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C A T C H M E N T  M A N A G E M E N T  P L A N N I N G

T H E  C O N C E P T

T h e  r iv e rs , la k e s , e stu a rie s  and  co a s ta l w aters o f  

England and W ales have never before been  subject to 

such extensive and rapidly increasing demands. The 

National Rivers Authority is the statutory regulator o f 

the  w ater en viron m en t and has a significant direct 

m anagem ent role. As such, the important responsibility 

o f  s a fe g u a rd in g  th e  w ater e n v iro n m e n t in clu d es 

reconciling conflicts betw een w ater users.

The M ission Statement o f the National Rivers Authority 

expresses the following principles:

C a tc h m e n t M a n a g e m e n t P la n s  tra n s la te  th e se  

principles into action. The plans describe the vision for 

e a ch  ca tch m en t, id entify  p ro b lem s and issues and 

p ro p o se  actions that may b e  taken to resolve them. 

The plans also  provide the m eans o f promoting two 

key aspects o f  environm ental managem ent -  land use 

planning and water quality objectives.

W A T E R  Q U A L I T Y  O B J E C T I V E S

T h e  W ater R eso u rces  Act (1 9 9 1 )  a llow s the 

Government to set Statutory Water Quality Objectives 

(SW QOs). These will replace the non-statutory River 

Q uality  O b jectiv es (R Q O s) set in the  1970s. The 

objectives set will be related to the uses o f the water. 

F ive su ch  uses have b een  p ro p o se d . D eta iled  

regulations have been published for one, the “Rivers 

Ecosystem” use, based on the suitability to support Fish 

populations. Implementation o f these regulations by 

Government is awaited.

W e w ill  p r o te c t  a n d  Im p ro v e  th e  w a te r  

en vironm ent by the effective m anagem ent of 

w a te r  r e s o u r c e s  an d  b y  s u b s ta n tia l  

r e d u c t i o n s  in  p o llu t io n . W e w ill aim  to  

p ro v id e  e ffe c tiv e  d e fe n ce  fo r  p eop le  and  

p ro p e rty  again st floo d in g  fro m  rivers and  

sea. In discharging o ur duties we will operate 

o p en ly  and balance the interests o f all who  

ben efit fro m  and use riv ers , groundw aters, 

e s tu a r ie s  a n d  c o a s ta l  w a te rs . W e w ill be 

businesslike, efficient and caring towards our 

em ployees.
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V I S I O N  F O R  T H E  C A T C H M E N T

T h e  im p a c t o f  h u m an  a c t iv it ie s , ran g in g  from  

in te n siv e  d e v e lo p m e n t to  ag ricu ltu re , has b een  

detrim ental in varying degrees to the environment of 

the B lackw ater and its tributaries.

T h e  N a tio n a l R iv ers  A u th o rity ’s v is io n  for the 

B lackw ater catchm ent com prises the following:

• Reverse the decline o f  the water 
en v iro n m en t a n d  seek to restore the 
river corridor to a  more na tu ra l state 
in  w hich it w ill becom e a va lued  asset 

f o r  the whole o f  the com m unity ;
• Secure protection a n d  enhancem ent 

o f  the w ater env ironm en t through its 
ow n  actions, in partnership  with  
others and, increasingly, through the 
process o f  la n d  use p lann ing , 
im plem ent the principles o f  sustainable  
developm ent;

•  Facilitate activities by various water 
users in  appropriate locations a n d  
ba lance them  so as to avo id  conflict, 
through strong links a n d  involvem ent
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E n v ir o n m e n t  Ag e n c y

T h e p rop osed  actions set out in this Final Plan 

re p re sen t a firm com m itm ent to  em bark up on 

secu rin g  th e  co m p reh en siv e  p ro te ctio n  and 

enhancem ent of the natural water environment of 

the catchm ent. These proposed actions alone will 

not achieve the vision. However, they will form a 

sound basis for further actions in the future and 

contribute towards the realization o f the vision.

C atchm ent plans are  d ynam ic docu m ents. The 

actions will be monitored and reviewed regularly. 

The Blackwater Catchment Management Plan will, in 

any c a s e , b e  su bsu m ed  w ith in  the Loddon 

Catchm ent M anagem ent Plan to  be prepared in 

1997/8. This will provide the opportunity for any 

necessary revision.
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R E V I E W  O F  T H E  C O N S U L T A T I O N  P R O C E S S

A fundamental ob jective o f Catchment M anagement 

Planning is to involve the public and all interested 

parties in the planning for the future well-being of the 

catchm ent. To m eet this ob jective the consultation 

p ro cess  in clu d ed  a p ress re le a se , a C o nsu ltation  

Document, a summary leaflet, displays in local libraries 

and meetings.

The press release, which was issued on 12th November 

1992, read as follows:

B L A C K W A T E R  R I V E R  C A T C H M E N T  

M A N A G E M E N T  P L A N

P la n n in g  f o r  tb e  f u t u r e  o f  th e  w a te r  
e n v ir o n m e n t in th e  B la c k w a te r  R iv e r  
Catchment is the main objective f o r  tbe NRA’s 
latest catchm ent management plan.
A consultation report has been sent to a  wide 
ra n g e  o f  o r g a n is a t io n s ,  g r o u p s  a n d  
in d iv id u a ls  in c lu d in g  P arish , D is tr ic t a n d  
County Councils. The p u rp o se  o f  the report is 
to ra ise  aw areness o f  the w ay we currently  
use  o u r  w a te r  h er ita g e  and  to  p la n  f o r  its  
fu tu r e  use. A num ber o f  displays in libraries  
and o th er  p u b lic  areas are  to  be organ ised  
over the nex t tw o months.
A re a s  c o v e r e d  in  th e  r e p o r t  in c lu d e  tb e  
B asingstoke Canal, B lackw ater Valley, Fleet 
P ond an d  th e  R ivers W hitew ater and H art.

The Consultation Document and the sum m ary w ere 

published in November 1992 and sent to a total of 119 

interested parties. The consultation period extended to 

29th Jan u ary  1993 and w ritten  co m m e n ts  w ere  

requested to be submitted by that date. Responses were 

received from 45% of those consulted.

On twelve days (between 29th November 1992 and 5th 

January 1993) a display was set up in the public libraries 

at Aldershot, Camberley, Farnborough, Fleet, Odiham 

and Sandhurst. Copies of the summary document were 

available at the display for members o f the public.

Following detailed analysis o f the comments received, a 

Draft Action Plan to address the issues was prepared. 

This was sent for comment to 81 key participants o f 

whom 57 attended a forum meeting on 17th November 

1993- As a result o f representations at the meeting, the 

period o f consultation was extended by a month to 17th 

Jan u ary  1994. H ow ever, in re co g n itio n  o f  the 

importance of such comments, responses received after 

that date have been taken into consideration.

The consultation exercise was helpful and productive. 

Not only did it afford the National Rivers Authority the 

opportunity to becom e more aware o f the concerns of 

others but it also resulted in the Blackwaier catchment 

and its issues being given a higher profile. The issues 

and actio n s w ere confirm ed as b ein g  co rre c t and 

appropriate.
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O V E R V I E W  O F  T H E  C A T C H M E N T

B R I E F  D E S C R I P T I O N  O F  T H E  C A T C H M E N T

T h e B lack w ater River catch m en t com p rises all land 

draining surface water run-off to the Blackwater River 

and its tributaries w hich include the River Whitewater, 

River Hart, Fleet Brook and Cove Brook. The length of 

Main River (over which the NRA has statutory powers 

fo r flo o d  d e fe n c e )  is 87  k ilo m e tre s ; the  length o f 

C o n tro lled  W ater (m on itored  by the NRA for w ater 

quality purposes) is 125 kilometres.

T h e  area  c o v e re d  by  th e  ca tch m e n t, w h ich  is 356 

s q u a re  k ilo m e tre s  in e x te n t ,  fa lls  w ith in  the  

a d m in is tra tiv e  b o u n d a rie s  o f  th e  fo llo w in g  Local 

Authorities:

Coun ty Coundls District &  Borough Coundls

H am pshire Hart DC

Rushmoor BC

Basingstoke & Deane BC

East Hampshire DC

Surrey Surrey Heath BC

Guildford BC

W averley BC

Berkshire W okingham DC

Bracknell Forest BC

The catchm ent is one o f  contrasts. On the western side 

the Rivers W hitew ater and Hart drain a largely open 

area (apart from the tow ns o f  Fleet, Hartley Wintney 

and H ook), whilst on the eastern side the Blackwater 

River and Cove Brook drain a heavily urbanised area 

c o m p r is in g  th e  to w n s o f  A ld e rsh o t, C am b erley , 

Fam borough, Sandhurst and Yateley.

During the period betw een the late 1950s and mid 

1980s considerable urbanisation took place, resulting in 

the crescent o f intense development which now exists 

along the Blackwater Valley. At present approximately 

250,000 people reside in the catchment and the good 

road and rail com munications with Central London 

continue to maintain pressure for further development.

Major variations in river water quality occur within the 

catchment. The River Whitewater is of “high” quality 

and supports a natural population o f brown trout. In 

contrast, the Blackw ater River is in part o f “p o o r” 

q u ality , although its  d ow nstream  re a ch e s  are 

considered to be of “fair” quality.

Water bearing strata underlie the catchment and act as a 

source both of drinking water supplies and of several 

springs which feed the Whitewater and Hart Rivers. The 

Blackwater River is also spring fed. However, sewage 

effluent is the major component o f flow in the river.

The Basingstoke Canal runs through the catchm ent 

from west to east close to the 75 metre ground contour. 

The canal, which has been restored and reopened, now 

supports a number o f  Sites of Special Scientific Interest 

and is regarded by many to be o f national ecological 

importance.

Within the catchment there are other water dependent 

h ab ita ts  which are d esignated  as S ites o f  Sp ecia l 

Scientific Interest. These include fens, lakes, bogs and 

water meadows, making this a particularly diverse and 

rich area in ecological terms. Fleet Pond, the largest 

freshwater lake in Hampshire, was designated as a Site 

o f Special Scientific Interest in 1951.

2



S U M M A R Y  O F  C A T C H M E N T  U S E S  A N ACTI VI TI ES

F I S H E R I E S :

This relates specifically to the maintenance o f breeding 

populations o f salmonid (i.e. gam e) and cyprinid (i.e. 

c o a r se )  fish . T he E u ro p ean  C o m m issio n  (E C ) 

Freshwater Fisheries Directive, on the quality o f waters 

needing protection or improvement in order to support 

fish life, provides a statutory basis for the protection o f 

water quality in certain rivers.

The B lackw ater River, w hich is an EC d esign ated  

cyprin id  fishery , has sev eral s ites  w ith g o o d  fish 

populations and tributaries that support wild brown 

trout. Impoverished fish populations are associated 

with areas of degraded habitat and poor water quality.

The River Whitewater is a high quality river with a good 

fish population. From its source to its confluence with 

the Blackwater River it is an EC designated salmonid 

fishery. The River Hart is a designated cyprinid fishery 

from Elvetham Park Bridge to the River Whitewater.

The Basingstoke Canal is a designated cyprinid fishery 

from Greywell Tunnel to Eelmoor Bridge, and supports 

good fish populations in many sections.

E C O L O G Y :

This refers to aq u atic  flora and fauna along w'ith 

dependent organisms. Dependent organisms are plants 

and animals which rely, at some stage o f their life cycle, 

on the aquatic environm ent or associated  land. A 

healthy river corridor will be characterised by a diverse 

and abundant plant and anim al com m unity and a 

variety o f habitat types.

The upper sections o f the Blackwater River and Cove 

Brook are extensively urbanised and the river therefore 

p ro v id es an e sse n tia l e co lo g ica l co rrid o r. The 

Whitewater and Hart valleys are much less developed 

and have a more natural structure and higher water 

quality. Important ecological features in the catchment 

include meadows, wet grasslands, bogs, marshes, lakes, 

ponds and gravel pits. In addition, the Greywell Tunnel 

on the B asin g sto k e  Canal has b een  d esignated  a 

wildlife heritage site o f world importance because of 

the size and diversity o f its bat population.



L A N D S C A P E :

T he landscape reflects the com plex interplay between 

th e  n a tu ra l e n v iro n m e n t an d  m a n ’s a c tiv itie s . 

G eom orphology, topography and drainage provide the 

b a sic  e le m e n ts  o f  the lan d scap e and, together with 

a s s o c ia te d  v e g e ta tio n  an d  s e t t le m e n t  p attern s, 

determ ine the essential landscape character o f different 

areas.

W ith in  th e  c a tc h m e n t th e re  a re  s e v e r a l d istin ct 

landscape zones. The p<x>rest quality landscape occurs 

in the Blackw ater Valley w here extensive development 

has resulted in pressure on the urban fringe.

A M E N I T Y ,  R E C R E A T I O N  A N D  
N A V I G A T I O N :

A ctiv ities  su ch  as w alk ing , bird  w atch in g , angling, 

boating, rowing and picnicking bring people into close 

proximity with the water.

A ccess by foot alongside the watercourses varies, being 

lim ite d  in th e  c a s e  o f  th e  R iv er W h itew ater, and 

excellen t in the case o f the Basingstoke Canal. On the 

B la c k w a te r  R iv er, c o n s id e r a b le  im p ro v em en t is 

underway in association with road construction works. 

Fleet Pond and W ellington Country Park are sites which 

attract large numbers o f  visitors.

The lakes and gravel pits in the catchm ent, notably in 

the B lack w ater V alley , provide for boating, sailing, 

ro w in g , w in d su rfin g  an d  w a te rs k iin g . O n the 

Basingstoke Canal, boating and canoeing are the main 

activities.

N avigation relates to w aterw ays for which there is a 

s ta tu to ry  rig h t o f  p a s s a g e  fo r  b o a t tra ffic . T h e 

Basingstoke Canal is the only exam ple in the catchment 

with such statutory right o f navigation.

W A T E R  A B S T R A C T I O N :

This includes surface and groundwater abstractions for 

p o tab le  and non-potable su p p lies. M ajor p o tab le  

abstractions are operated by Water Supply Companies. 

Since 1963 abstractions have been licensed to ensure 

they do not derogate either existing sources or the 

natural w ater environment, including surface water 

flows.

Abstractions from groundwater for potable supplies are 

made by the Mid-Southern Water Company. There are 

32 non-potable licences in the catchment comprising 18 

groundwater and 14 surface water abstractions.

E F F L U E N T  D I S P O S A L :

T h e m ajority  of co n se n te d  d isch a rg e s  m ad e to 

watercourses are from sewage treatment works. The 

raw sewage entering a treatment works usually consists 

o f both household sew age and trade effluent from 

indu strial prem ises. C ontrol o f each  d isch arg e  is 

achieved by imposing consent conditions which limit 

the volume and quality of the effluent.

Treated sewage effluent constitutes the majority of the 

flo w  in the B lack w ater River ab o v e  th e  River 

W hitewater confluence. The quality o f the effluent is 

the prime factor in determining the river water quality.
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A G R I C U L T U R E  A N D  F O R E S T R Y : B U I L T  E N V I R O N M E N T :

I

This cov ers co m m ercia l forestry  and all types o f  

agriculture. These activities may affect the quality of 

surface and groundwaters (e.g. leaching o f pesticides 

and nitrate) or require flood defence/land drainage 

activities to be undertaken so as to ensure field drains 

can operate freely.

T he ch a lk  d ow nland s in the so u th -w est o f  the 

ca tch m en t area are o f  co n s id e ra b le  value as an 

agricultural resource and suited to the growing o f 

cereal crops. In com parison, agricultural land in the 

Blackw ater Valley has severe limitations on its use 

since it is subject to flooding and waterlogging. Grazing 

is the predominant agricultural activity in this area.

The p red om in an t ag ricu ltu ral activ ities  in the 

W hitewater Valley are m ixed farming and livestock 

production.

The built environment includes residential, commercial 

and industrial d ev elop m en ts. Land u se p lan n in g  

matters are primarily the responsibility o f County and 

D istrict C o u n cils. H ow ever, the  N ation al R ivers 

Authority is a statutory co n su ltee  in the planning 

process and can play a key role in influencing such 

matters.

Development in the catchment is concentrated on the 

Blackwater Valley which has played a significant role in 

accommodating regional growth since the late 1950s. 

The high rate o f growth has placed increasing pressure 

on the natural water environment.

M I N E R A L  E X T R A C T I O N  A N D  S O L I D  

W A S T E  D I S P O S A L :

M ineral ex tractio n  has the p o ten tia l to  a ffect the 

catchment through effluent discharge whilst works are 

active, and through contam ination o f ground and 

surface water when disused workings are used as solid 

waste disposal sites.

The gravels of the Blackwater Valley are continuing to 

be extensively worked in the vicinity o f Yateley and 

E versley  C ross. T h e  m ajority o f  n o n -in e r l w aste  

d isp o sa l s ites  c lo s e  to w a terco u rse s  are fo rm er 

e x tra c tio n  sites a long the B la ck w a te r  V a lley . 

Contaminated waste disposal sites in the catchm ent 

include both active and disused gasworks and sewage 

treatment works.
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I N F R A S T R U C T U R E  A N D  

C O M M U N I C A T I O N S :

This includes all the works and structures necessary to 

support developm ent: roads, railways, airports, power 

supply, w ater supply and sew age disposal facilities etc. 

T he provision o f  these may lead to significant impacts 

on  the natural water environm ent.

M any  e le m e n ts  o f  in fra s tru c tu re  h av e  not b e e n  

u p grad ed  to  m eet the d em ands p laced  upon them . 

H e n c e , th e re  is a n e e d  to  e n s u re  th a t fu rth er 

in frastru ctu re investm ent d o es  not com prom ise the 

natural water environm ent.

A R C H A E O L O G Y  A N D  H E R I T A G E :

This deals with features of archaeological significance, 

areas w hich have b een  designated as conservation 

areas because of their urban form, and sites o f heritage 

value because of their nature conservation, scientific, 

scenic, historical or archaeological importance. Many of 

th ese  sites have a strong re la tio n sh ip  with w ater 

features.

Gravel workings in the Blackwater Valley have led to 

the discovery of many archaeological artefacts, notably 

from the Bronze Age in the area north o f Yateley.

Many o f the villages in the west of the catchment have 

conservation area status, as d oes the B asingstoke 

C an al. The area  north o f  the M3 b etw ee n  the 

Whitewater and Blackwater Rivers has been designated 

as a Countryside Heritage Area.
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F L O O D  D E F E N C E :

This activity deals with the protection of people and 

property from flcxxling from natural watercourses. The 

standards o f flood protection considered appropriate 

vary according to the land use to be protected and the 

econom ics of providing the service.

On w atercourses designated  as “ Main River ” the 

National Rivers Authority has permissive powers to 

construct new defences, maintain defences and control 

the a c tio n s  o f  o th ers  under the form al co n sen ts  

procedures. By controlling and influencing the actions 

o f others the risk to existing and future activities can be 

minimised.

On the River Whitewater and River Hart there are few 

urban areas at risk from flooding. However, in February 

1990 six teen  properties in Crondall w ere flooded . 

Works to alleviate the risk o f flooding have recently 

been completed by the National Rivers Authority.

The Blackwater Valley Ls extensively developed and up 

to fifty p rop erties are con sid ered  to b e  at risk o f 

flooding in Blackwater, Farnborough and Aldershot. A 

flood storage lagoon on the Cove B rook  b a lan ces 

su rface  w ater ru n -o ff g e n e ra te d  by th e  u rban  

developm ent in the area so that flood risks are not 

increased downstream.



R E L A T I O N S H I P  B E T W E E N  L A N D  U S E  A N T H E  W A T E R  E N V I R O N M E N T

T h e  b ro a d  o b je c t iv e  o f  c a tc h m e n t m an ag em en t 

planning is to  con serv e and enh an ce the total water 

e n v iro n m e n t th ro u g h  e ffe c tiv e  land  and resou rce  

m an agem en t. T h e  N ational Rivers Authority is well 

p laced  to in fluence som e o f  the factors affecting the 

water environm ent, particularly in relation to the river 

corridor itself. However, it has very little direct control 

o v e r  th e  m e c h a n is m s  w h ich  d e te rm in e  land  use 

activities on  a catchm ent-w ide basis. This function is 

primarily the responsibility o f local planning authorities 

through the im plem entation o f  the town and country 

planning legislation.

T h e  N a tio n a l R iv ers  A u th o rity  w ill b e  jo in tly  

responsible, with other organisations and individuals, 

for im plem enting the actions identified in this Final 

Plan.

P rog ress w ill b e  m o n ito red  on  a regular basis and 

reported annually in a review  document. The annual 

review will:

• deta il the progress achieved compared  
w ith the work p lanned ,

• iden tify  ad d itio n a l actions required in 
the light o f  changes in  the catchment,

• consider the need  to update the 
C atchm ent M anagem ent Plan.

The policies contained in statutory development plans 

are important in this regard. Such policies set out the 

framework for land use activities. They provide the key 

consideration in deciding whether planning permission 

should be granted. Since 1989, the National Rivers 

Authority has been actively encouraging local planning 

authorities to include policies which safeguard the water 

environment. Many such policies are now in force. The 

process will continue as County Structure Plans and 

D istrict and B orough Local P lans co v erin g  the 

catchment are reviewed and revised. This will ensure 

that the policies remain up to date.
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o
C A T C H M E N T -  W I D E  A C T I O N  P L A N  ( I )

I S S U E S T R A T E G Y A C T I O N P R I O R I T Y T I M I N G L E A D O T H E R S C O S T  ( £ K )  
1994/99

CWl.Impact of 
development on 
river corridors 
within Blackwater 
catchment

1. Ensure
appropriateness of 
development

1. Continue promotion of appropriate land 
use policies and influence of development 
plans.

2. Improve appropriate policy framework in 
development plans and implement to resist 
inappropriate development.

High

High

Ongoing

Ongoing

NRA

CC, BC, 
DC

NRA

5

3. Continue to ensure, through the 
consultation process, that planning 
decisions respect the needs of the water 
environment.

High Ongoing CC,BC,
DC

NRA

4. Undertake surveys to improve 
information on flood risk and its impact on 
development.

Medium 97/8 NRA 50

2. Manage quantity 
and quality of 
urban and road 
run-off

1. Produce run-off control management plan 
incorporating recommendations on source 
control and flow attenuation.

2. Advise on best practical environmental 
options.

Medium

High

95/6

94/5 onwards

NRA

NRA

TWUL, 
BC, DC

5

3

Note. Costs shown are those attributable to the NRA are indicative and subject to detailed project justification.



C A T C H M E N T -  W I D E  A C T I O N  P L A N  ( I I )

I S S U E S T R A T E G Y A C T I O N P R I O R I T Y T I M I N G L E A D O T H E R S C 0 S T ( £ K )
1994/99

CW2. River
maintenance
standards

1. Produce 
integrated river 
management plan

1. Produce methodology for maintenance 
standard (NRA R&D Project).

2. Pilot test R&D methodology on 
Blackw'ater River.

High

High

Complete

95/6

NRA

NRA 10

3. Produce agreed Peach Sketch Maps for 
River Maintenance Management 
after multidisciplinary consultation.

Medium 96/7 NRA CWTs, EN 15

4. Publish standards, targets and maintain 
Blackwater to the agreed methodology.

Medium 97/8 onwards NRA 120

5. Carry out similar action for the River Hart. Medium 97/8 onwards NRA CWTs, EN 85

CW3. Groundwater 
quality

1. Implement NRA 
Groundwater 
Protection Policy

1. Promote Groundwater Protection Policy 
to local Planning Authorities.

High 94/5 onwards NRA CC,
BC, DC

!

CW4. Surface water 
quality

1. Implement 
Statutory Water 
Quality Objectives

1. Submit Proposals to DoE and conduct 
informal consultation

2. Implement.

High Dependent 
upon DoE

Dependent 
upon DoE

NRA

NRA TWUL,
Discharges

Note. Costs shown are those attributable to the NRA are indicative and subject to detailed project justification.



B L A C K W A T E R  R I V E R  A C T I O N  P L A N  ( I )

I S S U E S T R A T E G Y A C T I O N P R I O R I T Y T I M I N G L E A D O T H E R S C O S T ( £ K )  
1994/99

BW l. Impact of 
development on 
Blackwater River 
corridor

1. Minimise 
adverse impact of 
Blackwater Valley 
Road

1. Finalise design of river works and 
mitigation proposals.

2. Implement sympathetic river works and 
mitigation proposals.

3. Monitor works after construction.

High

High

Medium

Complete 

93/4 ,94/5 , 95/6 

93/4 onwards

HCC, SCC 

HCC, SCC 

NRA

NRA

NRA

HCC, SCC 10

2. Develop and 
implement habitat 
enhancement 
programme

1. Commission strategic river corridor 
habitat survey, formulate enhancement 
programme.

2. Implement enhancement works and 
management regime incorporating 
geomorphological principles.

High

Medium

94/5

95/6 onwards

NRA

NRA

EN, CWTs

EN, CC,
BC,
DC,
Developers

50+

3. Develop and
implement
landscape
enhancement
programme

1. Undertake a strategic enhancement 
study of Cove Brook.

2. Commission strategic landscape 
assessment, formulate enhancement 
programme.

3. Implement enhancement works 
incorporating geomorphological principles.

High

High

Medium

94/5

95/6

95/6 onwards

HCC, RBC 

NRA

NRA

NRA

CoCo,
CC, BC,
DC

CC, BC,
DC,
Developers.

10

50+

4. Maintain, 
develop and 
improve fish 
populations

1. Continue programme of fishery 
assessments.

2. Implement habitat improvements.

3. Protect and improve isolated brown trout 
populations.

High

Medium

High

96/7

94/5 onwards 

Ongoing

NRA

NRA

NRA

CC, BC,
DC,
Developers
Landowner

10

50

Note: Costs shown are those attributable to the NRA are indicative a n d  subject to detailed project justification.



B L A C K W A T E R  R I V E R  A C T I O N  P L A N  ( I I )

I S S U E S T R A T E G Y

..

A C T I O N P R I O R I T Y T I M I N G L E A D O T H E R S C 0 S T ( £ K )
1994/99

BW2. Water quality 
in Blackwater River

1. Improve water 
quality downstream 
of Camberley STW 
(3.3km reach failed 
RQO in 1990)

1. Improve Camberley STW. High Complete TWUL NRA

2. Maintain quality 
improvement 
downstream of 
Aldershot Military 
STW to Cove Brook

1. Review consent at Ash Vale STW. Medium 94/5 NRA TWUL l

3. Improve water 
quality downstream 
of Cove Brook to 
R.Loddon

1. Review consent at Sandhurst STW. Medium 94/5 NRA TWUL l

4. Manage impact 
of potential changes 
to trade effluent 
treatment at 
Camberley STW

1. Monitor water quality downstream and 
review consent if necessary.

High 95/6
(dependent 
upon TWUL 
proposals)

NRA TWUL

‘

Note: Costs shown are those attributable to the NRA are indicative a n d  subject to detailed project justification.



B L A C K W A T E R  R I V E R  A C T I O N  P L A N  ( I I I )

I S S U E S T R A T E G Y A C T I O N P R I O R I T Y T I M I N G L E A D O T H E R S C O S T  ( £ K )  
1994/99

BW2. Water quality 
in Blackwater River 
(Continued)

5. Review 
suitability of river 
for appropriate

1. Collect data on bacteriological water 
quality.

High 95/6 onwards NRA

BC, DC, 
BVRCMS

10

water contact 
sports

2. Prepare action plan based on 
forthcoming Government proposals on 
SWQOs for Water Sport Activity.

High Dependent 
upon DoE

NRA 5

2

6. Reduce excessive 
number of oil

1. Implement Pollution Prevention Initiative. High Complete NRA Industry 5

pollution incidents 2. Monitor surface water outfalls.

3. Investigate pollution incidents: prosecute 
if appropriate.

Medium

High

93/4 onwards 

93/4 onwards

NRA

NRA

TWUL,
BC, DC

TWUL, BC, 
DC

25

100

BW3. Excessive 
Macrophyte growth

1. Formulate 
management 
strategy

1. Carry out DO survey programme.

2. Propose designation of Blackwater as a 
‘Sensitive Area (Eutrophic)' under EC Directive 
on Wastewater Treatment leading to phosphate 
removal at STW.

3. Baseline study monitoring of impact of 
phosphate removal.

4. Investigate improved habitat management 
technique.

High

High

High

Medium

93/4 onwards 

Complete

94/5 onwards 

94/5 onwards

NRA

NRA

NRA

NRA Landowner

5

50

Note: Costs shown are those attributable to the NRA are indicative a n d  subject to detailed project justification.



B L A C K W A T E R  R I V E R  A C T I O N  P L A N  ( I V )

I S S U E S T R A T E G Y A C T I O N P R I O R I T Y T I M I N G L E A D O T H E R S C 0 S T ( £ K )
1994/99

BW4. Inadequate 
flood defence 
standards

1. Improve 
standards to 
appropriate level

1. Carry out multifunctional feasibility 
study

High Complete NRA EN, CoCo, 
CWTs, CC, 
BC, DC

10

2. Design environmentally sympathetic and 
economically justifiable scheme.

High 95/6 NRA 15

3. Implement scheme. High 96/7 NRA 300

4. Monitor. Medium 97/8 onwards NRA 2

BW5. Recreational 
and amenity usage

1. Protect and 
promote 
appropriate 
recreational uses 
and facilities

1. Identify opportunities, promote and 
implement improv ements, including 
extension of Blackwater Valley Footpath.

High Ongoing BVRCMS NRA
CC, DC,
Sp Co,
CoCo

SBls!
Note: Costs shown are those attributable to the NRui are indicative and  subject to detailed project justification.



R I V E R  H A R T  A C T I O N  P L A N

I S S U E S T R A T E G Y A C T I O N P R I O R I T Y T I M I N G L E A D O T H E R S C O S T ( £ K )  
1994/99

RHl. Flooding at 1. Improve flood 1. Implement scheme on main river. High Completed 93/4 NRA 90

Crondall from River defence standards
Hart and minor 2. Implement scheme on minor High 95/6 HCC, HDC NRA 25
watercourses watercourses.

3. Identify other areas at risk, investigate High 93/4 to 96/7 HCC, HDC NRA 50

and alleviate.

RH2. Water quality 1. Improve water 1. Review consent conditions. High Complete NRA 5
in the River Hart quality downstream
and Fleet Brook of Fleet STW 2. Improve Fleet STW to meet tightened High Dependent upon TWUL

consent conditions. outcome of appeal

RH3 Effect of 1. Evaluate 1. Assess priority for detailed study. Medium Completed 93/4 NRA 1
Itchel abstraction on situation as part of
local springs and regional review 2. Review situation. Medium 94/5 onwards NRA 2
river flows in upper
Hart

RH4. Degraded 1. Formulate and 1. Undertake River Corridor Habitat High 95/6 NRA 2
habitats implement Survey.

enhancement
programme 2. Undertake Fisheries survey. High Complete 94/5 NRA

3. Prepare management and enhancement. High 95/6 96/7 NRA
CC, BC,
DC, 20

4. Undertake habitat enhancement works. Medium 95/6 onwards NRA Landowner

RH5. Poor 1. Investigate 1. Undertake targeted fishery surveys. Medium 95/6 NRA 3
population of fish situation and
in upper reaches of formulate 2. Formulate recommendations. Medium 94/5 NRA 1
Hart appropriate

solutions 3. Implement recommendations. Medium 94/5 onwards NRA

Note. Costs shown are those attributable to the NRA are indicative a n d  subject to detailed project justification.



R I V E R  W H I T E W A T E R  A C T I O N  P L A N

I S S U E S T R A T E G Y A C T I O N P R I O R I T Y T I M I N G L E A D O T H E R S C 0 S T ( £ K )
1994/99

WWl. Water 
quality on River 
Whitewater

1. Investigate cause 
of apparent low 
dissolved oxygen

1. Undertake studies.

2. Implement recommendations.

High

Medium

94/5

94/5 onwards

NRA

NRA

2

WW2. Degraded 
habitats

1. Formulate and 
implement 
enhancement 
programme

1. Undertake River Corridor Habitat. 
Survey.

2. Undertake fisher es survey.

3. Prepare management and enhancement 
strategy incorporating geomorphological 
survey information.

4. Undertake habitat enhancement works.

High

High

High

Medium

94/5

Complete, 97/8 

95/6

94/5 onwards

NRA

NRA

NRA

NRA

CC, BC,
DC,

Landowner

2

:
WW3. Concern 
over low flows in 
upper Whitewater

1. Investigate, 
monitor and review 
situation

1. Assess river using NRA standardised 
methodology.

2. Monitor flows and review situation.

High

Medium

Complete 

94/5 onwards

NRA

NRA

MSWC

MSWC

3

5

WW4. Recognition 
of special value of 
Whitewater valley

1. Consider 
designation of 
Whitewater Valley 
Countryside 
Heritage Area

1. Promote consideraiion of benefits, 
implications and cost of such designation.

Medium 93/4 NRA HCC,
HDC,
BDBC

1

Note: Costs shoivn are those attributable to the NRA are indicative a n d  subject to detailed project justification.



00

B A S I N G S T O K E  C A N A L  A C T I O N  P L A N

I S S U E S T R A T E G Y A C T I O N P R I O R I T Y T I M I N G L E A D O T H E R S C O S T  ( £ K )  
1994/99

BCl. Balance 
1 between ecological 
value and 
recreation/amenity 
use

1. Formulate 
multidisciplinary 
management 
strategy

1. Increase participation by NRA in 
Basingstoke Canal Authority Liaison Group.

2. Continue fisheries survey programme.

High

High

93/4 onwards 

93 /4 ,98 /9

NRA

NRA

BCA, EN l

10

BC2. Dependence of 
ecological value on 
water quality

1. Maintain water 
quality

1. Monitor water quality.

2. Investigate silt load in run-off into canal.

High

Medium

93/4 onwards 

95/6

NRA

NRA

BCA, EN 

BCA

5

BC3. Proposed 
increased 
navigational use

1. Assessment of 
implications for 
water demand

1. Consider conditions for abstraction 
licence.

Medium Dependent 
upon BCA

NRA BCA 1

2. Assessment of 
proposals to 
increase navigable 
length

1. Safeguard Greywell Tunnel as a 
nationally important habitat for bats.

High Ongoing EN NRA

Note: Costs shown are those attributable to the NRA are indicative a n d  subject to detailed project justification.



1

F L E E T  P O N D  A C T I O N  P L A N

I S S U E S T R A T E G Y A C T I O N P R I O R I T Y T I M I N G L E A D O T H E R S C 0 S T ( £ K )
1994/99

FPl. Continued 1. Ensure 1. Evaluate MoD silt traps. High Ongoing NRA MoD, 2
long term appropriate HDC,FPS,
deterioration of management of 2. Investigate further options to prevent silt Medium Ongoing MoD NRA,
ecological value pond and MoD pollution. HDC,

land upstream on FPS
Gelvert Stream

3- Finalise Draft Management Plan. High 94/5 FPS HDC, EN,
HWT,
NRA,

4. Prepare Fishery Management Strategy. Medium 97/8 future NRA HDC, FPS 1

5. Monitor the statu s o f Macrophyte Medium Ongoing EN NRA,FPS,
Communities. HDC

6. Set SWQO for Pond. Low Dependent NRA HDC,FPS, 1
upon DoE MoD

Note: Costs shown are those attributable to the NRA are indicative and  subject to detailed project justification.
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K E Y  T O  A B B R E V I A T I O N S

BBONT Berkshire, Buckinghamshire and Oxfordshire Naturalists Trusts

BC Borough Council

BCA Basingstoke Canal Authority

BDBC Basingstoke & Deane Borough Council

BVRCMS Blackwater Valley Recreation and Countryside Management Service

CC County Council

CoCo Countryside Commission

CWT County Wildlife Trust

DC District Council

DO Dissolved Oxygen

DoE Department of the Environment

EC European Community

EN English Nature

FPS Fleet Pond Society

HCC Hampshire County Council

HDC Hart District Council

HWT Hampshire Wildlife Trust

MoD Ministry of Defence

MSWC Mid-Southern Water Company

NRA National Rivers Authority

RBC Rushmoor Borough Council

R&D Research and Development

SCC Surrey County Council

STW Sewage Treatment Works

SWQO Statutory Water Quality Objectives

SWT Surrey Wildlife Trust

Sp Co Sports Council

TWUL Thames Water Utilities

2 0



C O N T A C T I N G  T H E  N R A

The Blackwater River Catchment lies within the 

South East Area of the Thames Region of the 

National Rivers Authority. General enquiries 
should be addressed initially to:-

National Rivers Authority 
Mr Adrian Birtles
Area Manager-Thantes Region South East Area 
Riverside Works,
Fordbridge Road,
Sunbury on Thames,
Middlesex, TW166AP.
T e l 01932 789833 Fax: 01932 786463

Enquiries regarding Catchment Management Plans 

should be directed to Mr Mark Hodgins 
Catchment Manager at the above address.

A NATIONAL NRA EMERGENCY HOTLINE IS 
AVAILABLE TO REPORT POLLUTION, POACHING, 

FLOODING OR ANY SIGN OF DAMAGE OR 
DANGER TO THE NATURAL WATER 

ENVIRONMENT. THE FREEPHONE NUMBER FOR 
USE ANYWHERE IN ENGLAND OR WALES IS:

0800 - 80 70 60
___ ■■ __ I


