fennel­
leaved and perfoliate pondweeds occurred. This was later dredged.
60 species recorded.

Plant Communities

Breeding Birds
Five species held a combined total of six territories. Tall grass 
and herbs on the right bank held Sedge Warbler arid 2 Reed Bunting 
territories, and those of Mallard, Moorhen and Tufted Duck were 
centred on the channel.
In addition, a Kingfisher flew downstream on June 8 and on June 27 
family parties of Mute Swans and Chaffinches were present.



2^1’ t& f rn w“** 
IP M . * 9 '& m m £trU M *'

CK/fc
OiS

black tfora*

£/»&/tn#6 — t̂ bsĤ cKct 
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CWIC 015

A gently meandering, slow flowing, lowland, clay channel which is 
largely floodbanked. Wheat abuts the left side along with an 
overgrown mixed broadleaf copse midsection. The right side abuts 
wheat separated by a narrow grazing strip, and below the footpath 
is woodland of Wicken Fen Nature Reserve.
The left bank is dominated by rank herbs and grasses at the 
upstream end - false oat mainly, with cocksfoot, nettle, thistle, 
rape, hogweed and meadow grass. A few hawthorns, blackthorn, 
privet and willow dot the dry soke drain. The fringe is negligible 
with a little pond sedge and some meadowsweet.
Below the footbridge, the bank continues much as before with more 
herbaceous plants: comfrey, great willowherb, couch, some reed and, 
notably, hemp agrimony. A tar footpath follows the base of the 
bank. A little reed fringe occurs along the river edge.
The right bank is very similar to the left above the footbridge, 
and has one bankside hawthorn. Below the bridge, the floodbank 
discontinues and is dominated by tall marshy herbs and grasses - 
great willowherb, cleavers, comfrey, reed and meadowsweet with some 
coarse and less interesting species in places. A few hawthorns and 
willows occur along the bank. The fringe is sporadic and above the 
bridge is comprised of a few narrow beds of wood small reed and 
cyperus sedge as well as some reed and pond sedges above the drain 
inlet, which has reed sweet grass and fool's watercress. Below 
here, is patchy reed with some great willowherb and hemp agrimony.
The drain at the upstream end has purple loosestrife, meadowsweet 
and branched bur-reed, elsewhere the drains are of little interest.
The channel is very rich with a thick vegetation cover of 60-100%, 
comprising shining, curled, Nuttall's, fennel-leaved and perfoliate 
pondweeds, arrowhead, unbranched bur-reed, yellow water lily, 
marestail, water starwort and lesser amounts of blue water 
speedwell, fool's watercress, water mint, water forget-me-not and 
notably, river water crowfoot.
A rich and varied section abutting Wicken Fen Nature Reserve.
110 species recorded.

Plant Communities

Breeding Birds
Seventeen species held a combined total of 27 territories. Tall 
grass and herbs on both banks in the upstream half held 2 Sedge 
Warbler territories, with a Moorhen territory centred on the 
channel fringe. Below the footbridge, woodland on both banks



supported Blue Tit, Chiffchaff, Collared Dove, Dunnock, Sedge 
Warbler, Great Tit, Greenfinch, Robin, Song Thrush, Whitethroat, 
Woodpigeon, Yellowhammer, 2 Blackbird, 2 Blackcap, 2 Chaffinch and 
6 Wren territories within the river corridor.
In addition, a Willow Warbler was singing and a Snipe was seen on 
April 23, a Beed Warbler sang and a pair of Goldfinches displayed 
on June 8 and on June 27 a Coot, Linnet and a pair of Bullfinches 
were seen.

Other
Red Admiral and Speckled Wood butterflies. 
Aeshna spp dragonfly.



&d*s

-H\t£Ctd. tWÂ cJScOecẐ
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CWIC 016

A slowly flowing fenland channel with mixed arable on the left 
separated from the horse grazed semi-improved pasture along the 
riverside by- a well scrubbed dry ditch (mostly willows and some 
elder and hawthorn). The right side is birch and willow over tall 
fen - mostly common reed - which is part of Wicken Fen Nature 
Reserve.
The left bank is pasture of short grazed perennial rye grass, false 
oat, cocksfoot, smooth and annual meadow grass, creeping 
cinquefoil, creeping buttercup, nettle, cocksfoot, ground ivy and 
docks. A few large elder, rose, willow and hawthorn dot the berm. 
The fringe area is trampled and grazed with patchy reed sweet 
grass, blue and pink water speedwells, water forget-me-not, some 
cyperus sedge and a large clump of yellow iris.
The right bank is tall fen with meadowsweet, hogweed, bindweed, 
common reed, comfrey, cocksfoot, reed canary grass and some yellow 
iris. This merges into the fringe which is largely reed canary 
grass and common reed with some hemp agrimony, purple loosestrife 
and slender tufted Bedge. One large crack willow overhangs the 
bank and a few hawthorns dot the bank top.
The channel is very rich with yellow and white water lily, 
arrowhead, unbranched bur-reed, river water dropwort, shining, 
perfoliate, fennel-leaved, Nuttall's and Canadian pondweeds, lesser 
water parsnip, common reed, common duckweed and watercress, giving 
80-100% cover.
A rich section overall with short grassland and a shrubby hedge, 
Wicken Fen and the extremely rich river area.
79 species recorded.

Plant Communities

Breeding Birds
Ten species held a combined total of 16 territories. Left bank 
scrub and the wooded right bank held territories of Chiffchaff,
Song Thrush, Whitethroat, Woodpigeon, 2 Robins, 2 Willow Warblers,
3 Blackbirds and 3 Wrens within the river corridor. A pair of Reed 
Warblers used the left bank soke drain and a Moorhen territory was 
centred on the channel.
In addition, a Jay and a Snipe were seen on April 23 and a Blue Tit 
and a Blackcap were singing on May 18. -
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CWIC 017

A sluggish peaty fenland channel with wheat and then damp rush 
pasture (cattle) on the left separated from the river area firstly 
by a soke drain with elder scrub and then at the bottom end by a 
double drain with a high floodbank between them, which has 
scattered rose and hawthorns. The right side is Wicken Fen Nature 
Reserve with willow, and birch over tall fen (abundant common reed) 
and this extends to the river.
The left side iB semi-improved pasture, horse grazed to the river. 
Above the fence and below here, the bank top/back is mainly 
cocksfoot and false oat with wild mignonette, ox-eye daisy, thistle 
and nettle. The bank berm is dominated by hard rush, with glaucous 
and hairy sedges, as well as creeping bent. A footpath runs along 
the top of the bank and the front is dominated by false oat and 
cocksfoot, with great willowherb, and lower down blunt-flowered 
rush and lesser tussock sedge. A very patchy fringe with some reed 
canary grasB, rush, sedge and water forget-me-not are all grazed. 
Above the footbridge, the fringe is reed sweet grass, meadowsweet 
and lesser pond sedge, and later this was cut. The front side has 
hard rush, meadowsweet, fleabane and some purple loosestrife.
The right side is dominated by comfrey, common reed, cow parsley, 
reed canary grass, rough meadow grass, purple loosestrife, yellow 
iris and common reed with a few bankside willows. A considerable 
bare patch on the lower bank is evident. At the lower end the 
flora is less diverse with comfrey, reed, hedge bedstraw, rough 
meadowgrass and hemp agrimony. The varied fringe comprises common 
reed, reed canary grass, pond sedge, a considerable amount of hemp 
agrimony and patches of purple loosestrife.
The rich channel flora covered 30-100% of the channel (cut below 
the footbridge), comprises much arrowhead, unbranched bur-reed, 
yellow water lily, shining pondweed, and lesser amounts of river 
water dropwort, fool's watercress, water violet, bulbous rush, 
marestail, branched bur-reed, fan-leaved water crowfoot and common 
duckweed•
A varied river section with a rich channel flora and botanically 
interesting adjacent ditches.
100 species recorded.

Plant Communities

Breeding Birds
Eight species held a combined total of 16 territories. Willow and 
birch woodland on the right bank supported territories of Song 
Thrush, Woodpigeon, 2 Sedge Warblers, 2 Willow Warblers and 4 Wren



within the river corridor and the more open left bank held 
Blackbird, Yellowhammer, Pheasant and 3 further Sedge Warbler 
territories in scrub and tall herbage.
In addition, a Whitethroat sang on April 23, a pair of Bullfinches 
was seen on May 18 and a Coot and Barn Owl were seen on June 8-
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CWIC 018

A slow/moderate fenland drain flanked by mixed fenland and rush 
dominated marsh which has willow and hawthorn scrub, dissecting 
ditches, a bird hide and a mere on the left, behind cattle grazed 
semi-improved pasture adjacent to the river. The right side is 
largely common reed fen overgrown in places by willows and birch 
all Wicken Fen Nature Reserve. A board walk runs along the top of 
the bank.
The left bank is pasture with perennial rye grass and plantain on 
the trampled bank top. The back side has a lot of creeping 
thistle, false oat, perennial rye grass, red and meadow fescues, 
cocksfoot, and hard rush. The front side has yarrow, false oat, 
cocksfoot, meadow fescue, perennial rye grassland some knapweed. 
Patches of wood small reed, blunt-flowered rush, long-stalked 
yellow sedge, meadowsweet and pond sedge occur on the lower 
bankside. A few small willows, rose and hawthorns dot the bank. A 
very patchy grazed fringe with a little reed, water mint and, 
notably, narrow-leaved water plantain and flowering rush, acute 
sedge and some bur-reed.
The right side is tall fen, mainly common reed with meadowsweet, 
watermint, yellow iris, pond sedge, hemp agrimony and marsh 
thistle. The fringe is an extension of the bank flora plus common 
clubrush and flowering rush.
The channel is rich and cut frequently throughout the season - 
estimated at 10-20% in June, with arrowhead, marestail, water 
violet, unbranched bur-reed, bulbous rush, river water dropwort, 
shining, fennel-leaved, Canadian and perfoliate pondweeds, spiked 
water milfoil, white and yellow water lilies, water starwort, 
bulbous rush, fool's watercress and common duckweed.
Notable records include southern marsh orchids the left bank side 
(see map), the declining white water lily and the rich aquatic 
flora of adjacent fenland. An extremely rich and varied section 
with 138 species recorded.

Plant Communities

Breeding Birds
Nine species held a combined total of 25 territories. Willow scrub 
on the left bank and woodland over common reed on the right bank 
supported territories of Blue Tit, Reed Bunting, Sedge Warbler, 
Whitethroat, 2 Blackbirds, 2 Robins, 5 Willow Warblers and 5 Wrens, 
with 2 Reed Warbler and a further 5 Sedge Warbler territories in 
the wide right bank reed fringe.
In addition, a Song Thrush and a pair of Bullfinches were seen on



May 18 and a Moorhen on July 15.

Other
Gatekeeper butterfly. 
Blue damselfly.
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CWIC 019
Plant Communities

A fenland drain with floodbank on the left leading back into a 
mosaic of damp fen communities dominated by rush, pond sedge and 
common reed. Lesser amounts of marsh woundwort, meadowsweet, 
yellow loosestrife, mint, marsh thistle, meadow rue and figwort 
occur. An old pond complex at the bottom end is scrubbing over.
The 'mere' lies beyond. The right side has reed beds and willow 
scrub of Wicken Fen Nature Reserve.
The left bank has a grassy track along its top with perennial rye . 
grass and plantain. The landward side is pasture (false oat, 
cocksfoot, thistle, meadow fescue etc.) with much rose and hawthorn 
scrub. The riverward side is also similarly grassed but is more 
diverse, with knapweed, meadowsweet, selfheal, hemp agrimony and 
scattered rose and hawthorn. . The fringe is grazed down and is only 
patches of blunt-flowered rush, with one small bed also with common 
reed, great willowherb and common clubrush.
The right bank is largely common reed dominated with some 
meadowsweet and yellow iris. However, more variety exists at the 
downstream end with comfrey, great willowherb, Yorkshire fog, false 
oat, meadowsweet and acute sedge. Patches of hemp agrimony and 
purple loosestrife are also evident, leading into a fringe 
dominated by common reed with pond sedge, reed sweet grass, lesser 
water parsnip and fool's watercress.
The species rich channel has 10-30% cover (cutting in process in 
July) with unbranched bur-reed, white water lily, yellow water 
lily, marestail, arrowhead, bulbous rush, water violet, shining, 
perfoliate, Canadian and Nuttall's pondweeds, river water dropwort, 
common duckweed, flowering rush and stonewort combine to give 103 
recorded species.

Breeding Birds
Ten species held a combined total of 26 territories. Willow scrub 
and reed fen on both banks, including the right bank reed fringe, 
held territories of Robin, Yellowhammer, Song Thrush, Blackcap, 
Chaffinch, Reed Warbler, 2 Blackbirds, 4 Willow Warblers, 6 Wrens 
and 8 Sedge Warblers.
In addition, a Chiffchaff sang on April 23, Dunnock, Long-tailed 
Tit, Mute Swan and Mallard were seen on May 18, a Whitethroat on 
June 27 and 2 Blue Tits and 2 Reed Buntings on July 15•



Other
Red Admiral butterfly. 
Blue damselfly.
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CWIC 020

A gently curving fenland stream, floodbanked on the left and 
flowing thro"ugh Wicken Fen Nature reserve with common reed beds on 
the left and beyond the soke drain and rough semi-improved pasture 
which has concentrations of mixed scrub (willow, elder, hawthorn, 
bramble and reed at either end). On the right side is willow, 
elder and birch over reed.
The left bank has a vehicle access along the top and back berm 
which is dominated by plantain, perennial rye grass, yarrow and 
creeping buttercup. The landward side has a lot of creeping 
thistle and lesser amounts of false oat, cocksfoot, smooth and 
rough-stalked meadow grass, Yorkshire fog, meadow and red fescue, 
creeping buttercup and creeping cinquefoil. The front side is 
similar in grass composition but has more interesting flowers with 
ox-eye daisy, selfheal, yarrow, small rose and hawthorn, 
meadowsweet, hemp agrimony and common reed. There is little 
fringe, and it is grazed/cut, with common clubrush, reed sweet 
grass, acute sedge, blunt-flowered rush, water mint, water forget- 
me-not, reed canary grass, bur-reed and notably, creeping jenny and 
a large clump of yellow iris.
The right side is all tall fen dominated by common reed with lesser 
amounts of hemp agrimony and reed canary grass above the soke drain 
(see XS 1). A few willows, rose, bramble and guelder rose dot the 
bank. Below the drain the tall adjacent scrub, mostly hawthorn 
overhanging the river in places and dominating the bank, allowing 
only patches of meadowsweet and common reed with some comfrey and 
purple loosestrife (see XS 2). The fringe is dominated by common 
reed and is discontinuous, with acute sedge, pond sedge and 
notably, narrow-leaved water plantain. The fringe was cut during 
the summer.
The channel vegetation was varied - yellow and white water lilies, 
arrowhead, Nuttall's, Canadian, shining, perfoliate, fennel-leaved 
pondweeds, marestail, common duckweed, bulbous rush, unbranched 
bur-reed and water violet. Greater bladderwort was noted in the 
peaty soke drain and some of the damp grassland patches on the left 
berm were quite varied (see map).
113 species recorded.

Plant Communities

Breeding Birds
Ten species held a combined total of 23 territories. Scrub, tall 
herbs and common reed on both banks supported territories of Reed 
Warbler, Turtle Dove, 2 pairs each of Blackbird, Blackcap, Blue 
Tit, Sedge Warbler, Willow Warbler and Woodpigeon, and 8 Wrens. A



Moorhen territory was centred on the channel.
In addition, a Pheasant, a Coot and a pair of Canada Geese were 
seen on May 18, when Collared Dove, Great Tit and Whitethroat were 
singing, a Dunnock sang on June 8 and a Reed Bunting on June 27.

Other
Peacock, Large White and Meadow Brown butterflies.
Blue damselfly.
Large Hawker dragonfly.
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CWIC 021

A winding peaty fenland stream flowing into Reach Lode with low 
floodbanks on the left and rough, damp sheep pasture with scattered 
hawthorn, willow scrub and some large white willow at the 
confluence. The right side is the western perimeter of Wicken Fen 
Nature Reserve with much willow/hawthorn scrub over tall fen - reed 
and great willowherb. The downstream end is arable with a wide 
soke drain above its perimeter and two large perpendicular drains 
with adjacent willows, poplars and a hawthorn hedge.
The left side is sheep grazed pasture with a lot of creeping 
thistle and lesser amounts of perennial rye grass, smooth meadow 
grass, long-leaved plantain, ragwort, false oat, cocksfoot, 
Yorkshire fog, yarrow etc. (see XS 1 for more details). There are 
scattered hawthorn, willow and rose along the bankside. The lower 
front side is trampled in places and has, in addition to the 
pasture species, has meadowsweet, blunt-flowered and hard rushes, 
great willowherb, water mint and amphibious bistort, which merge 
into a fragmented fringe which also has reed sweet grass, lesser 
water parsnip and branched bur-reed. There are two main blocks of 
fringe, one similar to the patchy fringe, but the other is more 
extensive (l-2 £m wide) with much reed sweet grass, greater pond 
sedge, tubular water dropwort, watermint, gipsywort, iris patches, 
clumps of marsh marigold and thin bands of outer fringe comprises 
common clubrush.
The right side by the reserve is all fen (common reed, great 
willowherb and some meadowsweet) with a guelder rose, and a few 
overhanging hawthorn and willow. Below there, the bank is tall 
coarse vegetation - false oat, hogweed, cocksfoot and common reed 
with some large overhanging white willow by the footbridge. The 
fringe is largely common reed and both pond sedges. One patch of 
acute sedge and one of purple loosestrife occurs. The fringe was 
severely cut in places.
The channel was varied and had been cut with 10-20% cover, 
comprising shining, perfoliate, fennel-leaved, Canadian and 
Nuttall's pondweeds, unbranched bur-reed, arrowhead, yellow and 
white water lily (especially along the edges), river water dropwort 
and common duckweed, giving 104 recorded species.

Plant. Communities

Breeding Birds
Nine species held a combined total of 15 territories. Willow scrub 
on both banks held territories of Blackbird, Blackcap, Robin, 
Woodpigeon, 2 Chaffinches, 2 Willow Warblers, 2 Wrens and 3 Sedge 
Warblers, with a fourth Sedge Warbler territory in tall herbs at 
the confluence and a Moorhen territory centred on the channel.



Other species recorded but not shown to hold territories included 
Dunnock, Whitethroat, Yellowhamroer, Bullfinch, Reed Bunting, Blue 
Tit, Long-tailed Tit, Great Tit and Spotted Flycatcher.

Other
Ringlet butterfly.
Large Brown Hawker dragonfly (Aeshna spp). 
Large Golden-Striped dragonfly.
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CCAM 020

The river flows through an urban environment. The land use on 
the left is mixed - there are college boathouses, waste and 
derelict land, building sites and a meadow. On the right, a park 
gives way downstream to roads and houses.

The vegetation of the left bank is mixed: there is an interesting 
area of derelict berths for small boats, where alders and willows 
occur, and there is a fringe of reed sweet grass and meadowsweet.

The right bank is artificial (a high concrete wall) for much of 
the section and so supports little vegetation.

The channel supports unbranched bur-reed and yellow water lily 
(at 20-40% cover), but both species are damaged by rowing.

60 plant species recorded.

Breeding Birds

Ten species held a combined total of 24 territories. On the right 
bank the park upstream held Song Thrush and Blackbird territories, 
with 2 Moorhen and 3 Mallard territories on the channel. Trees and 
scrub on the left bank supported territories of Collared Dove, 
Robin, Starling, Willow Warbler, 3 pairs of Greenfinches and 5 
pairs of Blackbird and Wren.

Plant Communities
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CCAH 021

A river flowing through an urban environment: on the left side 
are lawns in front of a factory and weeping willows have been 
planted along the bank here. Further downstream are a building 
site and gardens of private houses. The right side is bordered 
by roads and houses, downstream giving way to Stourbridge Common, a 
pasture well grazed by cattle and horses.

The left bank is low, steep and natural and is well shaded by 
riverside trees, so that the ground vegetation is limited and 
there is little fringing vegetation. Where the road runs
parallel to the right bank, there is a high retaining wall. A 
similar but lower retaining wall comprises the bank at 
Stourbridge Common, above which the grass bank is grazed, and 
perennial rye grass, creeping bent, red fescue, crested dogstail, 
white clover and buttercups are abundant.

The dominant species in the channel are unbranched bur-reed and 
yellow water lily (70-80% cover), but both species are damaged 
by rowing.

55 species recorded.

Plant Comnunities

Breeding Birds

Ten species held a combined total of 19 territories. Planted 
trees, hedges and some scrub on the left bank held territories of
Song Thrush, Dunnock, 2 Robins, 2 Wrens, 3 Greenfinches, 3
Blackbirds and 3 Starlings. Plane trees downstream on the right
bank held a Chaffinch territory, and the channel and banksides held 
2 Moorhen and a Mallard territories.
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CCAM 022

A j:iver SI owi r: g through an urban environr.-.ent: the J oft side is 
bo r d c red ■ ;\ I’,ou s c s and ga cl er: ; t he r i gI; t by St o urb r i d c; e C oxu'.:-, a 
pasture well grazed by lattle and horses.

Tho* eon d i t io;* of t11 J cf t bank varies w i th t he ow:ier := h i p cf t he 
adjacent land and there is wooden piling along nuch -f ! he 
soot i o r:, s b o  t h t h e ba nk vegetation and the f r i n g i ng veg e 1: a t i a n 
are limited. There is a low retaining wall along much of the 
right bank. Above the wall the bank is grazed and perennial rye 
grass, creeping bent, red fescue, crested dogstail, white clover 
and butt e r o up s are a bur: d a n t a n d nu s k thistle is frequent. T h e r e 
are some fine black Italian poplars lining the right bank.

The dominant species in the channel are unbranched bur-reed and 
yellow water lily (at 40-75% cover), but both species are damaged 
by rowing.

4 2 species recorded.

Breeding Birds

Twelve species held a combined total of 23 territories. The left 
bank gardens with trees, garden hedges and shrubs held territories 
of Robin, Woodpigeon, Song Thrush, 3 Blackbirds, 3 Greenfinches, 3 
Starlings and 4 Wrens, with a Swallow nesting under the footbridge. 
Parkland on the right bank held Greenfinch and Chaffinch 
territories with a House Sparrow nesting in the footbridge girders. 
In the channel and bankside vegetation were territories of 3 
Mallards, a Moorhen and a Mute Swan.

r I c-i n t C on::iu n i t i c s



.C R O SS S E C T  lO Si

iwta*aflueA '
cc Art 0 2 3

w illou)
OW — fo\s«oflarttM Vwav>M̂  

oI q (ooV
I Wa*rtWor« VuxJ<̂

V\oO*eS

Vtadqa. - WjxurtVxoTÔ
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A lowland river with the adjacent land use on the left mainly 
houses, though a snail ungrazed meadow occurs at the downstream 
end. The right side adjacent land use is entirely pasture1, 
grazed by cattle and horses.

A towpath runs along the left bank; between it arid the river is 
an infrequently mown grass slope with perennial rye grass, white 
clover and creeping buttercup. On the other side of the tou’path 
is a line of willows and a hawthorn/elder hedge occurs between 
the willows and the meadow at the downstream end.

The right bank is grazed above a retaining concrete wall and the 
flora is dominated by false oat grass, hogweed, cocksfoot and 
common nettle. There are planted horse chestnuts and willows 
along the bank. Towards the downstream end is a fringe of great 
wi11owherb.

The channel vegetation is mostly unbranched bur-reed at 10^ 
cover but it is damaged by boating.

62 species recorded.

Breeding Birds

Thirteen species held a combined total of 18 territories. Planted 
willows and horse chestnuts on both banks and stretches of hawthorn 
hedge on the left held territories of Woodpigeon, Blue Tit, 
Goldfinch, Robin, Wren, Song Thrush, 2 Blackbirds and 2 
Greenfinches. Scrub and bushes on the railway embankment
downstream, held Dunnock, Blackbird, Greenfinch and Sedge Warbler 
territories, with a Swallow nesting under the bridge. Moorhen and 
2 Mallard territories were centred on the channel.

P]ant Communities
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CCAM 024

A lowland river, with the adjacent land use on the left being 
houses in the upstream half and meadows in the downstream half, 
which h^ve a rich flora of perennial rye grass, cocksfoot, rough 
neaduu grass, creeping buttercup, meadow buttercup, ribwort; 
plantain, red clover and autumn hawkbit. The right side is 
bordered by Ditton Meadows (cattle pastures).

A towpath runs along the left bank and betwTeen it and the river 
is an infrequently mown grassy bank, on which the dominant 
species are perennial rye grass, white clover and silverweed, and 
there is one patch of reed sweet grass and marsh woundwort. On 
the far side of the towpath is a line of willows, ash and 
hawthorn.

The dominant species on the right bank are false oat grass, 
cocksfoot, hogweed and common nettle. There is a small patch of 
fringing branched bur-reed at the downstream end.

The channel vegetation is mostly unbranched bur-reed (at 10* 
cover) but it is damaged by boating.

63 species recorded.

Breeding Birds

Twelve species held a combined total of 21 territories. Gardens 
and trees lining the left bank towpath held territories of 
Starling, Song Thrush, Blue Tit, Bullfinch, 2 Chaffinches, 2 
Greenfinches, 2 Robins and 4 Wrens. A patch of bushes and trees on 
the right bank just below the railway embankment held a Starling 
territory, and downstream on this bank, a pair of Reed Warblers 
used a reed choked drain. In the channel and bankside vegetation 
were Moorhen and Mallard territories.

Plant Communities
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.-i 1 o w 1 a n g r i ver f 1owing through a varied landsc ape of, on the
left, housing / ^ s i t e and a n e a d o w \v i t h rich flora ofca: .in ci
creeping butte r c u p , meadow buttercup,cocksfoot, o >*ppping thistle,
false oat grass , iibwort plantain, tinothy and rd gwcrt . On the
right the ad jacen t land use comp r i s e s meadow s and Fen Dit. ton
village.
A towpath runs along the left bank, between it and the river is an 
infrequently mown grassy bank on which the dominant species are 
perennial rye grass and silverweed. On the far side of the
towpath is a line of willows, some pollarded, and hawthorns.

The right bank through the pasture, is well grazed by cattle and is 
dominated by cocksfoot. An inlet, halfway along the section, 
supports greater pond sedge, reed sweet grass and branched bur- 
reed. The poplars in the meadows include a particularly fine 
tree, which may be the native black poplar, rather than a black 
Italian poplar.

The channel vegetation is mostly unbranched bur-reed at 10"' 
cover, but it is damaged by boating.

61 species recorded.

Breeding Birds
Fourteen species held a combined total of 21 territories. Trees 
lining the towpath on the left bank held territories of Greenfinch, 
Chaffinch, Bullfinch, House Sparrow, Dunnock, Great Tit, Song 
Thrush, 3 Blackbirds and 3 Wrens. The right bank held Coot and 
Moorhen territories, with a pair of Starlings in surrounding trees. 
Downstream gardens on this bank held Song Thrush, Pied Wagtail and 
Blackbird territories with Moorhen and 2 Mallard territories 
centred on the channel.



I
I
I
!

I
i
I

i
I
I
i
i
J L

%

■
■
■
■
■

C.CAM O Z b

w\Wo\*>S

K\exxiiouO~ -Coisc o o i cw-c**i, coc.'t^ocf\> ,
cre -c^jm ^ •W\vsV\«- , cra.tp'Acv \3*_rtVe^"oj p  , mê xjiovjo \au*Vc.cc.o p , r«js«<of̂ , rfcwor̂p\cxMo\n
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t  o w p a t h  r u n s a l O  *1 t h e l e f t  b a n k ;  b e t w e e  n i t  a d t  h  e  r  x  v e r  i s

a n  i  n  f  r e c u e a t 3 y
O  W * i s  1  o p c* d o m i  r . a t e d  b y  p c r e  n i l i a l  r y c  g r  a  s  s O n

t h e  f a r s i d e £ t h c * t o w p a  t h i s  a  l i n e  o f w 1 1  l o w s  .

T h e  w i 1  .1 o w s a l o t l i e r i g h t  b a n k  i n c 1  u d e s o m e p o l  1 a  r  d  s  .

T h e  h e r b a c e o u s f  l o r c l i s d o r . s i n a t e d  b y  c o m m o n n e t  1 1 e  , c o c k s f o o t  ,

m e a d o w  f o a  t  a  i  1 a n d f a 1 s  e  o a t g r a s s .  T h e r e a r e small a r  e. a s w h e r e

the fringing vegetation is well developed and it comprises 
branched bur-reed, greater pond sedge and great willowherb.

The channel vegetation is slightly denser than upstrear?, as it is 
further away from Cambridge. Unbranched bur-reed is the main 
species, at 1G-15** cover.

51 species recorded.

Breeding Birds

Fifteen species held a combined total of 25 territories. The trte- 
] ined J eft. han k with abutting hedges held territ:ories of Star 1 ing , 
Willow Warbler, Chaffinch, Song Thrush, Magpie, Bullfinch, Duririock, 
Greenfinch, 3 House Sparrows, 3 Blackbirds and 3 Wrens. Scattered 
trees and a small area of bushes around a side drain on the right 
ban!: held territories of Robin, Starling, Woodpigeon, Song Thri:sh, 
Spotted Flycatcher and 2 Wrens. The channel and banksidcs held a 
Mallard territory.

Ot her

Hawker dragonf1ies.
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Hoy iVcâ ovo Pasht̂ c

/̂ cUbwvl CUApfiMftU

OafKe ̂ sfuve
K*r* fiasftûvĴ*,rv i
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A 1 ow land rive r v: i t h t he ad j a co :i t land use on bo t h s id c s 
being h^rse and cattle grazed pastures.

Pi a n t Co mm unities

A towpa i.i.t i t i ilr:s a long i.he i. e r ». T, , rik; between L k.1 i 1 m the ri Vc r io
an infr ecju c n1 3 y mow n 9 • * a s sVu S -ope dominated by pore n n iZi 1 ry
grass , c ree-pincj bent an d co c k sfo ot . On the far side o r th ri\

towpath is a line of wi l.lows • A pa r a 1 lei ditch suppor *-s a 11

interesting ci I i C4 \ r ied f jo r a r in eluding lesser pond sedge r

greater pond sedge , r ced swe et gra ss, reed c a n a r y Cj I* ci S<_, har 's4
rush, wa t g r c ress, f a _lse fo:: sedg ^ t w ate r mint a nd gips y v\ o i : V . Ther
is no fr i ngin g vegota ti on .

The right bank is shaded for much of its length by willows, ash 
and hawthorn, which allow little herbaceous vegetation to grow. 
There is a well developed fringe of reed sweet grass at the 
downstream end.

The channel vegetation is doninated by unbranched bur-reed and is 
denser than upstream because of increased distance from 
Cambridge, and thus subject to less disturbance from boats. 
Cover is about 20%.

65 species recorded.

Breeding Birds

Thirteen species held a combined total of 24 territories. Nil lows 
and a hedgerow lining the left bank towpath held territories of 
Bullfinch, Great Tit, Song Thrush, 2 Dunnocks, 2 Starlings, 2 
Blackbirds, 3 House Sparrows, 4 Chaffinches and 4 Wrens. Bushes 
around the drain inlet on the right held territories of Collared 
Dove, Wren, Robin and Greenfinch with a Moorhen territory centred 
on the channel.

Other

Hawker dx*agonf 1 ies .
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CCAM 0 28

P.l_ant Communities

A 1owlane river. On 4-he 1eft side is pasture in the ups t rea:v< ha 1 f
,,,.T 1 . ’j J di :.t (c reals) in the u. o w n s t r e a half. Oa t h e right, I.here

is mostly a r a b s e { S u g a r beet) with ci sna ̂ 1 wood of alder * ,0

white will ow a t the >_io w n s trear.? end .

A towpath • runs along ♦- h ̂  t lit! left bank. Between it and the river
is an infr equerit 1 y mown grassy slope domina ted by perennia1 rye
grass and on the far side is a line of willows. A ditch runs 
parallel to t h e river be t w e e n t h e willows, and the a d j a c e n t land.

The vegetation on the right bank is dominated by common nettle. 
Through the wood the bank is unmanaged and dominated by great 
willowherb. There is a more or less continuous fringe of reed 
sweet grass which becomes quite broad in pi aces«

The channel vegetation is dominated by unbranched bur-reed which 
becomes quite dense in places. Yellow water lily and arrowhead
also occur. Cover is 15-20%.

62 species recorded.

Breeding Eirds

Fourteen species held a combined total of 24 territories. Trees 
and the hedgerow lining the left bank towpath held territories of 
Bullfinch, Blackbird, Song Thrush, Great Tit, Blue Tit, Pied 
Wagtail, 2 Dunnocks, 2 Chaffinches and 3 Wrens. Mixed woodland 
downstream on the right bank held Great Tit, Robin, Dunnock, 
Blackbird, Blackcap, Woodpigeon and 2 Wren territories, with those 
of 2 Mallards and a Moorhen in the channel and banks ides.
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A towpath runs along the left bank; between it and the river is a 
grassy bank. Upstream from the lock, the dominant species is 
perennial rye grass and the bank slopes gently down to the river 
whereas downstream where the towpath is about 3m above the level 
of the river and the dominant species are false oat grass, 
silverweed and common nettle. Between the towpath and the 
adjacent land is a line of willows, pollarded downstream from the 
lock. At the downstream end a ditch running perpendicular to the 
river supports reed sweet grass, fool's watercress, brooklime and 
celery-leaved buttercup in abundance. There is no fringing 
vegetation.

The right bank vegetation is mown. There are areas of fringing 
reed sweet grass and reed canary grass.

The channel vegetation is most abundant immediately downstream 
from Baits Bite Lock. Unbranched bur-reed is the dominant 
species and cover varies between 15 and 25%.

60 species recorded.

Breeding Birds

Nine species held a combined total of 13 territories in this 
section. Mixed woodland on the upstream half of the right bank 
held a Moorhen nest and territories of Blackbird, Song Thrush, 
Collared Dove, Chaffinch and 2 Wrens, with a pair of House Sparrows 
nesting in a willow downstream on the same bank. Two Mallard 
territories were centred on the channel and bankside vegetation. A 
Pied Wagtail nested at the lock and a Wren held territory among 
po11a rd w i11ows o n the left ba nk.

Other species recorded but not shown to hold territories included 
Sedge Warbler, Willow Warbler, Yellow Wagtail and Grey Wagtail.
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ec'i'1' o c
riant Cor.inuni.!' i_e_s

A lowland riv?r, v.ith the 
cc-real fa rr.il a nd , uith mown

The left ban ]■: is u run an aged , 
oa t grass, coc k s f = o t , c o w

-J Cl
a tjiwpath and a line of willows, pollarded at the ups tie.

adjacent land use on the left
grassland on the right.

and the dor.iinan t spec ios a re
pa r s 1 e y , siJ verweed and common ne
scrub on t he bank. Beyond the

en ,-1

The right bank is topped in places by a overgrown hedge of elder 
elm and bramble and the dominant herbaceous species are c o i u i - . o  

nettle, false oat grass and great willowherb.

There is little fringing vegetation to either bank, but th 
channel vegetation is well developed in places, consisting o 
unbranched bur-reed and arrowhead, at 20-25% cover.

5 3 species recorded.

rh
 n
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E l  e v e n s p e c  i  e  s h e : u a  c o m b i n e s»i C x.3.
7

o f  1 9  t e r r *- c r i e s * O r .  t h e

i  i  g  i j v. b a r : ) ; , a n u p s t  r e a m  d r a i n h e l A a H e e d  W a r b l e t  e  r  r  i  t o r y  a n d

t r e e s
“i

a  n o s  c r  u  b r . i d s e c  t i o n h e I r-1<.1 t e r r i t o r i e s ( j *7 Chaffi nch and
House Sparr ou . pa i r  of G r e y Kacj Cl Is used the m e a d o w  an d fringe

1 % V U  J, _i_ C L le fur t h e r <J. 1 o ng, and ter r i to i* es of Mallard and 2 Moorhens
w o r e cent red on 4*ho channel . W i l 1oWC 1 i r i i n g  the ie ft bank t . o u  pa t h
lie Id te r r  i t or i e s of Chaffin ch , Dan i I o k. Greenfinch / 2 B l a c k b i r d s ,  2
Plouse Sparr OW £ , 0 Son g Thrus hes and Wrens.

Other species recorded but not shown to hold territories included 
Little Grebe, Magpie, Sedge Warbler, Long-tailed Tit, Mute Swan and 
Woodpigeon.

Other

Hawker dragonflies.
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I flY0 0 9 . uoojUy  Utt&ŝ  /ess*' V y  «uc<«fcfeerftampfafrc>ot lai&h>{&̂ ----^

£jc/ barictZS:-  

COfc IaaUOoo

i
i 
t 
i 
i 
i 
■ 
i 
■ 
i 
I 
i

CMifrcMA#, U>fe* 
#iea* iiV, ,
vOflodpiQ*®* ,
r̂reê viAoÛ  
Sov̂ 'ltuvlU

J !

lAJtepUt̂  (AAttoWJi
uillov) Q 

vOiViol̂ j

bm rxhid

------------------.moo/̂ wiA-.- occ^«cmaJ
g y & f u je r f t

.^o/serucilsh

oractcoJiitockj 
CkeM>'**X\

IfflAA/v \/TLA& 6* <tuCMuH*A 
HX</v*ocJ*. ------^

(gmxxu>

Hto**- .Sto'n̂  r  ,
______!------- ---- -JrOClUL w\ OUjrCjOOyCV

B50ts&ri. , * * *' ^  v|t6U>uO ô cCcO' CU^ •
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Plant Corr.rr.up.ities

A wide trapezoidal channel with low, steep banks. The left side 
land use is arable (cereals) and the right is pasture and gardens 
(Hornincjses village).

The left bank is dominated by a line of willows along the ditch 5- 
6n fron the river. The ditch is dry, with goosegrass and nettle. 
The footpath is mainly unvegetated, with occasional false oat, 
cocksfoot and wall barley. The rough margin is predominantly 
nettle and cow parsley, with occasional gipsywort. There is no 
fringing vegetation.

The right bank at the downstream end is dominated by cocksfoot, 
perennial rye grass and Yorkshire fog. The margin has a line of 
planted willows, with fenced protection. The orchard in midsection 
has willows bordering the river. Upstream, there are moorings but 
the bank itself is artificial. There is a little fringing branched 
bur-reed in midsection.

The river is slow flowing and supports unbranched bur-reed, 
arrowhead and duckweed at 10% cover, concentrated in bands parallel 
to each bank.

73 species recorded.

CCAM 0 32

Breeding Birds

Eighteen species held a combined total of 27 territories. Willows 
lining the left bank towpath held territories Chaffinch, Dunnock, 
Starling, Blue Tit, Wren, Song Thrush, 2 Blackbirds and 2 House 
Sparrows. On the right bank, gardens and an orchard supported 
Woodpigeon, Robin, Great Tit, Greenfinch, Willow Warbler, 
Chiffchaff, Song Thrush, 2 Blackbirds and 2 Wrens, with a 
Yeliowhammer and 4th Wren territories in a hedge at the downstream 
end. Moorhen, Mallard and Tufted Duck territories were centred on 
the channel.

Other species recorded but not shown to hold territories included 
Skylark, Meadow Pipit, Stock Dove and Bullfinch.
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77 species recorded.
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Plant Connunit ies

A wide, trdpezoi dal char.iiel , with low, but steep banks. The 2 e ft 
side land use is. arable (cereal ) , as is the right side iccrcal ' 
wh i c h also has pa s t u r e .

The left bank is dominated by the 
the ditch, .6-7m fror. the river, 
with patches of great willowherb, 
grass. The well-trodden footpatl 
patches of perennial rye grass, 
rough margin is predominantly nett

1 ine of wi11ows (po11 a r a e d ) a long
The ditch i s na i n 1 y di \ oi da mi;1,
reed c a n a ry grass and reed s w e e t
i ̂ mainly unvegeta 4- ̂  r-1 4-C Ct / i-** U I- ha s

c o c k sfoot and wal 1 bar1ey. The

The downstream half of the right bank is wooded with ash, elder and 
willow, with a ditch behind containing nettle, branched bur-reed 
and meadowsweet. The bank is dominated by nettle, ivy, giant 
fescue and wood avens. The midsection has perennial rye grass 
dominant, the rough margin throughout the upstream half is 
dominated by great willowherb, nettle, hedge bindweed and couch, 
with scattered willows and elder. The fringe consists of patches 
of flowering rush, reed and reed sweet grass.

The river is slow flowing with cover of 15-2 0% of unbranched bur- 
reed, yellow water lily and arrowhead.

77 species recorded.

Breeding Birds

Sixteen species held a combined total of 25 territories. Bushes 
and trees on both banks held territories of Linnet, Dun nock, Willov. 
Warbler, Yel1owhammer, Song Thrush, 2 Blackbirds, 2 Chaffinches, 2 
Blue Tits, 2 Great Tits and 2 Wrens, with a Sedge Warbler using 
tall herbs in the soke dyke and bank. The belt of ash and willow 
woodland downstream on the right bank held Blackcap, Chaffinch, 
Greenfinch, Robin, Willow Warbler, Spotted Flycatcher and 2 Wren 
territories, with a Moorhen territory centred on the channel and 
banksides.

Other

Red Admiral and Gatekeeper butterflies.
Brown Hawker dragonfly.
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riant Ccnnunities

A wide, trapezoidal channel, with low, but steep banks, 
side land i:-,e is ara! i <_■ s'corcais), the right side is pasture > bo::ic 
s e i  - imp r o v e d ) .

The left bank is dominated by the line of pollarded willows along 
the ditch 6-.7m from the river. The ditch lias occasional patches of 
reed canary grass, reed sweet grass and great willowherb. The 
well-trodden footpath is mainly unvegetated, but has occasional 
greater plantain and perennial rye grass. The taller margin has 
nettle and cocksfoot dominant, with a few patches of bittersweet. 
There is a little fringing bittersweet.

The right bank is wooded along most of its length, with ash 
dominant, plus willows, elder, elm and hawthorn and below the 
trees, giant fescue and ivy are dominant, plus patches of 
meadowsweet. Downstream, the grazed bank is dominated by perennial 
rye grass, plus timothy and cocksfoot. The rough margin is nainly 
of great willowherb and gipsywort. The fringe consists of patches 
of reed sweet grass and flowering rush. The soak ditch contains 
great willowherb, common reed and fool's watercress.

The liver is slow flowing and supports unbranched bur-reed, yellow 
water lily, arrowhead and fennel-leaved pondweed at 15-i cover.

72 species recorded.

Breeding Birds

Seventeen species held a combined total of 24 territories. Pollard 
willows on the left bank with the adjacent soke dyke and bordering 
hedge held territories of Blackbird, Chaffinch, Goldfinch, House 
Sparrow, Whitethroat, Willow Warbler, Wren and Ye 1lowhammer. The 
channel and banks held Mallard, Tufted Duck and Moorhen 
territories. Ash woodland upstream on the right bank held House 
Sparrow, Blackbird, Blue Tit, Chaffinch, Greenfinch, Song Thrush, 
Starling, Robin, Willow Warbler, Woodpigeon and 2 Wren territories, 
with another pair of House Sparrows in a single tree downstream.

Other species recorded but not shown to hold territories included 
Common Sandpiper, Great Crested Grebe, Cuckoo, Mate Swan and 
Skviark.

Other

Brown Hawker dragonfly
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r 1 a n t C or.ur.u: i i t i e s

c h a n n e i , i t h 1 o w b u t s t e e p b a n k s , e x c e p t j. t 
on the right, which is raised. The l^ft bide 
(cereals) plus a hotel at the downstream end . 
houses and gardens, and pasture at the upst rear.:

The left bank, below the bridge, is managed as lawns and supports 
some mature trees. Upstream there is a line of willows along the 
ditch 7-8m from the river. The well trodden footpath is mainly 
unvegetated, but has occasional greater plantain and rough 
neadowgrass. The river margin is dominated by nettle, plus great 
willowherb and occasional water figwort. There is no fringing 
vegetat ion.

Downstream cf the bridge, the mown right bank has Yorkshire fog, 
perennial rye grass, silverweed and daisy dominant. The grazed 
length at the upstream end is dominated by perennial rye grass and 
couch, with timothy and buttercups. Elsewhere, the bank was 
inaccessible on account of the adjacent housing. The fringe 
consists of patches of reed sweet grass and branched bur-reed.

The river is slow flowing, and supports unbranched bur-reed, yellow 
water lily and arrowhead at 10-15%.

75 species recorded.

Breeding Birds

Fourteen species held a combined total of 18 territories. Above 
the bridge, the line cf willows on the left bank held territories 
of Wren, Goldfinch, Great Tit, Chaffinch and Dunnocks, with a pair 
of Swallows nesting under the bridge. Gardens on the right and 
below the bridge on the left held Starling, Blue Tit, 2 Blackbird, 
2 Song Thrush and 3 Wren territories, with those of Mallard and 
Moorhen in the channel and banks upstream of the bridge. A pair of 
Reed Warblers held territory in an adjoining reed choked drain 
upstream on the right bank.

Other species recorded but not shown to hold territories included 
Skylark, Meadow Pipit, Sedge Warbler, Magpie and Tvoodpig.ecr..

A wide, I rape z o ida 1 
the downstream end 
land use is arable 
The right side has 
end .
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Pla;it Communities -

A fenlcind channel , with a f 1 uodbank o:. the right. The I.ft b<,:.h is. 
:;r t ific i:. 1 . Th-_ left s:li' land use is arable < c er jc ’ i. a nd
»/ i* 1 i f*» . > , ■ r  ̂ i i * — - »4 *■'»•/» • ̂  . t * r\ r • * - . », > » * • | ^  •’ .» ■* •<!', *■ r ,-f !'• , ] »■ / .U x u i i  b L ' i  l i ,  L u  ■> v L t j  ^   ̂ ■_ l  * « '_  r u .  . £=•!*«*• -  * i ‘ J  -  j  -  : % 3 J_ ^  : i i o  %J

ci I” —1 I ' i- t/ ' ■— 1," O L1 -I> ) •

Th-j* left b-ir.-k ibove the filing is mown like lawns with perennial 
rye grass ond annual mead ok g r ass, plus so m c na tur c t j: e c: , ma i n 1 y 
elder and willows. The fringe is absent in front of the artificial 
bar,!:.

The right bank is overgrown, unnanacjed and dominated by false oat, 
nettie, creepi n g thistle a 11d coekbfoct, plus some patches ef cc;r.imo:i 
reed, which is also present in the soak ditch along with great 
willowherb. The bad-: slope is dominated by a thick, gappy hedge of 
willows, elder and hawthorn. The bank toe is piled, so there is no 
fringing vegetation.

The river is slow flowing and supports yellow water lily, 
unbranched bur-reed, arrowhead, Nuttall's pondweed, water starwort 
and rigid hcrnwort at 10% cover.

57 species recorded.

Br e e d i n g Birds

Six species held a combined total of seven territories. The 
unnanaged right bank held Reed Bunting and 2 Sedge Warbler 
territories, with those of Mallard and Moorhen centred on the 
channel and fringes. Scattered trees among the left ban): caravan 
and boat parks held a pair each of Blackbirds and Blue Tits.

Other

Meadow Brown butterflies.

4
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<ŝcfl/Mt5r€

uwwanc*itfii teU/w i/-etg( vcuycuJi£aa 
+fe?r3f*axsh -

|  S&fy*- uHrbto*.

%/g/zattfkrurtoct:

r
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Plant Conr.-.unit ies - .......
^  ^  • V’> ^  1 !• ■'•*■'■■. r  1 —  - - < ! K  ^  V,/ ;,  . - - , c  ' T 'T -  ,-a M: i i i -» t ; . t .t , r »>_*_«. * j -i. J oi, * i i - ci »1̂ 4 i / t  I  j.lb  « x i. i *<, i- C x  ^ o _L *-i L. 1 cl * I

use is pemanent pasture. The right side is arable (ccreals.) .

The left bar;’-: i s cattle .jrc.^sd, with perennial rye grass, cocksfoot 
and thistles do- linant, plus tufted hair grass and but tercups. 
There is no fringing \egetation other than one stand of reed sweet 
g ra ss .

The right bank is 1;n mar:aged and overgrown , wit h net tie, oc!•:sf oot , 
f a 1 sc oat a nd c r ecpi ng tli i s11 c dor:i na nt , pI us pa I che s of bu 1 ■ doc’: 
a nd sea 1t e r ed srv.a II elder a n d willow. Great wi ] 1 owh e r b , mug wo r t 
and hedge bindweed are dominant on the berirt. The soak ditch 
contains some common reed and water figwTort plus a patch of water 
plantain. The fringe consists of patches of yellow iris and one 
stand of greater pond sedge.

The river is. slow flowing and supports unbranched bur-reed, 
arrowhead and fennel-1eaved pondweed at 10% cover.

64 species recorded.

Breeding Birds
Eight species held a combined total of 12 territories. Tall herbs 
with bushc-s and scrub on the right bank supported Reed Eunting, 
Ye 11owhanmer, Blackbird, 2 Wren and 4 Sedge Warbler territories, 
with a Reed Warbler territory in the soke drain and those of 
Mallard and Great Crested Grebe in the channel and fringes.

Other species recorded but not shown to hold territories included 
Yellow Wagtail and Whitethrcat. -- - —
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C or.ii.u

1 _.;:d r.h a 2 w ill. flood t.a nks a nd berms 2-2 0m w
Downstr Cam, 1. ’L i «e channel divides., w j..» \ i. a loc k on one s ide The
side 1a n o l"SC is arable ( cere^i 1 s ups t rearn, and houses and gair- J- t'i! .1 . Th:C r i c;ht side is arab 1e (ce r e a Is and beans)

ide. i /.ft-

At the upstream end, the left bank is cattle grazed, with 
cocksf oot, fellse oat and thistles -doninant, plus some tufted hair 
grass. Downst ream, the bank is r.iown and dominated by perennial rye 
grass, meadowgrass and creeping cinquefoil. The fringe consists of 
large patches of reed sweet grass and watercress.

The right bank is doni n ated by coarse veget.at ion ( once mown , 1:;ut. 
otherwise unmanaged) with false oat, cocksfoot, thistles and nettle 
dominant, pJus patches of redshank and hemlock. The soak ditch 
contains reed sweet grass, fool's watercress and hedge bindweed. 
There is a line of willow and poplar along the bank of the lock, 
below which the bank is mown, with perennial rye grass dominant. 
The fringe consists of a patch of reed sweet grass.

The river is slow flowing, and supports perfoliate and Xuttall’s 
pendweeds, hornwort, lesser and fat duckweeds, unbranched bur-reed, 
yellow water lily and arrowhead at 10*; cover.

93 species recorded.

Breeding Birds

Eleven species held a combined total of 13 territories. Tall herbs 
and scattered bushes along the right bank and soke drain held 
territories of Chaffinch, Sedge Warbler, Reed Bunting, Blackbird, 
Yel1owhammer and 2 Song Thrushes, with Wren and Woodpigeon 
territories in trees along the lock. Scrub and trees around the 
lock on the left bank held a Greenfinch territory, with those of 
Mallard, Coot and Moorhen centred on the channel.

Other species recorded but not shown to hold territories included 
Skylark, Yellow Wagtail, Whitethroat and Bullfinch.

Ot her

Small Tortoiseshell and Small White butterflies. 
Blue Damselfly.
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*ftoorW«iv

i ,___U/WJUCC * < /iU £ X OetflLiV •
/̂\JL4j0u«H0̂ )̂KiAJrfO.|KftClÂ- " l*vv\*Ux**d.
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The I'jTL Kin1. is unnanaged  ̂ n-.inly .: with fulsu- ... •'
'•oc’Sr •. J‘, t' 1c and burd”" da: irart ' or eat wi: ̂ ; jwherl: a :C
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The- right flo^dbank is overgrown with false oat, cocksfoot, couch, 
11 ■; i. s 11 co an a \ orro w don i nant an d a few small ha w I. horns. T h e b e r i ;i 
is managed as hay meadow with couch and perennial rye grass and 
sor.o wh i t e deadne111 e . Upst j earr. of t he cha n nei 1 p. 1 e t 1. he bank i s 
dominated by coarse vegetation (once mown) of reed canary grass, 
redshank and nugwort. The fringe consists of son.:: pate he s of 
f1ow e ring r u s h .

The river is slow flowing and supports fennel-leaved, perfoliate- 
and Xuttall's pondweeds, lesser and fat duckweeds, unbranched bur- 
reed, yellow water lily and arrowhead at 19r;, cover.

85 species recorded.

B r e ed i n c: B i r d s

Twe 1 ve spec s held a combined L Ct 1 ■"'f 2 0 ter rite r ie<L♦ T 1I * c* (- s C' :■
th ' • T: i- dck O the left bank a n d a pat ch of s c rub CM 4- e f rC;>' 4- i i I. 1o!*i C
iri r.;id̂ ect ion > held terr ito r ie of Cl- r  r inch, Dunr.ock, Son T* V,X A ii*uC/-i-* tT*> 1 . .i- f a a L*kb i r / «-* Kill ow \\ arb 1 ,1VJ L As Cf ** —*edge Wa rb 1 e r s <jnd o Kr (C*u o < he
op r.t *’* »•ivJht bank and 1 ower 1 eft bank held Reed Bunt ing / 'w Cissh o VI-"rj is
Ka rblc-r ci 11d Sedge Karbl er t e ri*itor ies , and 4~L-hose of Ma 1Tic!*cl cina

. . .- i . . . .1 we rxt i r, the c nanno 1 a round t he i n 1 e t 4 *. I , J_ 'Zj t *■ ;j n c j.
1 .. - i i . ■- w C nt r £ of a Cuckoo ter r -

♦

o h C' r sp'&r.' r-'s r k*  ̂L- ^  X- ed but no t- show r*» *■o neii terr ito r ICb inc 1
J, Lt  Lir. 1

Me adow ;
i a T,; X Si:y lark and Tu r* ni  i l  u Duck

Oth.:
Gatekeeper and Small White butterflies 
Browi; Hawke*:* dragonfly.
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ffaû ham̂ icte/j log to* vchem) ̂ um 

✓

________dUieh*< bao(£,\ -tVlau:̂  g( oje/, a tcstAAn̂b,
fcju/w' ****•i WaAx v  <SfXZ3i ia)<ua , mvos/oc

y*KUX\rit^'IprzwBtejL
&w yv  )/&£ j  fops duucuXxA

raSi,
* ’“ »*“ a , .

r- U/lfcTOkOGl'ULdt bu*Y SlLA, 
cMrovdht&si (jenrutf ponAutaLd.

i

i

{firtUXjX
pwennieaox̂ pass

AirtcUr uAllotoht̂
t i T
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CCAM C4C

riant C o mn uni ties

A fen lan channel ,, with f 1 oodba nk s . Th e r i gh t hank ha ̂ a wide be r
( 2 5m) , J. 4 I L  ; O i i L l use or. L-oth sides is arable (cereal and beet cm
the Ieft / beans on the ::ight) .

The left bank is cattle grazed with false oat, cocksfoe t, per ennia1
rye grass and thistles dominant, with sma 11 sc a 11 e r e d hawtho m s  on
the floodbank. The ditches behind are varied with g rea t
willowhe r b , reed c a na r y grass, reed swe et. grass and'br a n c h e d bur-
reed the most c oiumon species. The river na r g i n has great
will owl i e i'b, g ipsy wo r t , water figwort and some sedges. The fringe
consists of patches of greater and lesser pond sedges.

The right floodbank is overgrown with false oat, creeping thistle 
and cocksfoot. The hern is managed as hay meadow, with couch and 
perennial rye grass dominant. The soak ditch contains great 
willowherb, false oat, hedge bindweed and water figwort. The rough 
river margin is dominated by great willowherb, thistles, docks and 
reed canary grass. . There is a little fringing reed sweet grass and 
greater pond sedge.

The river is slow flowing and supports fennel-leaved pondweed, 
unbranched bur-reed, yellow water lily and arrowhead at 10 v cover.

82 species recorded.

Breeding Birds

Four species held a single territory each. Bushes along the left 
bank soke drain held Wren and Yellowhammer territories, with a Reed 
Bunting territory on the open right bank and a Moorhen territory 
centred on the channel.

Other species recorded but not shown to hold territories included 
Skylark, Red-Legged Partridge and Pheasant.

Other

Gatekeeper, Meadow Brown, Common Blue and Small White butterflies.
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CCAM 041

Plant Con::iani 11 e s

A f er: land c hanne i w i t h f 1 oodba riks a nd be rms of 10-2 Ora width. The 
left side land use is arable (cereals), as is the right side- 
(cereals ) .

The left bank is cattle grazed, with cocksfoot, false oat and 
perennial rye grass dominant, with yarrow and smooth hawksbeard on 
the floodbank. The soak ditch contains reed canary grass, branched 
bur-reed, great willowhcrb and hedge bindweed. The fringe consists 
of narrow patches of greater pond sedge.

The right berm is inproved hay meadow, with couch and smooth 
neadowgrass dominant. The floodbank is overgrown and dominated by 
false oat, cocksfoot, red fescue and creeping cinquefoil, with 
scattered small hawthorns. The margin also has coarse vegetation - 
great willowherb, false oat and perennial sow thistle dominant. 
There is no fringing vegetation.

The river is slow flowing and supports fennel-1eaved pondweed, 
lesser and fat duckweeds, hornwort, unbranched bur-reed, yellow 
water lily and arrowhead at 5-10% cover.

76 species recorded.

Breeding Birds

Six species held a single territory each. The open banks held 
territories of Meadow Pipit and Reed Bunting, with a pair of Sedge 
Warblers in the right soke dyke, Yellowhanmer and Wren territories 
in the hedge along the soke drain downstream on this bank and a 
Blackbird territory in the white willow on the left bank soke 
drain.

Two Kingfishers 'piping’ on June 13 almost certainly had young 
nearby, but the nest site was not known.

Other

Meadow and Wail Brown butterflies.


