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7 he N a tio n a l R ive rs  Authority, 
Tham es Region, encou rages  
th e  p u rs u it  o f  a va rie ty  o f  re c re a tio n a l 

a c tiv it ie s  a lo n g  the  136 m ile s  of the  
f re s h w a te r R ive r Tham es fo r which  
i t  is  the m a n a g in g  authority.

It m u s t c a te r  fo r : -  
A n g le rs , B o a tin g  en thus iasts , 
C anoe is ts , D in g h y  sa ilo rs  a n d  
Yachtsm en, H o lid a ym a ke rs  in h ired  
c ra ft, N atura lis ts, O arsm en, S w im m ers  
a n d  S u b -a q u a  d ive rs  a n d  Walkers.

W ith so  m a n y  in te re s ts  co m p e tin g  
fo r  sp ace , is the R ive r la rg e  enough  
to  a c c o m m o d a te  them  a ll w ithout 
c o n flic t  a n d  risk  to p e rs o n a l safety?

The a n s w e r is y e s -p ro v id e d  th a t 
a ll r ive r use rs  are sa fe ty  consc ious  
a n d  p ra c tis e  g o o d  r ive r manners.
The NRA, Tham es R e g io n ’s jo b  is to  
e n su re  eve ryone  ha s  an e q u a l

o p p o rtu n ity  to en joy th e ir activity, 
w ith o u t im p a irin g  the en joym en t o f 
others.

This b o o k le t a im s to  he lp  
everyone  to c o n d u c t th e ir ow n  
a c tiv ity  in sa fe ty  an d  to fos te r g o o d  
re la tion s  a n d  a sp ir it o f  
u n d e rs ta n d in g  a m o n g s t all r ive r 
users  b y  exp la in ing  the ne eds  a nd  
lim ita tio ns  o f each  d iffe re n t activity. 
P lease  re a d  the se c tion s  a b o u t 
ac tiv itie s  o th e r than yo u r ow n s ince  
th is  w ill he lp  you to a p p re c ia te  the 
p ro b le m s  o f others.

N ine R ive r User G roups have  
b e e n  es ta b lish e d  to e n co u ra g e  
b e tte r  un d e rs ta n d in g  a m o n g s t 
rive rs  users. B e tw een  them  they  
c o v e r the leng th  o f the  Thames, 
in c lu d in g  the tid a l sec tion  be tw een  
Teddington a n d  Tower B rid g e  w h ich
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fa lls  u n d e r the nav iga tiona l co n tro l 
o f the Port o f  London Authority. They 
are  m ade  u p  o f rep resen ta tives from  
the various clubs, sp o rtin g  
associa tions, co m m erc ia l firm s an d  
o the rs  who use the River. The 
a p p ro p ria te  D is tric t N aviga tion  
In s p e c to r (see “use fu l ad d resses  ") 
w ill b e  ab le  to  g ive you the nam e an d  
a d d re ss  o f the G roup tha t covers  
yo u r stretch. If you be long  to a c lu b  
tha t uses the river, en co u ra g e  it to 
seek rep resen ta tion  on the 
a p p ro p ria te  Group.

The NRA, Thames R eg ion  are  
g ra te fu l to the R. U. G.s 
fo r a ll the he lp  they  
have given.
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GENERAL GUIDANCE NOTES

•  Lea rn  about o ther activ ities by reading 
the  w h o le  of th is bookle t so you can 
a p p re c ia te  the ir needs and he lp  them  if 
poss ib le . Learn and  w atch out for the 
va riou s  s igna ls  used to ind ica te  other 
sp o rtin g  activities.
•  O b ta in  a c o p y  o f "The W ater Sports 
C o d e ” from  the Sports C ouncil for further 
adv ice .
•  S how  unders tand ing  to others when 
they a re  eng a g e d  in organ ised 
com petition .
•  For river activ ities to run smoothly, it is 
nece ssa ry  to  coord ina te  organ ised 
ac tiv ities  w ith  those of other river users 
and  ensure the M anager and Chief 
Inspector, N avigation is consu lted in 
a d va n ce  o f any event (see useful 
addresses).
•  P eace and qu ie t is one of the 
a ttrac tions of the  river and sound carries 
well, pa rticu la rly  at night. R em em berthat 
excess ive  noise is a source of nuisance to 
others.
•  P lease avoid pollution. Never throw litter

or rubbish into the water or leave it on the 
banks.
•  Conserve the environm ent and try not 
to dam age river banks, vegetation and 
wildlife. The river is a nature reserve and a 
range of animals depends upon it for their 
existence.
•  Som etim es items of historical or 
a rchaeo log ica l interest may be found.
The Recreation and Conservation 
M anager (see useful addresses) should 
be contacted  with regard to ow nership or 
im portance of such items.

Regulations
•  There are various regulations 
govern ing the use of the Tham es and its 
banks for boaters of all sorts, anglers, 
riparian owners, towpath walkers, etc. 
W hether you want to erect a landing stage 
or hold a regatta, organise a fishing m atch 
or a sponsored walk -  please -  check 
with the relevant NRA Thames Region 
departm ent (see useful addresses) and 
the Specific  Activ ity Sections of this booklet.



GENERAL RIVER SAFETY

•  The River can be both fun and 
dangerous and due account m ust be 
taken of prevailing river conditions. All 
river activities can be  enjoyed with 
m inimum risk if som e sim ple gu idelines 
on safety are followed. You will find som e 
of these in the “Specific  Activities" 
sections.
•  Be aware of the potential health risks 
associated with water recreation. Obtain a 
copy of the NRA Tham es Region’s leaflet 
‘Water W isdom ’ for adv ice  on healthy 
water recreation. Contact the Public 
Relations O ffice (see useful addresses).

Learn how to avoid accidents
•  Unfortunately, every year there are 
accidents on the River, many of which are 
very serious -  som e even fatal:—
•  Weirs are dangerous areas; warning 
signs should always be respected. It is 
both dangerous and illegal to interfere 
with weir gates and sluices. If th is appears 
necessary in an emergency, seek the 
advice and help of the lock-keeper.
•  Any river activity is at greater risk when 
there are strong currents, high river levels 
or cold weather conditions. Don’t take 
risks and never underestim ate the power 
of the River. In strong stream conditions it 
is advisable to keep off the River.
•  When large red ‘Caution Strong Stream ’ 
warning boards are disp layed at locks,
all craft are advised to moor up until the 
stream abates.

•  W hen large, yellow ‘Caution Stream  
increasing/decreasing’ warning boards 
are d isp layed at locks, all unpowered craft 
are advised to m oor up until the stream 
abates. W hen ‘ increasing’ stream  is 
indicated, pow ered vessels are advised 
to seek safe mooring. When ‘decreasing’ 
stream  is indicated, powered vesse ls may 
proceed w ith caution.
•C h ild re n  should always be 
accom pan ied  by an adult when visiting or 
playing on or near water.
•  In the event of a river accident, ring the 
em ergency services on 999 or tell the 
nearest lock-keeper who will sum m on 
assistance.

Learn how to cope if an accident 
should occur
•  You sh o u ld :-
a) Know how to help a person in 
difficu lties in the water
b) Learn an approved resuscitation 
techn ique -  a small booklet, 
“Resuscitation G u ide” is available from 
the R esuscitation Council at a cost of 
£1.00, with a d iscount for bulk orders.
(See useful addresses).

c) Learn how to adm in ister First A id
d) Learn how to deal with hypotherm ia

If in doubt, do not put yourself at r is k -  
get help



GUIDANCE FOR SPECIFIC WATER SPORTS

G o ve rn ing  b o d ie s  of w a te r sp o rts  p ro d u c e  ru les fo r 
sa fe ty  a n d  o th e r matters. These sh o u ld  be  re a d  a n d  

u n d e rs to o d  before tak ing  p a r t in  any activity.

ANGLERS

B efo re  going fish ing
•  C h eck  you are ca rry ing  a va lid  rod 
lice n ce  (if you are over 12). These are 
o b ta in a b le  from  tack le  dea le rs  or from the  
NRA, Tham es Region (see useful 
addresses).
•  C h e ck  you have perm ission to fish; 
fish in g  in the Tham es above Staines is not 
necessa rily  p ub lic  and possession of a rod  
licence  doe s  not g ive  you the right to fish.
•  You m ay fish certa in  weirs w ith a permit. 
For fu rther details, p lease con tac t Craft 
R egistra tion and Rod and Line Licences 
(see  useful addresses).
•  O bse rve  the fish ing rules and  byelaws 
a p p lic a b le  to the stre tch you are fishing. 
F ish ing in lock cu ts  and approaches to 
lo cks  is not perm itted  betw een 15 March 
a n d  31 O c to b e r inclusive. A t no time is it 
pe rm iss ib le  to fish from  or over lock lay-bys;
O n o r by the R iver
•  Take ca re  when casting  and ground 
ba iting  and  rem em ber your hooks, lines 
a n d  ledge r w e ights can be dangerous. 
Look  beh ind  and in front to ensure the 
a rea  is clear.
•  Beware of fishing near overhead 
e lec tric  cables. C ontact or c lose  proxim ity

between cable and fishing rod m ay cause 
fatal injury.
•  Keep an eye on any ch ild ren with you, 
to ch e ck  they do not ge t into difficulties.
•  Take your litter home, 
especia lly  d iscarded 
tackle. Fishing hooks, and 
nylon line are dangerous 
to b irds  and animals.
W asted line should be 
taken home and burnt.
The use of lead shot (between the weights
0.06 and 28.35 g) for fishing is now 
proh ib ited -  use lead-free alternatives.
•  Follow the Country Code; shut gates, 
keep to footpaths, guard against fire 
and respect wildlife.
•  All craft have a right to navigate the 
full w id th  of the river. A lthough asked 
to take care, they can inadvertently 
ca rry  away fishing tackle as it is often 
difficu lt to see the line. This often



happens accidenta lly when anglers are 
hidden from view by bankside vegetation 
and should not be regarded as a 
deliberate spoiling of your sport.
•  If fishing at vacant regular mooring 
places, please be prepared to move if a 
vessel w ishes to moor.
•  Take particular care when fish ing from 
a boat. Wear a buoyancy aid or lifejacket 
and take care not to obstruct the main 
navigation channel.

CAMPING AND PICNICKING

•  When cam ping and/or picnicking, 
please take care not to:
-  cam p or light fires without perm ission 
- th ro w  rubbish into the river
-  light fires near to dried foliage
-  chop down trees for firewood 
Please, always:
-  clean up the site before you leave 
- ta k e  your rubbish hom e or put it in a

litterbin
-  follow the Country Code.

CANOEISTS

•  Canoes must be currently registered 
with the NRA, Thames Region. 
Registration certificates usually expire on 
31 December, although short period 
certificates may be obta ined for craft 
entering the Thames from  other 
waterways. There are also reduced 
charges available for craft only in use 
late in the year (see useful addresses).
•  Obey the general rules of 
navigation and know the 
“ rules for the avoidance of 
collis ions” issued by the 
NRA, Thames Region 
(see useful addresses).
Craft should avoid

collisions by keep ing to the right -  the 
normal practice  of seam en and oarsm en. ^
•  Buoyancy a ids or life jackets shou ld  be / f  
worn at all times and helmets when in wild 
water. Canoeists should pre ferab ly have-
had formal instruction, and be ab le  to swim.
•  Some weirs and sluice gates p rovide 
ideal conditions for w ild water canoeing 
but should only be used under the 
supervision of experienced canoeists 
after obtain ing perm ission from the  
M anager and Chief Inspector,
Navigation. O ther weirs are dangerous 
and must not be used. If in doubt, consu lt 
the local D istrict Navigation Inspector 
(see useful addresses). Do not canoe  just 
above weirs or try to shoot weirs.
•  If on the water after sunset, an a ll-round 
white light should be disp layed and  
canoeists should wear light co loured tops.
•  Keep a sharp lookout for anglers, who 
normally fish from  the bank. Keep a good 
d istance from them, avoid their tack le  and 
create as little d is tu rbance as possible.
•  Keep clear of sailing boats, m otor 
cruisers and rowing craft (sculls, pairs, 
fours and eights) particu larly when racing 
or coach ing is tak ing place.
•  Rem em ber it is 
d ifficult for rowing 
craft to see canoes.
•  Do not get in the 
way of other craft
by suddenly a ltering course, particularly in 
narrow waters. Rem em ber that la rge r boats 
are less m anoeuvrable and canoes can use 

m uch shallower water than o ther craft.
•  Do not follow close astern of 
larger vessels. •  It is safer for 

unpowered 
cra ft to 
remain at 

the back of 
a queue o f traffic at 

a lock and to enter the lock last.



DIVERS MOTORISED CRAFT

•  A ll d iv ing  activ ities shou ld  have prior 
app rova l in w riting  from  the appropriate 
D is tric t N avigation Inspecto r (see useful 
add resses). The d iv ing  area should, a fte r 
consu lta tion w ith the D istrict Inspector, b e  
m arked w ith su itab le  su rface  marker 
buoys.
#  W arn o ther river users that divers are 
be low  the surface, e ither by  fly ing the 
d iv in g  flag (International C ode  Flag A’) o r 
by  d isp lay ing  a s im ilarly pa in ted  board

traffic. M ark d iv ing  boats so that you and 
you r c lub  and activ ity  can be easily 
identified.
•  D o not d ive in areas of heavy boat tra ffic  
o r near b ridg es  and weirs.
•  N ever leave a suppo rt boa t unattended 
w hen  d iv ing is in p rogress and never d ive  
a lone  or w ithout p rope r supp o rt crew. 
D ivers shou ld have had form al instruction 
and  should a lw ays adhere  to the British 
S ub  A qua  C lub  c o d e  of p ractice .
•  O ther river users m ay apprecia te  
o ffe rs  of help, e.g. to recover 
lost equ ipm ent.

G eneral Navigation Inform ation
•  All pleasure craft m ust be currently 
registered w ith the NRA, Thames Region. 
Registration certificates usually expire on 
31 Decem ber, a lthough short period 
certificates m ay be obta ined for craft 
entering the Thames from  other 
waterways. There are also reduced 
charges available for craft only in use late 
in the year (see useful addresses).
•  The NRA, Tham es Region must be 
notified by the registered boat owner of 
any change of ow nership taking place 
during  the registration period. Failure to 
do so  is an offence.
•  No craft w ith an eng ine m ay navigate 
w ithout a licence. A  licence is issued 
w ithout charge  to a registered launch, 
provided it is constructed and equ ipped 
in acco rdance  with the current 
specifica tion issued by the NRA, Thames 
Region, (see useful addresses). Licences 
are not transferable and the licence plate 
m ust be d isp layed in a prom inent position.
•  All m echanically p rope lled vessels 
m ust conform  to the safety and 
construction specifications pub lished in a 
specia l leaflet available from the NRA, 
Tham es Region on request (see useful 
add resses). These details also appear on 
the registration app lica tion form.
•  The launch name, shown exactly as it 
appears on the launch certificate, must be 
c learly  marked on e ither side of the bow 
and on the stern in pla in letters in the 
follow ing m inim um  sizes.

2 " (5.1 cm ) for a launch no more^ 
than 2 0 ' (6.09m) long.

3 " (7.6cm) for a launch between 
20' (6.09m ) and 30 ' (9.14m) long.

4 " (10.2cm) for a launch between 
30' (9.14m) and 50 ' (15.23m) long.

6 " (15.2cm) for a launch exceeding 
50' (15.23m).

the

n  '



•  The launch name m ust be easily 
d istinguishable from any trade nam e and 
no other advertising sign or notice may be 
disp layed on any vessel except in relation 
to its trade or business
•  You are recom m ended to have a pub lic  
liability insurance policy and third party 
insurance cover.
•  Your craft must be “ river w orthy” , that is 
conform  where app licab le  to the Thames 
Water byelaws and should not carry  more 
people  than it was designed for or the law 
permits. It is an offence to carry m ore than 
12 passengers, w ithout a passenger 
certificate from the M arine O ffice of the 
Departm ent of Transport (see useful 
addresses).
•  All skippers should endeavour to have 
som e training in the handling of their craft 
and should ensure that at least one other 
person on board knows how to handle the 
vessel, where the em ergency equ ipm ent 
is and how to operate it.
•  The only lavatories approved for use on 
launches on the freshwater Thames are 
the chem ical types or those which 
d ischarge  into holding tanks Lavatories 
d ischarg ing overboard must be sealed 
by a Navigation O ff ic e r-o r  other steps 
m ust be taken to render it inoperable. 
Sealing is undertaken w ithout charge, by 
arrangem ents with any navigation office, 
(see useful addresses).
•  Avoid pollution. It is an offence to 
d ischarge  sewage, oil, or any other matter 
likely to cause pollution into the river, or to 
leave rubbish on the 
banks. Take special 
care  with petrol 
when refuelling Oil- 
contam inated bilge 
water is another 
potential source of 
pollution and must 
on no account be

pum ped into the river. See under: "Lock 
Facilities" for sewage and rubb ish *
d isposal sites. / f

Basic Equipment
•  Fire Extinguishers: Fire extinguishers 
must be carried. The num ber of 
extinguishers depends on the size o f craft 
(see the NRA Thames Region’s 
Specification leaflet for details).
•  Horn: Every craft must be fitted w ith a 
horn or whistle.
•  Anchors: Carry at least one 
anchor, preferably two. The 
safety of your boat may depend 
on its p rom pt use if the eng ine or 
steering gear should fail. Keep the anchor 
on deck and ready for use at all times. In 
general, anchors should be heavier in 
pounds than the length of the vessel in feet. 
When anchoring with chain cab le  use at 
least three tim es the depth  of water. If using 
synthetic warp, use about five tim es the depth
•  First-Aid: Facilities are available at

a  every lock and on patrol 
launches but please, ca rry  a 
first-aid box on board.

O ther Equipment
•  Bilge Pump: Carry an efficient b ilge  
pum p or baler.
•  Mooring Lines: Make sure m ooring 
lines are in good order and long enough 
for use in deep locks when empty.
•  Radio: Craft fitted with a m arine band 
radio need a licence from the Departm ent 
of Trade and Industry, (see useful 
addresses). Reception can be severely 
m arred by geograph ica l location. Do not 
rely upon it as a m eans of sum m oning 
assistance in an emergency. A lthough 
maintaining a listening watch, the NRA,
Thames Region's Navigation Service will 
respond to em ergency calls only.
Remem ber help m ay be some way away.



•  F lags: Norm ally British cra ft may only fly 
the  Red Ensign. It is illegal to fly any other 
national British flag un less permission is 
g ran ted  by  the M in istry of D efence (see 
usefu l addresses).
•  Craft shou ld  ca rry  sufficient, approved 
life jacke ts  or buoyancy a ids  for every 
person on board.

O n ce  aboard
•  Use su itab le  footw ear w ith non-slip 
soles.
•  Use the  “g ra b  ra ils” w hen you walk 
a round  deck, even w hen moored.
•  Never run around deck.
•  Life jackets or buoyancy 
a ids  shou ld be  worn:
a) b y  ch ild ren  and non­
sw im m ers  at all tim es:
b) b y  everybody in 
adve rse  w eather 
cond ition s

W h en  underw ay
•  O bey the ru les o f navigation and 
byelaws. Steer on the right hand side 
w h en  it is safe and practica l. Remember 
tha t even when you have the right of way 
you  have an over-rid ing  responsibility to 
avo id  collision. Avoid tu rn ing  vessels 
a round  near b ridges, b en ds  and lock 
app roaches.

•  The A cts  and Byelaws for the River 
Tham es are disp layed at each lock. If in 
doub t as to what these m ean or if you 
need to have them clarified, consu lt the 
M anager and Chief Inspector, Navigation, 
(see useful addresses).
•  Keep a sharp lookout ahead and astern 
for anyth ing that m ay require your 
attention and antic ipate the necessary 
action in good time.
•  Take care at all tim es when overtaking. 
You have the legal responsibility to avoid 
collision.
•  In the vicinity of b ridges or sharp 
bends, a vessel go ing upstream  m ust 
give way, if necessary, to any vessel 
com ing downstream.
•  Speeding is dangerous and illegal. 
A cc iden ts  occur m ore easily at high 
speeds, particu larly from the wash such 
speeds create. Unlike a car, a boat will not 
"stop in seconds” and therefore needs 
longer stopp ing time. Cruising speed 
should not exceed walking pace.
•  All m oving craft make wash. Excessive 
wash from  launches can:
-  dam age m oored craft 
-h a rm  wildlife



-  endanger sw im m ers
-  cause acc idents  in galleys of 

moored craft
- fo rc e  water into small craft
-  dam age river banks
-  interfere with ang ling
•  Due to their differing shapes, some 
boats make more wash than others at the 
same speed. The m axim um  safe speed 
for most boats is a fast walking pace. Do 
not exceed the safe speed for your boat 
and keep a frequent check on your wash. 
Even at a slow speed, your wash will be 
increased when in convoy. Resist the 
tem ptation to keep in a convoy going 
faster than your safe speed.
•  Think ahead; slow  down and check 
your wash where:
- th e  channel ahead narrows
- th e  banks are eroded
- th e re  are m oorings ahead
- th e re  are small craft, sw imm ers or anglers.
•  It is often sensible to stop briefly to allow 

your wash to settle to an accep tab le  level.

•  Do not let tim e rule your journey. It is an 
offence to navigate without care and 
caution, or in a m anner likely to endanger 
the safety of others, or dam age the banks 
of the Thames.

Sound Signals
•  Skippers shou ld give notice of their 
intentions using the follow ing official 
sound signals:

1 b la s t - going to starboard (right)
2  blasts -  go ing to port (left)
3 b lasts -  my engines are go ing 
astern
4 b lasts (pause) 1 b la s t - turning 
right round to starboard
4 b lasts (pause) 2  blasts -  turning 
right round to port 
4 b lasts -  unable to m anoeuvre

No o ther soun d  signals are pe rm itte d

Lights m ust be shown when navigating  
between sunset and sunrise or in 
restricted visibility as follows:

1) a bright wh ite  light on the m ast or staff 
at the  bow, not less than 4 ' (1,2m) above 
the hull..
2)<a green light on the starboard side.
3) a red light on the port side.
4) a white light on the stern.



Locks
•  In narrow  lock cuts, p lease rem em ber 
tha t som e p leasure  cra ft d raw  up to fou r 
fee t or m ore  and m igh t not be able to 
m anoeuvre .
•  W hen w a iting for a lock, form  an o rderly  
q ue ue  at the lay-by m oorings. Queue 
ju m p in g  is bad  m anners, arouses ill 
fee ling  and  can  cause  confusion and 
de la y  en te ring  the lock. A lw ays moor on  
th e  lay-by as near as poss ib le  to the lo ck  
so  that la ter arrivals can m oor astern o f 
you. W hen a lockfu l of cra ft is adm itted 
a n y  rem a in ing  boa ts shou ld  move forw ard 
a long  the lay-by to enab le  those “holding 
o ff” (pe rhaps  in d ifficu lt conditions) to 
m oor at the  b ack  o f the queue.
•  O bey  instructions g iven by the 
lo ck-ke epe r and s top  your eng ine once 
the  craft is m oored in the lock. Rem em ber 
to  m ake fast, head and stern. When the 
w a te r is ris ing o r fa lling in the lock, adjust 
yo u r m ooring  lines to keep them  fairly tau t 
a n d  m ake sure your boa t does not 
b e co m e  ca u g h t up  as the lock is 
em p ty ing . Turn off any radio, or other form  
o f m us ic  o r noise.
•  If you have a dog  on board, please 
k e e p  it on your boat, or on a lead, while 
pass ing  th rough  locks.
P lease take care  and do not:
a) fend  off w ith  hands, 

o r boathook.
b )o p e n  fuel tanks or 

strike m atches.
c) m oor upstream  of the vertica l white line.
•  L o ck -ke e p e rs ’ hours of du ty  are 
d isp la ye d  at locks. W hen the lock is 
una ttended , the  pub lic  m ay w ork the 
lo cks  them selves, but entire ly at their own 
risk. Instructions for the hand operation o f 
pow e red  locks  are pos ted  on the 
ope ra tin g  pedesta ls .
•  L o ck  ga tes  m ust a lw ays be  properly 
c lo s e d  before  s low ly ope n ing  the sluices

to fill or em pty the lock. Always leave the 
ga te  shut when the lock is em pty or 
em ptying, as in m any cases there is a 
pub lic  right of way over the gates.
•  Telephones at locks may be used in 
em ergencies where no pub lic  te lephones 
are available (see under Telephones).

Anchoring and Mooring
•  In general vessels have a right to 
anchor in the Tham es for up to 24  hours in 
any one place. You m ay need perm ission 
to m oor to the bank. P lace m ooring stakes 
well back from 
the bank /  
e d g e  and 
take care r 
they do ^  
not cause 
a hazard to * 
passers-by. A lways respect private rights 
and when in doubt, obta in perm ission 
from  the owner of the bank before tying-up.
•  W hen stopp ing overnight, or leaving the 
launch for any app rec iab le  time, d o  not m oor 
in shallow water or with a tight rope or chain 
as w a ter levels m ay fluctuate  by as m uch as
2 or 3 feet in a few hours. If the level drops 
and a craft is m oored aground or in shallow 
water, it may be careened or dam aged.
If the level rises, and m ooring ropes or 
cha ins are tight, the launch may take on 
water, be pulled under or even broken free. 
A lw ays ensure there is over 2 feet of water 
be low  your keel and at least 2 feet of vertical 
play on any m ooring rope or chain.
•  You may land on or em bark from  the 
tow pa th  but there is no right to m oor up to 
private towpath property without the 
landow ner’s consent. Do not trespass on 
private banks or m oorings.

Navigation Rules and Hints
•  Keep a sharp lookout for other river 
users and if in doubt, STOP
•  Keep a sharp lookout for anglers, who



norm ally fish from the bank. Keep a good 
d istance from them, avoid their tackle and 
create as little d istu rbance as possible.
•  In the vicin ity of b ridges or sharp 
bends, a vessel go ing upstream  must 
give way to a vessel com ing downstream. 
Avoid turning vessels around near 
bridges, bends and lock approaches.
•  W hen sailing boats are near, maintain a 
slow, steady course but be prepared to 
give way to avoid collision. In times of no 
w ind a sailing boat has no control and it 
will be  up to you to avoid it. If in convoy, 
ensure that there is am ple  space between 
each boat to allow good vision ahead and 
room to manoeuvre.
•  In the vicinity of events, take advice 
from officia ls or marshals. Sailing races 
are usually held round a series of buoys 
and cruisers should avoid these turning 
marks. There may be congestion near 
sailing c lubs when d inghies gather to 
race. This should clear within minutes. 
Motorised craft should be prepared to 
STOP and when clear, p roceed at a slow, 
steady pace.
• W h e n  rowing craft are near, rem em ber 
that the crew of an uncoxed boat have a 
problem  keeping a lookout ahead and 
even a cox has a lim ited fie ld of vision. 
•W h e n  approach ing a regatta course, 
navigate very slowly and cautiously, 
com ply ing with any instructions issued by 
the NRA Thames Region’s Navigation 
Inspectors, Guardboatm en, etc. Dates 
and other information regard ing regattas 
may be disp layed at ad jacent locks.
•  When approach ing sw im m ers or 
sub-aqua divers, rowing boats, canoes 
and sailing craft wh ich are m anoeuvring 
to find wind, powered craft should slow 
down and in case of doubt, g ive clear 
indications as to intention. A lways be 
ready to g ive way.
•  Take care at all tim es when overtaking.

•  On som e boats children can  be “out of 
vision" -  they often sit in dangerous 
positions and a sharp turn, change  of 
speed or wash from another boa t can toss 
them into the water.

Dredgers and Tugs
•  D redgers’ anchors are m arked by 
yellow buoys. Slow down and navigate 
past the d redge r on the side show ing a 
WHITE flag. A  RED flag m arks the side 
where chains and other obstructions m ay 
exist. If WHITE flags are d isp layed on both  
sides, it is safe to navigate -  w ith  care on 
either side. At night 
d redgers are marked 
by three white 
lights, in a triangle 
apex upperm ost.

•  Tugs and barges should be allowed 
plenty of room to m anoeuvre in lock cuts 
and other narrow channels. Laden 
barges need deep water and m ay swing 
w ide  on bends. Take care not to pass 
between a tug and its tow. A  tug w ith tow 
or a d iver’s barge  with a diver down, may 
display a flashing am ber light.

COMMERCIAL USERS 
-ADDITIONAL ADVICE

•  Skippers of com m ercia l craft shou ld 
look out for other river users and a llow  for 
the fact that m any may be inexperienced 
or in tim idated by the size of passenger 
boats or tugs with barges.
•  Care m ust be taken in overtaking. The 
size and ‘d ra g ’ of the larger com m ercia l 
craft can be very d isturb ing to sm aller craft.
•  In narrow lockouts, rem em ber that 
som e pleasure craft draw  up to four feet or 
m ore and m ight not be able to manoeuvre.



ROWING AND SCULLING

•  R ow ing vesse ls  m ust be  currently  
reg is te red  w ith  the NRA, Tham es Region. 
R egistra tion ce rtifica tes  usua lly expire on 
31 D ecem ber, a lthough short period 
ce rtifica tes  m ay be ob ta ined for craft 
en te ring  the Tham es from  other 
w aterw ays. There are a lso reduced  
c h a rg e s  ava ilab le  for cra ft on ly in use late 
in the  year (see useful addresses).
•  O b e y  the genera l ru les of navigation 
and  know  the  ‘rules fo r the avo idance of 
co llis ions ’ issued by the  NRA, Thames 
R egion (see useful addresses). Racing 
c ra ft shou ld avo id  co llis ions by keeping to 
the  r ig h t - th e  norm al p rac tice  of seamen 
a nd  oarsm en.
•  K eep a sha rp  lookout for anglers, who 
norm ally  fish from  the bank. Keep a good 
d is tan ce  from  them, avoid their tackle anc 
c rea te  as little d is tu rbance  as possible.
•  Look ou t fo r others on and in the water 
a n d  change  speed  and d irection  as 
necessa ry  to avoid incident.
•  The cox or steersm an is considered to 
b e  the “m aste r" of the craft.
•  R em em ber when you are travelling 
fas te r than o ther craft that “overtaking 
vesse ls m ust keep c le a r” . Do not turn 
across the bow s of oncom ing  craft, wait 
until it is safe.
•  R em em ber it is d ifficu lt for other users 
to  see fast m oving, row ing craft which lie 
low  in the  water.
• W h e n  tak ing  casua l exercise, ensure 
you r ac tiv ity  does  not in terfere with other 
o rgan ised  activities.
•  C oach ing /rescue  vessels must 
w a tch  the ir spee d  and wash.
•  C om p ly  w ith  the  C odes 
o f P ractice issued 
by  your ow n c lu b  
and /or association.

• W h e n  visiting stretches of the river other 
than those you use for training, ascertain 
and com p ly  with the Code of Practice of 
local c lu b s  before taking out any craft.
•  In s trong stream conditions, crews 
should avoid weirs, obstructions and 
bridges, especia lly whilst turning round.
At such tim es a rescue boat should be in 
a ttendance and novice crews are 
advised to stay off the river.
•  If on the water at dusk, after sunset or in 
restricted visibility, rowers and scullers 
should w ear light co loured tops and an 
all-round white light should be d isplayed.
•  It is safer for unpowered craft to remain 
at the back of a queue of traffic at a lock 
and to enter the lock last.

SAILING AND BOARDSAILING

•  Sailing boats and sail boards, m ust be 
currently  registered with the NRA, 
Tham es Region. Registration certificates 
usually expire on 31 December, although 
short period certificates may be obta ined 
for c ra ft entering the Thames from other 
waterways. There are also reduced 
charges available for craft only in use late 
in the year (see useful addresses).
•  K eep a sharp lookout for anglers, who 
norm ally fish from the bank. Keep a good 
d is tance from them, avoid their tackle  and 
crea te  as little d isturbance as possible.
•  Boardsailers should look out for other 
river traffic and keep clear of weirs and 
busy channels.
•  Do not suddenly alter course 
im m ediate ly in front of other craft. Power 
driven craft are not always as 
m anoeuvrable as sailing craft, especia lly 
at low speeds when sailing craft have
reasonable winds.
•  If sailing at dusk, after sunset or in 
restricted visibility an all round white light 

shou ld be displayed.



•T a c k in g  is often essential, 
but can present a 
hazard to navigation.
Keep a proper 
lookout; failure to do 
so is the cause of 
m any accidents.

Racing
a) Lay starting lines where they cannot 
cause trouble to passing traffic. If in doubt, 
consult the District Navigation Inspector 
(see useful addresses). Sailing marks 
should not be p laced near locks, lock 
cuts, marinas, fuel wharves, passenger 
boat landing stages or narrow and 
shallow places.
b) The length of the starting line must 
allow a clear passage to craft proceeding 
up and down the river. A navigable 
channel should be available for non­
racing vessels.
c) Starting signal intervals: keep the time 
between W arning and Starting signals to 
a minimum.
d) W hen there are several starts in 
succession, allow an interval between 
races. During this interval craft intending 
to race should avoid congregating in the 
starting area. This allows other vessels to 
proceed and avoids annoying delays.
e) Control the num ber of craft racing at 
any one time, or the areas they occupy. 
Novices should keep out of busy channels.

SWIMMING AND PADDLING

The NRA supports the view of safety 
organisations w hich recommend AG AINST  
swimming or diving in open watercourses.
If you decide not to  accept their advice bear 
the following in m ind :-
•  Swimmers should see and be seen.
•  Never swim near moving craft. Boats 
cannot stop dead and need room to  
manoeuvre.
•  Never swim around m oored craft, fallen 
logs or ‘blind corners’ .
•  Never jum p or dive into the river from  any 
bridge, bank, craft or otherwise. It is not only 
dangerous to those who do it but also to any 
craft passing by.
•  If children are swimming or paddling, 
always w atch them carefully as river depth 
varies suddenly and wash from boats can 
cause them to fall over. There may be 
broken glass or other sharp material on the 
river bed and so it is advisable to  wear 
bathing shoes.
•  Never swim when there is a strong 
current.
•  Never swim in locks, lock cuts, narrow 
channels or cuttings.
•  Keep away from  weirs and weir pools.
•  Never a ttem pt to swim across the river -  it 
is w ider than you think.
•  Non-sw im m ers on airbeds or inflated 
rubber tubes can easily float or be blown

i into deep water where sudden loss of
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WALKING
m

•  There are m any rights of way along the
river -  please use them  responsibly.
Do not:
-  allow young children to w ander 

near the river’s edge
-  leave farm  gates open
-  walk on crops; always keep 

to the p ub lic  right of way
-  annoy farm  anim als
-  let your dog annoy animals 

or w ildlife or run loose at locksides
-  leave litter.



GENERAL NAVIGATION 
INFORMATION

•  The NRA Tham es R egion ’s 
nav iga tiona l ju risd ic tion  ex tends over the 
R iver Tham es betw een the Town Bridge 
at C rick lade  and  the boundary  obelisk 
app rox im a te ly  230 ya rds  downstream  of 
T ed d ing ton  Lock. Ju risd ic tion  also covers 
the  River Kennet from  its m outh upstream  
to  a  limit 70 ya rds  eastw ards of the High 
B rid g e  at R eading.
M axim um  d im ensions o f craft
•  A t certa in  tim es of the year some parts 
o f the  Tham es betw een C rick lade and 
Le ch la d e  are on ly nav igab le  by the 
sm allest boats. Below  Lech lade  the 
fa irw ay is norm ally  availab le for vessels of 
the  fo llow ing app rox im a te  draughts:

Lech lade  to O xford 
O xford  to  Reading 
Read ing  to  W indsor 
W indsor to  Staines 
Staines to  Teddington

3 '0 "  (0.9 m) 
4 '0 "(1 .2 m ) 
4 '6 "  (1.3 m ) 
5 '6 ''(1 .7 m ) 
6 '6 "  (2.0 m)

O verhead  C ables
•  In open  reaches be low  Oxford, cab les  
a re  usua lly 4 0 ' (12 m) above summer 
w a ter level -  a llow  a c lea rance  of at least 
13' (4 m). If in doubt, lower masts or 
aerials. Take particu la r ca re  in locks, lock 
cuts, backw a te rs  and in reaches above 
O xford, w here  cab les  m ay be  much lower.

CONNECTING WATERWAYS

Th e  R iver W ey to G u ild fo rd  and 
G oda lm ing  m ay be entered from the 
Tham es at W eybridge. The navigation 
authority  is the National Trust, Dapdune 
Lea, W harf Road, G uild ford , Surrey, 
te lephone  (G u ild fo rd) 0483-61389, and all 
v is iting  cra ft m ust be registered.
The River Kennet lead ing  into the Kennet 
and Avon N avigation at a boundary

70 yards below  High B ridge in Reading is 
m anaged by the NRA, Tham es Region. 
Further deta ils are given on page  26.
The Kennet and Avon Navigation
extends from  the NRA, Tham es Region’s 
navigational boundary in Reading to the 
Port of Bristol and renovated sections 
will be opened over the next few years. 
Before entering the waterway your launch 
m ust first be licensed by the British 
W aterways Board, W illow Grange,
Church Road, Watford, Herts., te lephone 
(W atford) 0923-26422.
The O xford Canal for vessels not 
exceed ing  7 ft. beam  g ives access to the 
M id lands and the rest of the waterways 
system. The navigation authority is also the 
British W aterways Board and entry from  
the Tham es is either via the Sheepwash 
Channel above Osney B ridge or via Dukes 
Cut, above Kings Weir.
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TWO SPHERES (Black)
Isolated danger.
Pass either side.



MARKING OF OBSTRUCTIONS

• T h e  NRA, Thames Region has adopted 
a system of markings for shoals and other 
obstructions in the navigation. This is 
particularly required in the early m onths of 
the year, before reeds have grown 
through the surface of shallow water.
•  On this page the four shapes of 
topm arks used -  can, triangle, sphere 
and two sphere -  are illustrated, together 
with directions for passing them  safely 
when you proceed upstream. Remem ber 
when you navigate downstream  that the 
can  and triangle  shapes m ust be passed 
on your opposite  hand.
•  W recks or other tem porary 
obstructions in m idstream  are m arked by 
an isolated danger buoy w h ich may be 
passed on any side. Where such

obstructions m ust be passed on a 
particu lar s ide  the appropria te  can  or 
triangle topm arks will be  used.
•  In all cases craft shou ld pass w ell clear 
of a m arking buoy.
•  The closure of a navigation a rch  of a 
b ridge  is usually ind ica ted by a la rge red 
disk.
•  It is em phasised that the NRA, Thames 
Region does not accep t responsibility for 
the m arking of obstructions that lie 
outside the fairway. You m ust therefore 
p roceed with particu lar caution w hen 
approach ing  any bank or if you depa rt 
from  the main navigation route.

£
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Remember: Buoys. 
passed on opposite hand 
when going downstream.

SPHERE 
(Red & White)
Pass either side.

CAN (Red) TRIANGLE (Green)
Leave on your Port (Left) hand Leave on your Starboard (Right) 
when going upstream. hand side when going upstream.
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F A R IN G D O N

CRICKLADE

2 4 -HO UR MOORINGS

•  The NRA Tham es Region has provided 
the  fo llow ing sites fo r 24-hour moorings 
free  of charge . In each  case  the extent of 
the  m ooring  site is ind ica ted  by  Notice 
Boards:

TOWRHTH ABOVE PINKHILL LOCK
TOWFttTH BELOW ISIS BRIDGE NEAR IFFLEY
TOWFATH ABOVE ABINGDON LOCK
TOWFATH BELOW GORING BRIDGE
RIGHT BANK BELOW GATEHAMPTON RAILWAY BRIDGE
TOWFATH ABOVE SONNING LOCK
TOWRHTH AT LOWER LASHBROOK BELOW WARGRAVE
TOWROTH ABOVE BOVENEYLOCK
TOWROTH BELOW RUNNYMEDE PLEASURE GROUND,
EGHAM
TOWFATH BELOW STAINES BRIDGE
TOWFATH AT LALEHAM WHARF
TOWROTH AT WEYBRIDGE OPPOSITE SHEPPERTON
LOCK
TOWRHTH (OLD RIVER) ABOVE DESBOROUGH
CHANNEL LOWER ENTRANCE
RAILWAY WHARF, KINGSTON
STEVENS EYOT BELOW KINGSTON RAILWAY BRIDGE

W A LLIN G FO R D

PUBLIC SLIPWAYS 
AND LAUNCHING SITES

•  You may launch a boat at the sites 
listed below, but there is not necessarily 
a right to park a car or a boat trailer.
TEDDINGTON DRAWDOCK 
KINGSTON AT THAMESIDE 
THAMES DITTON BY SWAN HOTEL 
EAST MOLESEY DRAWDOCK 
WEST MOLESEY, HURST R\RK 
SUNBURY, LOWER HAMPTON ROAD 
WALTON WHARF BY ANGLERS HOTEL 
COWEY SALE, WALTON 
SHEPPERTON VILLAGE WHARF 
WEYBRIDGE, THAMES STREET 
BRAY VILLAGE
COOKHAM BRIDGE BY FERRY HOTEL 
MARLOW, ST. PETER’S STREET 
MEDMENHAM FERRY 
ASTON FERRY, FROM EITHER BANK 
HENLEY, WHARF LANE 
WARGRAVE, FERRY LANE 
CAVERSHAM BRIDGE 
CHOLSEY.RHPISTWAY 
ABINGDON, ST. HELEN’S WHARF

RE,

•  F ishing from  the bank at these sites is •  These sites are not necessarily suitable 
no t a llow ed between 1 st M arch and 31 st fo r large or heavy boats and trailers. If in 
O ctober. doubt, please check first.



LOCK STAFF HOURS OF DUTY

JAN FEB MAR APR

09.15-16.00 09.15-16.00 09.15-16.00* 09 00-17.30

MAY JUN JUL AUG

09.00-18.30 09.00-19.00 09.00-19.00 09.00-19.00

SEP OCT NOV DEC

09.00-18.00t 09.00-17.00 09.15-16.00 09.15-16 00

#  It is antic ipated that locks will be 
m anned during the follow ing hours 
but river users are advised to check 
with the notices displayed at each 
lock.
•  Teddington Lock- 2 4  hours 
attendance.
For all other locks except Blakes Lock,
see follow ing table: *  When Easter falls in March:

M A R L O W  09.00-17.30 Good Friday to Easter Monday inclusive.
J r  1 09.00-18.30 Saturday and Sunday.

^  & Note: Individual locks may be tound closed to tra ffic  on

C*  <z, ^  A  ^  weekday mornings between 07.00 and 09.00 for cleaning.

Tr/* Sf / f
/  *  \  M A .D E N H E A D ^ ^ ^ l STAINES

Shiplake ^

C? Sonning W IN D S O R  / .  / " /T E D D IN G T O NSonning W IN D S O R  A / >  / / '  TE

s < ~ ,

Locks on River Thames

LOCK FACILITIES AND DIMENSIONS
"

A note for the following tables
•  These figures are issued for gu idance  
only and may be found to vary with water 
levels and for other reasons. When 
considering the length of craft able to 
navigate through the locks, always allow 
10 ft or 3 m for the closing of the lower 
gates.
•  The measurem ents given in the tables 
are:
1. Length of lock between heel posts.

2. M inimum w idth of lock between walls or 
rubb ing piles.
3. Depth on U pper Sill taken at standard 
head water level.
4. Depth on Lower Sill taken from  
standard head level of the lock below, no 
allowance having been m ade for the 
gradient of the interm ediate reach.
5. Fall from  standard head w ater level to 
that of the lock below; again, no a llow ance 
is m ade for river gradient.



LOCK DIMENSIONS IN METRES (FE

LOCK FACILITIES LENGTH WIDTH

ST.JOHN’S © 0 ® © ® 33.60(110.3) 4.52(14.10)

BUSCOT 33.47(109.10) 4.47(14.8)

GRAFTON ®  ® 34.59(113.6) 4.59(15.1)

RADCOT ®  © ®  ® 34.59(113.6) 4.57(15.0)

RUSHEY © ®  ® 34.59(113.6) 4.59(15.1)

SHIFFORD © 34.64(113.8) 4.59(15.1)

NORTHMOOR ® 34.59(113.6) 4.59(15.1)

PINKHILL ® 34.59(113.6) 4.90(16.1)

EYNSHAM © ® ® ® ( D © 34.51(113.3) 4.97(16.4)

KINGS <g) 34.46(113.1) 4.97(16.4)

GODSTOW 33.52(110.0) 4.95(16.3)

OSNEY © ® 34.64(113.8) 5.25(17.3)

IFFLEY ® 46.96(154.1) 6.47(21.3)

SANDFORD ® 53.03(174.0) 6.62 (21.9)

ABINGDON © ® ® ® ® © 36.57(120.0) 5.71 (18.9)

CULHAM © ® 39.87(130.10) 5.33(17.6)

CLIFTON 39.57(129.10) 5.79(19.0)

DAY’S © ® 46.93(154.10) 6.45(21.2)

BENSON 40.56(133.1) 5.46(17.11)

CLEEVE © ®  ® 40.71 (133.7) 5.53(18.2)

GORING ® ® 54.68(179.5) 6.40(21.0)

WHITCHURCH ( D ® 41.22(135.3) 5.48(18.0)

MAPLEDURHAM ® 61.69(202.5) 6.42(21.1)

CAVERSHAM 40.03(131.4) 5.46(17.11)

KEY: Sewage disposal. ®  Sewage pump-out ®  Refuse ( I )  Lavatory (W) Drinking water tap for portable containers only 
®  Water hose provided for bulk supplies. NOTE Water supplies in sanitary stations are unfit for drinking.



VND INCHES). SEE NOTE ON RAGE 19

DEPTH DEPTH
UPPER SILL LOWER SILL FALL TELEPHONE

1.32(4.4) 1.32(4.4) 0.85(2.10) FARINGDON (0367) 52309

1.98(6.6) 1.47(4.10) 1.69(5.7) FARINGDON (0367) 52434

1.67(5.6) 1.44 (4.9) 1.11(3.8) CLANFIELD (036 781)251

1.49(4.11) 1.54(5.1) 1.48(4.10) FARINGDON (0367) 20676

1.67(5.6) 1.52(5.0) 1.82 (6.0) BUCKLAND (036 787)218

1.67(5.6) 1.60(5.3) 2.23 (7.4) BUCKLAND (036 787)247

1.65(5.5) 1.44(4.9) 1.24 (4.1) OXFORD (0865) 862923

1.67(5.6) 1.62(5.4) 1.05 (3.6) OXFORD (0865) 881452

1.65(5.5) 1.72(5.8) 0.84 (2.9) OXFORD (0865) 881324

1.67(5.6) 1.67(5.6) 0.77(2.6) OXFORD (0865) 53403

1.52 (5.0) 1.62 (5.4) 1.57(5.2) OXFORD (0865) 54784

2.74 (9.0) 2.10(6.11) 1.89(6.3) OXFORD (0865) 247050

2.26 (7.5) 2.26(7.5) 0.81 (2.9) OXFORD (0865) 777277

2.31 (7.7) 2.31 (7.7) 2.69 (8.10) OXFORD (0865) 775889

2.64(8.8) 1.52(5.0) 1.89(6.2) ABINGDON (0235) 23044

2.41(7.11) 1.62(5.4) 2.41 (7.11) ABINGDON (0235)22061

2.36(7.0) 1.75(5.9) 1.03 (3.5) CLIFTON HAMPDEN (086730) 7821

2.26(7.5) 1.93 (6.4) 1.58(5.2) CLIFTON HAMPDEN (086 730) 7768

2.23 (7.4) 2.13(7.0) 1.87 (6.2) WALLINGFORD (0491) 35255

2.13(7.0) 2.22 (7.3) 0.90(2.3) GORING (0491)872608

2.97(9.9) 2.56(8.5) 1.77(5.10) GORING (0491)872687

1.85(6.1) 1.93(6.4) 1.01 (3.4) PANGBOURNE (0734) 842448

2.18(7.2) 2.13(7.0) 2.05(6.9) READING (0734)417776

1.82(6.0) 1.88(6.2) 1.44 (4.9) READING (0734) 575764

CONTINUED OVERLEAF



LOCK DIMENSIONS IN METRES (FE

LOCK FACILITIES LENGTH WIDTH

BLAKES 37.39(122.8) 5.75(18.11)

SONNING ® ( D 47.57(156.1) 5.46(17.11]

SHIPLAKE © ® © ( W )  (H) 40.64(133.4) 5.56(18.3)

MARSH © 41.19(135.2) 6.42 (21.1)

HAMBLEDEN ® 41.19(135.2) 5.33(17.9)

HURLEY © ® © ( R ) ( W ) 39.82(130.8) 6.07(19.11]

TEMPLE © 41.02(134.7) 5.46(17.11)

MARLOW ®  (D ®> 46.10(151.3) 6.07(19.11)

COOKHAM ©  ®  (Being installed 1990) 55.77(183.0) 7.62(25.0)

BOULTERS <8> 60.80(199.6) 6.47(21.3)

BRAY ® ( D 40.94(134.4) 5.46(17.11)

BOVENEY © ® © < $ ®  ® 45.59(149.7) 5.43(17.10)

ROMNEY © ® 78.50(257.7) 7.45 (24.5)

OLD WINDSOR <g) 54.55(179.0) 7.36(24.2)

BELL WEIR ® © 78.51 (257.7) 7.44 (24.5)

PENTON HOOK ® ® 81.28 (266.8) 7.56 (24.10)

CHERTSEY ® ® 61.16(200.8) 6.40 (21.0)

SHEPPERTON ® ®  © ® 53.16(174.5) 6.04(19.10)

SUNBURYOLD (T) (W) 47.14(154.8) 5.86(19.3)

SUNBURYNEW
vh/ VI!/

62.78(206.0) 7.41 (24.4)

MOLESEY ® ® ® © ® ® 81.78(268.4) 7.56 (24.10)

TEDDINGTON BARGE 198.12(650.0) 7.54(24.9)

TEDDINGTON OLD 54.22(177.11) 7.41 (24.4)

TEDDINGTON SKIFF 15.08(49.6) 1.77(5.10)

KEY: ©  Sewage disposal ®  Sewage pump-out. (R ) Refuse ©  Lavatory (W, Drinking water tap for portable containers only 
®  Water hose provided for bulk supplies. NOTE: Water supplies in sanitary stations are unfit for drinking.



ND INCHES). SEE NOTE ON RAGE 19
DEPTH 
UPPER SILL

DEPTH 
LOWER SILL FALL TELEPHONE

1.80(5.11) 1.63(5.5) 1.07(3.6) READING (0734) 572251

2.00(6.7) 1.93(6.4) 1.63 (5.4) READING (0734)693992

1.98(6.6) 1.90(6.3) 1.55(5.1) READING (0734) 403350

2.18(7.2) 2.18(7.2) 1.33 (4.4) HENLEY (0491)572992

2.48(8.2) 2.21 (7.3) 1.44 (4.9) HENLEY (0491)571269

1.88(6.2) 1.88 (6.2) 1.05(3.5) LITTLEWICK GREEN (0628) 824334

2.13 (7.0) 2.10(6.11) 1.23 (4.1) LITTLEWICK GREEN (0628)824334

2.13(7.0) 1.95(6.5) 2.16(7.1) MARLOW (062 84) 2867

2.51 (8.3) 2.48(8.2) 1.3014.3) BOURNE END (062 85)20752

3.12(10.3) 2.13(7.0) 2.39(7.10) MAIDENHEAD (0628) 24205

2.13(7.0) 2.13(7.0) 1.46(4.9) MAIDENHEAD (0628) 21650

2.38(7.10) 2.13(7.0) 1.47(4.10) WINDSOR (0753)862764

2.83(9.3) 2.62(8.7) 2.01 (6.7) WINDSOR (0753) 860296

2.48(8.2) 2.54 (8.4) 1.74(5.9) WINDSOR (0753) 861822

2.61 (8.7) 2.61 (8.7) 1.82 (6.0) EGHAM (0784)432333

2.74(9.0) 2.56(8.5) 1.22 (4.0) STAINES (0784) 452657

2.66(8.9) 2.46(8.1) 1.22 (4.0) CHERTSEY (0932) 562208

2.43 (8.0) 2.59(8.6) 2.03(6.8) WALTON-ON-THAMES (0932) 221840

3.07(10.1) 2.26(7.5) 1.87 (6.2) SUNBURY (0932) 782089
2.76(9.1) 2.48(8.2) 1.87(6.2)

2.84 (9.4) 2.41(7.11) 1.85(6.1) 081-9794482

3.15(10.4) 2.61 (8.7) 2.68(8.10)

4.26(14.0) 2.79(9.2) 2.68(8.10) 081-9408723
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HEADWAYS OF BRIDGES, LECHLADE TO TEDDINGTON

S

•  Headways are 
m easured above standard 
head water level of the 
lock be low  Allowance 
must therefore be m ade for 
the gradient of the river at 
any given time because 
this will reduce to a varying 
extent, the figures given 
below as a basic guide

LECHLADE
ST.JOHN’S

4.72(15.6)
4.22(13.10)

EATON 
RADCOT 
OLD MAN'S_ 
TADPOLE 
TENF00T

2.97 (9.9)
3.45 (11.4)

4.27(14.0)
4.52(14.10)
3.71 (12.2)

SHIFFORD LOCK CUT 3.66 (12.0)
NEW

HART’S
3.50 (11.6)
3.27(10.9)

SWINFORD 4.49(14.9)
OXFORD WESTERN BY-PASS 4.11 (13.6)

91
66 25 < #

S’ #

&

Z '

A

&

A .

*

G0DST0W 2.56 (8.5) HURLEY UPPER TOWfiATH 3.98 (13.1)
MEDLEY 3.05(10.0) HURLEY LOWER TOWfiATH 4.39(14.5)
0SNEY 2.28 (7.6) TEMPLE FOOTBRIDGE 6.51 (21.3)
0SNEY RAILWAY 3.55 (11.8) MARLOW 3.86(12.8)
ROAD BRIDGE 3.71 (12.2) MARL0W-BISHAM BY-PASS 6.02 (19.9)
PUBLIC F00TRATH 3.91(12.10) BOURNE END RAILWAY 4.72(15.6)
FOLLY 3.12(10.3) COOKHAM 4.62(15.2)
D0NNINGT0N ROAD 5.03(16.6) COOKHAM LOCK CUT 3.81 (12.6)
ISIS 5.03(16.6) BOULTER’S LOCK 5.26 (17.3)
KENNINGT0N RAILWAY 4.11 (13.6) MAIDENHEAD 5.66(18.7)
NUNEHAM RAILWAY 4.80(15.9) MAIDENHEAD RAILWAY 9.80(32.2)
ABINGDON 4.24(13.11) M4 7.77(25.6)
CULHAMLOCK CUT 3.78(12.5) WINDSOR & ETON BY-PASS 6.25(20.6)
CULHAM,BELOW LOCK 4.49(14.9) WINDSOR RAILWAY 5.41 (17.9)
APPLEF0RD RAILWAY 3.96(13.0) WINDSOR 4.01(13.2)
CLIFTON LOCK CUT 4.06(13.4) BLACK POTT’S RAILWAY 5.94(19.6)
CLIFTON HAMPDEN 4.09(13.5) VICTORIA 6.17(20.3)
DAY’S FOOTBRIDGE 4.64(15.3) ALBERT 5.69(18.8)
SHILUNGFORD 5.26 (17.3) OLD WINDSOR LOCKCUT 4.34(14.3)
WALLINGFORD 5.00(16.5) RUNNYMEDE 7.01(23.0)
M0ULSF0RD RAILWAY 6.60 (21.8) STAINES 6.02(19.9)
GORING 5.15(16.11) STAINES, UNDER KEYSTONE 5.94(19.6)
GATEHAMPT0N RAILWAY 6.96(22.10) STAINES RAILWAY 6.40 (21.0)
WHITCHURCH 4.14(13.7) M3 6.50 (21.4)
CAVERSHAM 4.57(15.0) CHERTSEY 5.82 (19.1)
READING 5.38 (17.8) DESBOROUGH CHANNEL,
S0NNING, UNDER TIE PLATES 4.41(14.2) UPPER 5.18 (17.0)

SHIPLAKE RAILWAY 
HENLEY

5.43(17.10)
4.34(14.3)

DESBOROUGH CHANNEL, 
LOWER
WALTON TEMPORARY 
SUNBURYLOCK CUT

5.18 (17.0) 

5.56(18.3) 
5.94(19.6)

► HAMPTON COURT 5.92(19.5)
KINGSTON 7.29(23.11)
KINGSTON RAILWAY 6.81(22.4)
TEDDINGTON LOCK CUT 5.58(18.4)



SEWAGE PUMP-OUT STATIONS RIVER KENNET

• T h e  NRA Tham es Region has installed 
co in -o pe ra ted  pum p-ou t units, available 
to  boat c rew s during  lock staff duty hours, 
a t St. J o h n ’s, Rushey, Eynsham, Ab ingdon, 
B oveney and M olesey Locks. Recharging 
flu id  is not provided. O thers listed are in 
priva te  m anagem ent and usually availab le 
on ly  during  the m onths April-October. 
Ind iv idua l proprie to rs  shou ld  be consu lted 
abou t hours o f opera tion  and 
there  m ay be som e de lay at 
busy  hire cru iser bases while 
the  fleet is be ing serviced.
Look for this b lue and w h ite  sign: Pump ou t station

ST. JOHN'S LOCK 
RUSHEYLOCK

PINKHILL - CARIBBEAN CRUISERS
EYNSHAM LOCK
MEDLEY-SOMERTON MARINE

ABINGDON LOCK
ABINGDON - ABINGDON BOAT CENTRE

ABINGDON-RED LINE CRUISERS 

BENSON-CRUISER STATION 
CAVERSHAM BRIDGE - SALTER BROS.

DE MONTFORT ISLAND. READING - BRIDGE BOATS

River Tham es navigation  
Kennet branch
• T h is  short waterway leading from the 
Tham es to the Kennet and Avon 
Navigation in the centre of Reading is also 
w ith in the NRA Thames Region’s 
navigational jurisdiction so your 
registered craft may use it w ithout 
add itional charge or formailty. The 
recom m ended m axim um  draugh t of 
vessels is 3ft 3in or 1 metre and headways 
of b ridges over the navigation channel 
are given in the d istance table below. 
Beware of lesser headways if you depart 
from  this channel.
•  W hen entering from the Tham es 
reduce speed and keep a sharp lookout 
for other craft. The towpath side of this 
river is frequently not as deep  as it looks, 
so steer well c lear of the towpath bank and 
allow oncom ing craft room to do the same.
•  D im ensions of Blakes Lock are given in 
A p pend ix  F. Boat crews m ay operate the 
lock when it is unattended by lock staff. 
Please leave the lock em ptying o r em pty 
with the gates closed.

DE MONTFORT ISLAND, READING - CAVERSHAM BOAT SERVICES TABLE OF DISTANCES AND HEADWAYS
CAVERSHAM BELOW LOCK - BETTER BOATING 

RIVER KENNET-READING MARINE

^WARGRAVE-JOHN BUSHNELL 
WARGRAVE- SWANCRAFT 

BOURNE END - BOURNE END MARINE 
BOVENEYLOCK

UPSTREAM LIMIT OF THE NRA 
THAMES REGION’S 
NAVIGATIONAL JURISDICTION

55.26 0.23

DATCHET-JOHN H I C K S ____ ______  ____ WATLINGTON BRIDGE 55.03 0.07 2.95(9.8)
EGHAM - NICHOLES KINGS ROAD BRIDGE 54.96 0.29 2.90(9.6)
STAINES - WATERLINE HOLIDAYS BLAKES LOCK 54.67 0.24
PENTON HOOK - PENTON HOOK MARINA RAILWAY BRIDGE 54.43 0.03 6.20(204)
CHERTSEY BRIDGE - W. BATES & SON GAS MAINS 54.40 0.03 4.77(15.8)
MOLESEY LOCK RAILWAY BRIDGE 54.37 0.04 6.70(22.0)
THAMES DIHON- THAMES DITTON MARINA KENNET MOUTH AND RIVER 54.33 0.00
KINGSTON-RJ. TURK & SONS THAMES



USEFUL ADDRESSES

National Rivers Authority,
Thames Region Headquarters
Kings Meadow House
Kings Meadow Road, Reading RG1 8DQ
Telephone: Reading (0734) 535000

The following can be contacted at the above 
address:

Recreation and Conservation Manager
Telephone: (0734) 535504

Amenity and Recreation Manager
Telephone: Reading (0734) 535560

Conservation Officer
Telephone: Reading (0734) 535563

Public Relations
Telephone: (0734) 535555

Manager and Chief Inspector, Navigation
Address as above
Telephone: Reading (0734) 535525

District Navigation Inspectors
No 1 District (Cricklade Bridge to tail of Benson 
Lock Cut)
Osney Lock 
Oxford OX2 0AX
Telephone: Oxford (0865) 721271

No 2 District (Tail of Benson Lock Cut to tail of 
Hurley Lower Lock Cut)
Kings Meadow House
Kings Meadow Road, Reading RG1 8DQ
Telephone: Reading (0734) 535533

No 3 District (Hurley Weir Stream to Staines Bridge)
Boulter’s Lock
Maidenhead SL6 8PE
Telephone: Maidenhead (0628) 22491

No 4 District (Staines Bridge to Teddington)
Riverside Works
Ford bridge Road
Sunbury on Thames TW16 6AP
Telephone: Sunbury (0932) 781946

Pollution Incidents/Fish Mortalities
Dial 100 and ask for Freefone River Pollution

General Emergency (out of office hours) 
Telephone: Reading (0734) 535000

Craft Registration
P.O. Box 214
Reading RG1 8HQ
Telephone: Reading (0734) 535650

Rod and Line Licences
PO. Box 215
Reading RG1 8HQ
Telephone: Reading (0734) 535651

Department of Trade and Industry
Marine Licensing Section 
Room 613
Waterloo Bridge House 
Waterloo Road 
London SE1 8UA 
Telephone: 071-2152047

Department of Transport
Chief Surveyor, Marine Office 
Centre Court 
1B Knoll Rise 
Orpington, Kent BR60JA 
Telephone: (0689) 890400

Ministry of Defence
Room 8390 
Main Building 
Whitehall
London SW1A 2HB 
Telephone: 071-218 7106

Royal Life Saving Society
Mountbatton House 
Studley Place 
Warwickshire
Telephone: Studley (052 785) 3943

Resuscitation Council
Department of Anaesthetics 
Hammersmith Hospital 
Ducane Road 
London W12 OHS
Telephone: 081 -749 9974

River Police
Metropolitan Police (Thames Division).
River patrols, upstream as far as Staines, based at 
Police Station, Shepperton Lock.
Telephone: Walton-on-Thames (0932) 229281.

Thames Valley Police, Marine Section:
Telephone: Slough (0753) 31282.



N R A
N a t i o n a l  R i ve r s  A u t h o r i t y  

T h a m e s  Reg i on

Public Relations,
Kings Meadow House,
Kings Meadow Road, Reading RGI 8DQ. 
Telephone: Reading (0734) S3S000.

This booklet is for your guidance only. It is 
not an authoritative interpretation of all 
the relevant Acts, bye-laws and licensing 
conditions concerning the River Thames, 
as these must be referred to on points of 
specific detail. Every a re  has been taken 
to ensure the accuracy of the information, 
but the NRA, Thames Region cannot accept 
responsibility for any error or omission.


