NRA
aguidefor

QFF&onaIV\NersaulM"fV\

people living

M environment a gency
098706

near rivers

LAND

and streams

DRAINAGE

INCLUDING THE LAND DRAINAGE BYELAWS



Environment Agency

NATIONAL LIBRARY &
INFORMATION SERVICE

HEAD OFFICE
Rio House, Waterside Drive,

Aztec West, Almondsbury,
Bristol BS32 4UD



Contents RIPARIAN OWNERS AND THE
NATIONAL RIVERS AUTHORITY 3

What a riparian owner isand how they relate to the
National Rivers Authority and to local authorities

ABOUT THE NATIONAL RIVERS AUTHORITY 4

Protecting the environment and flood defence

YOUR RIGHTS AS A RIPARIAN OWNER 5
What you are entitled to

YOUR DUTIES AS A RIPARIAN OWNER 6

The consents you need before doing any work

OWNERS OF MILLS, WEIRS, ETC 9

Special rules for owners of river control structures

APPLYING FOR A CONSENT 10

How to apply for consent to do work and how your application
will be considered

WHO TO CONTACT 12

Map and addresses

THE LAND DRAINAGE BYELAWS 1981 14

Byelaws affecting riparian owners - in full






Riparian owners'and the
National Rivers Authority



You are a riparian owner if your property is on or very near a river.
Riparian owners have legal rights over the water - and there are also

some legal responsibilities.

The National Rivers Authority - the NRA - looks after rivers and
watercourses throughout the country. It too has rights and respon-

sibilities which can often affect people living on the river.

This booklet explains how the rules affect you, and how you and
the NRA can work together to protect the working and natural

environment ofour rivers and streams.

It also contains, for reference, the ‘Land Drainage Bye-Laws’ which
are applicable throughout the Thames Region ofthe NRA which
are printed in full, and which cover watercourses known as ‘main

rivers’. All watercourses are covered by the Land Drainage Act 1976.

As well as the bye-laws administered by the NRA, there are other
rules affecting riparian owners. Some London Boroughs and other
local authorities have their own bye-laws saying what you can and

can't do near the river - you can get these from your local authority.

The information that follows is intended to provide an introducto-
ry guide for riparian owners to some of the rules and restrictions
governing the use oftheir property. It must, however, be appreciat-
ed that the actual interpretation of the byelaws in any given situa-

tion would in the final event be a matter for the courts.
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About the National
Rivers Authority
Thames Region

Why there are bye-laws

Protecting thefloodplain

What the bye-laws mean

4 FLOOD DEFENCE & LAND DRAINAGE



The National Rivers Authority is the largest environmental protec-
tion agency in the UK. Our job is to protect and improve the
nation’s natural water supplies, rivers and streams. We look after
recreation and the environment, as well as water resources, flood
protection and pollution monitoring. The Thames Region, based
in Reading but with local bases from Oxford in the north to
Guildford in the south, Swindon in the west to the East End of

London isone of the largest of the NRA’s ten Regions.

The Land Drainage Byelaws, administered in this area by the
Thames Region ofthe NRA, help to reduce floods, which can be

costly and dangerous for the whole community.

The ‘flood plain’ is the ground next to the river. All rivers flood
from time to time; before people started building next to rivers
floods were generally confined to the flood plain. If the flood plain
is obstructed by buildings or other man-made objects, water can’t
flow smoothly away and the effects of flooding are worse. Land

drainage laws make rules to limit obstructions on the flood plain.

The bye-laws say that you must get ‘land drainage consent’ from
the NRA as well as any planning consent required by your local

council before you build anything, plant a tree or dig a ditch on or
near the banks ofa main river.

GUIDE



Your rights as a
riparian owner

|f your property is on the bank ofanon-tidal river or stream you
normally own the land up to the centre of the water. Your solicitor

will tell you if there are rights owned by anyone else.
You are entitled to:

» protect your property from flooding

« protect your banks from erosion.

These rights are modified by your duty to the rest of the commun-
ity. This means you must show the plans ofany work to the NRA
and/or local authority and, if necessary, get a land drainage consent

before going ahead.
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Your duties as a
riparian owner
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You have duties to the people upstream and downstream ofyour
land and, of course, you can'tdo anything which is likely to cause

flooding.

In general, you must accept water from your upstream neighbour
and pass it on, together with drainage from your property, to your

neighbour downstream.

Specifically, you will have to get permission before you can do
almost any kind ofstructural work on or near the banks, or any-
where within the river flood plain. This permission is extra to any
planning and building consents needed by local authorities. The
land drainage consent, and where you get it from, depends on what
kind of river you live near and how close to the river the planned
works are. You may have other duties, too: fishing, boating, taking
water out ofor putting dirty water into the river are all regulated by

the NRA. Details from the Reading office (see page 12).

Main rivers

‘Main rivers’ are usually larger streams and rivers. Some of the
larger main rivers in the Thames Region are named on the map on

page 13, and the Regional offices (page 12) hold complete lists.
Ifyour property is next to a main river you will need a consent for:

* building, replacing, altering or even repairing anything within
8 metres of the non-tidal part of the river, or 16 metres of the

tidal part

» diverting or containing the river itselfor river floodwater

GUIDE



* any work to the riverbank
* any structure or earthwork within the flood plain
+ any work on tidal flood defences

On tidal rivers you may also need to contact the Port of London

Authority for alicence.

The Thames

The Thames isa main river, so you will need consents as detailed
above. But on the non tidal section there are also special licensing
requirements affecting work on the banks, including mooring and
landing facilities. Details of these are available from NRA planning

offices, whose addresses are on page 12.

THE NRA, THE BYE-LAWS, AND YOU
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Non-main rivers

A non-main river watercourse is every natural river or stream which

isn'ta main river.

Ifyour property includes or borders on a non-main river, you will
need a consent from the NRA for anything which might affect the

flow, including dams, weirs, mills, and culverts (piping).

Local authorities often have their own regulations and bye-laws
affecting what you can and can’tdo on non-main rivers: contact
your local planning department when you are thinking about
doing any work. In the special case of culverts, you may need local
authority permission under section 263 of the Public Health Act
1936. Again, your local planning department will tell you what you

must do.
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Owners o fmills,
weirs, etc



Ifyou own a structure which affects river levels and flow you have
particular responsibilities. By law you must maintain and operate it
properly. And apart from your obligations under the Land
Drainage Bye-Laws (see sections 17,18, and 19), you may be sued in

the civil courts by anyone who suffers as a result o fyour neglect.

In practice, the NRA normally works smoothly with owners of

these ‘river control structures’, and helps owners where it can.

Our flood defence team is always willing to advise on reducing
problems of maintenance and operation, and will often help clear

obstructions when floods or storms cause problems.

Ifyou are buying a river control structure it is worth contacting the
appropriate NRA flood defence manager to introduce yourselfand
find out how you can work together to prevent any problems

arising. Flood defence managers are at:

UPPER THAMES TIDAL THAMES
Osney Yard Thames Barrier

Bridge Street Eastmoor Street

Osney London SE7 81x
Oxford 0x2 oaz Telephone 081-853 4°8i

Telephone 0865 244161

LOWER THAMES Broadmeads Pumping Station
Riverside Works Hertford Road

Fordbridge Road Ware

Sunbury-on-Thames Herts SG12 9LH

Middlesex tw i6 6ap Telephone 0920 468021

Telephone 0932 789833
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Applyingfor a consent
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The NRA will want to see full details of the work you propose at

least two months before you plan to start it.

How the NRA deals with consents

The NRA Thames Region is legally obliged to grant consents to
reasonable proposals which won’t endanger the flow o f the river or

of floodwater.

But we try to look at wider issues as well. As the main environmen-
tal protection agency for the rivers we try where possible to improve
the habitats for wildlife, and to make the river a more attractive

place for the people who live on it and use it for work and leisure.

We employ environmentalists as well as drainage engineers, and we
spend money on environmental improvement as well as flood

defence, navigation, and keeping pollution at bay.

So while we check all applications for their effects on land drainage,

where possible we also look at their effect on the environment.

Where we can see an opportunity for environmental improvement
we will suggest it. Ifwe have the time and/or money available, we

may even offer to finance or do some of the work.

GUIDE






To summarise, your application Foraconsent will result in:
1 Approval, normally with certain conditions;

2 Approval subject to reasonable alterations required to protect

property from flooding;

3 Approval as above with suggested alterations to improve the

environment and a possible offer of help;

4 Refusal.

I fyoufail togeta consent

Ifyou think consent has been withheld unreasonably you may
object. Ifyou can’t reach agreement an arbitrator will be appointed

to settle the matter.

Ifyou do any work covered by the bye-laws without getting formal
consent from the NRA Thames Region the consequences can be

expensive.

The NRA can do whatever work it decides is necessary to remove
or alter your work, and get the cost back from you. Or itcan
require you to remove or alter the work yourself. Failure to put

things right would be a criminal offence.

In fact there is seldom a need for this kind of drastic measure.
People who own property on or near rivers often get to know their
local NRA people well, and work closely with them to protect and
improve the river and its surroundings for the benefit ofeveryone

who lives, works, and plays there.
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Who to contact
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To talk about work which you may want to do, refer to the map

and contact the appropriate area office.

Principal Planning Engineer (Lee)
NRA Thames Region

Aspen House

Crossbrook Street

Waltham Cross

Herts en8 8he

Telephone 0992 35566

Principal Planning Engineer (Reading)
NRA Thames Region

Kings Meadow House

Kings Meadow Road

Reading rgi 8dq

Telephone 0734 535785

Principal Planning Engineer (London)
NRA Thames Region

Howard House

10/11 Albert Embankment

London sei jtg

Telephone 071-735 9993

GUIDE
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THAMES WATER
AUTHORITY

LAND DRAINAGE
BYELAWS 1981

The Thames Water Authority Land
Drainage Byelaws 198! are the Land
Drainage Byelaws inforce in the
Thames Region o fthe National Rivers
Authority (NRA). They were made by
the Thames Water Authority under
Section 34 o fthe Land Drainage Act
1976 as confirmed by the Minister of
Agriculture Fisheries and Food on

1$ August 1983, and came into
operation on 1$ September 1983. Since
1 September 1989 they have been
enforceable by the NRA by virtue of
the provisions o fthe Water Act 1989.
Accordingly, all references in these
Byelaws to 'the Authority'should now
be construed as reference to the NRA
whose principal Regional Office is at
Kings Meadow House, Kings Meadow
Road, Reading rgi 8dq.
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Thames Water Authority

Land Drainage Byelaws 1981

Th#Thames Water Authority, under and by virtue of
the powers and authority vested in them by Section 34
ofthe Land Drainage Act 1976 and of every other
power enabling them in that behalf, hereby make the
following Byelaws for securing the efficient working of
the drainage system in their area:-

1 Citation and commencement

These Byelaws may be cited as the Thames Water
Authority Land Drainage Byelaws 1981 and shall come
into operation at the expiration of one month begin-
ning with the day on which they are confirmed by the
Minister.

2 Application

These Byelaws shall have effect within the Thames
Water Authority area for the purposes of their functions
relating to land drainage.

3 Definition and interpretation

In these Byelaws, unless the context otherwise requires,
the following words and expressions shall have the
meanings hereby respectively assigned to them, that is
to say:-

Act means the Land Drainage Act 1976;

Area means the area of the Authority for the purposes



of their functions relating to land drainage;

Authority means the Thames Water Authority;

Area liable to flood means the area shown coloured
blue on the maps prepared in quadruplicate signed by
the Chairman of the Authority and marked ‘Thames
Water Authority Land Drainage Byelaws 1981 Area
Liable to Flood’ of which one set is deposited and avail-
able for inspection at the offices of the Minister of Agri-
culture, Fisheries and Food, another set at the Head
Office of the Authority and the remaining sets at the
offices of the Authority situate at Reading in the
County of Berkshire and at Waltham Cross in the
County of Hertfordshire.

Bank means any bank, wall or embankment adjoining
or confirming, or constructed for the purpose ofor in
connection with, any watercourse forming part of the
river as hereinafter defined and, in the case ofsuch a
watercourse within which tidal waters flow, includes all
land between the bank and low water mark of mean
spring tides, or in the case ofother watercourses form-
ing part of the said river, includes all land between the
bank of the river and the water in the watercourse from
time to time;

Consent means the consent of the Authority in writing
signed on behalfof the Authority by any officer autho-
rised by them in that behalf;

Drainage works includes works for defence against
water (including sea water), irrigation, other than spray
irrigation, and wraping;

Flood protection works means any works constructed
or maintained by the Authority for the purpose of miti-
gating flooding;
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Land includes water and any interests in land or water
and any easement or right in, to, or over land or water;
Minister means the Minister of Agriculture, Fisheries
and Food;

Occupier means, in the case of land not occupied by
any tenant or other person, the person entitled to occu-
pation thereof;

Person includes a body corporate;

Railway means a railway constructed under the powers
ofany Act of Parliament and intended for the con-
veyance of passengers or goods;

River means the main river as defined for the time
being by the Minister on the main river map of the
Authority’s area and includes the banks thereofand any
structure or appliance for controlling or regulating the
flow ofwater into, in or out of the channel and situate
therein, or in any part of the banks thereof (other than
any such structure or appliance which is vested in or
controlled by an internal drainage board);

River control work means any sluice, flood gate,
lasher, valve, paddle, penstock, lock, weir, dam, pump,
pumping machinery, pipe or any other structure or
appliance for controlling, measuring or regulating the
level of the water, or the flow ofwater in, into our out
of, the river or for drawing water from, or delivering
water into, the river;

Sea wall includes any such bank, wall or embankment
in connection with any tidal river as is awork in con-
nection with the river;

Vessel includes any ship, hovercraft (as defined by the
Flovercraft Act 1968), aircraft, hydrofoil, lighter, keel,
barge, tug, launch, houseboat, pleasure boat, randan,

FLOOD DEFENCE & LAND DRAINAGE GUIDE



wherry, skiff, dinghy, shallop, punt, canoe, yacht, raft,
float, float of timber, or any other craft whatsoever
whether worked, navigated or propelled by steam,
petrol, oil, electricity or other mechanical means or
otherwise;

Watercourse includes all rivers a”d streams and all
ditches, drains, cuts, culverts, dykes, sluices, sewers
(other than public sewers within the meaning of the
Public Health Act 1936) and passages, through which
water flows, and any reference to a watercourse includes
a reference to the channel or bed ofa watercourse which
is for the time being dry;

and other words and expressions shall have the same
respective meanings as in the Act.

4 Control of structures, pipes and cables

No person shall, without the previous consent of the
Authority:

a erect or construct, or cause or permit to be erected or
constructed, any fence, post, pylon, wall, wharf, jetty,
pier, quay, piling, groyne, revetment, or any other
building or structure whatsoever in or over the river;

b erect or construct, or cause or permit to be erected or
constructed, any fence, post, pylon, wall, or any other
building or structure within 8 metres measured hori-
zontally from the foot ofany bank of the river on the
landward side or, where there is no such bank, within 8
metres measured horizontally from the top edge of the
batter enclosing the river, or between a line drawn at a
distance of 16 metres from the foot of any sea wall mea-
sured horizontally on the landward side and low water
mark of mean spring tides;



Provided that this sub-paragraph shall not apply to any
fence or post if no part ofsuch fence or post exceeds 1.5
metres in height above the level of the adjoining land
and, in the case ofa fence, it is required for the purpose
ofagriculture and is constructed only of posts and wire
strands or wire netting of not less than 100mm square
mesh;

¢ place or affix, or cause or permit to be placed or
affixed, any gas or water main or any sewer or any pipe
whatsoever, or any telephone wire or electric main or
cable, in, under or over the river, or in, under, over or
through any bank, drainage works or flood protection
works, or within 8 metres measured horizontally from
the foot ofany bank of the river on the landward side
or, where there is no such bank, within 8 metres mea-
sured horizontally from the top edge of the batter
enclosing the river;

Provided that any person may execute any temporary
works as aforesaid in case o femergency but in such
event he shall forthwith inform the Authority and com-
ply with any reasonable directions which the Authority
may give with regard thereto.

5 Control of excavations and removal of turf,
etc.

No person shall, without the previous consent of the
Authority —

a cut, pare or remove, or cause or permit to be cut,
pared or removed, any turfforming part of any bank,
drainage works or flood protection works;

b make or cut, or cause or permit to be made or cut,
any tunnel or any drain, culvert or other passage for



water in, into, out ofor under the river or in, under or
through any bank, drainage works or flood protection
works.

6 Control ofdredging and removal ofshingle,
etc

No person shall, without the previous consent of the
Authority, dredge, dig for, search, quarry, raise, take, get
away or remove, or cause or permit to be dredged, dug
for, searched, quarried, raised, taken, got away or
removed, by any means whatsoever, any beach, sand,
ballast, shingle, builders’ grit, gravel, boulders, stones,
earth, clay, chalk, or other materials or substance of any
kind or description -

a from the bed ofthe river or from any part of any
bank, drainage works or flood protection works;

b from any land within 16 metres ofany part of the
bank;

¢ from any part of the foreshore of the area below high
water mark o f mean spring tides for the time being or
from any deposits or accretion resulting from any works
carried out by the Authority or its predecessors;

d between high water mark of mean spring tides and
the foot of the landward side ofany sea wall;

e between the foot of the landward side of any sea
wall and a line drawn on the landward side of any
such sea wall at a distance of 200 metres from and
parallel to the foot of the landward side thereof.

7 Endangering stability of the bank

No person shall do, or cause or permit to be done, any-
thing in or upon any land adjoining any bank or any

THE LAND DRAINAGE BYELAWS 1981 17



drainage works or flood protection works, ofsuch a
nature as to cause damage likely to endanger the stabil-

ity of the bank, drainage works or flood protection
works.

8 Interference with Banks etc.

No person shall interfere with, remove or in any way
damage, any bank, bridge, building, drainage works,
flood protection works, river control work, sea wall, or
any structure or appliance, or any other thing whatso-
ever which is the property of or vested in the Authority.

9 Deposit of material on banks

No person shall use, or cause or permit to be used, any
bank, drainage works or flood protection works for the
purpose ofdepositing, stacking, storing or keeping any
rubbish, goods, vehicles, plant, machinery or any mate-
rial or things thereon in such manner as by reason of
the weight, volume or nature thereofto cause damage
to or endanger the stability of the bank, drainage works
or flood protection works or interfere with the deposit
ofspoil on the bank, drainage works or flood protection
works by the Authority.

10 Vehicles on banks

No person shall use or drive, or permit or cause to be
used or driven, any cart or vehicle, plant or machinery
ofany kind whatsoever on, over or along any bank,
drainage works or flood protection works in such man-
ner as to cause damage to such bank, drainage works or
flood protection works.
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11 Damage by use for fishing, grazing etc.

No person shall, after notice has been served upon him
by the Authority, use or cause or permit to be used any
bank, drainage works or flood protection works -

a for the purpose of fishing;

b for the purpose ofgrazing or keeping any animal
thereon;

unless he shall have taken such steps as are necessary
and reasonably practicable to prevent the bank,
drainage works or flood protection works from being
damaged by such use:

Provided that nothing in this Byelaw shall be deemed to
affect or prevent the use ofany bank, drainage works or
flood protection works for the purpose ofenabling
stock to drink at any place made or to be made or con-
structed for that purpose as may be approved by the
authority.

12 Destruction ofvermin

The occupier ofany bank, drainage works or flood pro-
tection works or of any part thereofshall, upon being
required by the Authority by notice in writing, within
such reasonable time as may therein be specified, take
such steps as the Authority consider necessary and prac-
ticable for preventing the bank, drainage works or flood
protection works from becoming infested by rabbits,
rats, coypus, moles, mink and any other vermin in or
on the bank, drainage works or flood protection works;
Provided however that in taking such steps as aforesaid
he shall not do or cause or permit to be done anything
ofsuch a nature as to cause damage to or endanger the



stability of the bank, drainage works or flood
protection works.

13 Obstructions to flow

No person shall put, or cause or permit to be put, or
wilfully or negligently cause or permit to fall, into the
river any tree or trunk or branch or part ofa tree or any
timber or wreck, debris, willows, shrubs, weeds, grasses,
stones, earth, mud, ashes, dirt, soil, rubbish, or any
object or matter ofany kind whatsoever so as to impede
the flow ofwater in, into or out of the river.

14 Planting of trees, etc.

No person shall, without the previous consent of the
Authority, plant any tree, shrub, willow or other similar
growth within 8 metres ofany part of the bank.

15 Repairs to buildings

The owner of any buildings or structures in or over the
river or on the banks thereofshall, upon receipt ofa
notice from the Authority that because of its state of
disrepair -

a the building or structure is causing or is in imminent
danger of causing an obstruction to the flow of the
river; or

b the building or structure is causing or is in imminent
danger ofcausing damage to the bank of the river;
carry out such reasonably practicable works as are
specified in the notice for the purpose of remedying or
preventing the obstruction or damage as the case may
be within such reasonable time as is specified in the



notice.

In this Byelaw, ‘owner’ means the person for the time
being receiving the rack rent of the premises in connec-
tion with which theword is used whether on his own
account or as agent or trustee for any other person, or
the person who would so receive the same if those
premises were let ata rack rent.

16 Obstruction ofareas liable to flood

No person shall, without the previous consent of the
Authority, form or erect, or cause or permit to be
formed or erected, on land within the area liable to
flood any building or structure or any heap or heaps of
any material whatsoever ofsuch asize or character as of
itselfor in combination with similar acts of the same or
any other person to affect the efficient working of the
drainage system of the areg;

Provided that —

a the foregoing provisions of this Byelaw shall not
apply to temporary works constructed in an emergency
provided that notice of the construction of such works
shall forthwith be given in writing to the Authority and
such works shall be removed if so requested by and in
accordance with thedirections of the Authority;

b such consent shall not be required where planning
permission for that building, structure or heap has been
granted by a local planning authority within the mean-
ing of the Local Government Act 1972 or by the Secre-
tary of State for the Environment on an application in
that behalf made toalocal planning authority and such
permission is for the time being in force;

¢ such consent shall not be required for the formation
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or erection, in accordance with good agricultural prac-
tice, of hay or straw stacks, of sugar beet or potato
clamps, of manure heaps or of other like heaps.

17 River control works

1 Any person having charge of any river control work
shall —

a maintain it in a proper state of repair and efficiency
to the satisfaction of the Authority;

b use it in such manner as not to affect the efficient
working of the drainage system of the area; and

¢ comply with such reasonable directions as may from
time to time be given by the Authority with aview to
the prevention of flooding or any shortage in the flow
or supply ofwater or otherwise to the efficient working
ofthe drainage system of the area.

2, Unless it is otherwise shown, the occupier ofland
comprising or abutting on that part of the river in
which the river control work is situate, or where there is
more than one such occupier, each ofsuch occupiers,
shall, for the purposes ofthese Byelaws, be deemed to
have charge of the river control work.

18 Discontinuance ofand interference with
river control works

1 No person having charge ofany river control work
shall, without the previous consent of the Authority —
a discontinue the use thereofor remove the same; or

b carry out any alteration or reconstruction of, or addi-
tion or reduction to, the river control work;

Provided that the foregoing shall not apply to any
action taken in an emergency if notice in writing of that
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action is given to the Authority as soon as practicable
thereafter.

x No person shall, without lawful authority, operate or
interfere with any river control work.

19 Alteration of level or flow

No person shall divert or alter, or cause or permit to be
diverted or altered, the level of or direction of the flow
ofwater in, into or out of the river without the previous
consent o f the Authority, except where necessary in the
ordinary course of lawful navigation.

20 Navigation ofvessels

No person shall navigate any vessel in the river in such a
manner or at such a speed so as to injure any bank,
drainage works, flood protection works or river control
work and where the Authority has by notice erected at
any place, limited the speed of vessels passing such
place, no person shall navigate a vessel at a speed greater
than the speed so limited;

Provided that the Authority shall not exercise its powers
under this Byelaw to limit the speed ofvessels in any
tidal waters except after consultation with the Secretary
of State, Department of T rade.

21 Vessels not to obstruct flow etc.

No person shall moor or leave unattended any vessel
without taking due care to prevent such vessel from
materially obstructing or impeding the free flow of
water in, into or out of the river, or so as to impair the
efficiency ofany drainage works, flood protection
works or river control work.



22 Mooring ofvessels to bank

No person shall moor or place any vessel to or upon any
part of the bank in such manner or by such method as
to cause or be likely to cause injury to the bank.

23 Sunken vessels

No person who is the owner of a vessel sunk, stranded,
damaged or adrift in the river shall, after the receipt of
notice from the Authority that the vessel is causing
obstruction, permit the vessel to remain in the river in
such a manner as to impede or harmfully divert the
flow of water into, in or out of the river or to endanger
the stability ofany bank, drainage works or flood pro-
tection works.

In this byelaw ‘owner’ means the owner of the vessel at
the time of the sinking, stranding, damage or coming
adrift thereof.

24 Flood warning systems

No person shall interfere with or cause damage to any
flood warning system established and maintained by
the Authority.

25 Trespass

No unauthorised person shall enter upon any land
belonging to or in the occupation of the Authority if
such entry is likely to endanger any person or property
and there is displayed on or near the land a notice pro-
hibiting entry.



26 Interference with notices

No person shall deface or remove any notice board,
notice or placard put up by the Authority.

27 Obstruction of officers

No person shall obstruct, interfere with or resist any
officer or agent or servant o f the Authority exercising
any of his powers or duties under the Act or these
Byelaws.

28 Consent not to be unreasonably withheld

Where by these Byelaws any person is required to
refrain from doing any act without the consent of the
Authority -

a in deciding whether to give or withhold their con-

sent, the Authority shall have regard only to the effect

(ifany) ofsuch act upon the efficient working of the
drainage system in their area and the performance by
the Authority of their functions under the Act;

b such consent shall not be unreasonably withheld but

the Authority may attach thereto reasonable condi-
tions;

¢ the provisions ofsection 29(3)") of the Act or any
re-enactment thereof (as the same may from time to
time be in force) shall apply with the necessary
modification to such consent.

29 Breach ofconditions of consent

Where the Authority give their consent under these
Byelaws to the doing ofany act subject to any condi-

tions which they are authorised to impose a breach of
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any of those conditions shall be deemed, as regards
liability to a fine and other consequences, equivalent to
the doing of the act without the required consent.

30 Consent ofauthority not obtained

Where any act is done for the doing ofwhich the con-
sent of the Authority is, under these Byelaws, required
and either the consent of the Authority has not been
obtained or, if such consent has been obtained, there is
a breach ofany condition which was attached thereto
the Authority may consent, subject if they see fit to
such conditions or such further or alternative condi-
tions as they may reasonably impose, to the continu-
ance of the act or any part of it or the retention of any
part or the whole ofany work done.

31 Applications for consent

Any application for the consent of the Authority shall
contain such plans and specifications as the Authority
may reasonable require.

3X Service of notices

Notices required or authorised to be given to or served
on any person under these Byelaws may be given or
served in the manner in which notices may be served
under Section 108 of the Act.

For the purpose of these Byelaws the word 'premises’
referred to in Section 108 of the Act shall include a
vessel.
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33 Savings for local authorities, statutory
undertakers etc.

Nothing in these Byelaws shall -

a conflict with or interfere with the operation ofany
Byelaw made by a navigation, harbour or conservancy
authority, but no person shall be liable to more than
one penalty, or in the case of a continuing offence more
than one daily penalty, in respect of the same offence;

b restrict, prevent, interfere with or prejudice the exer-
cise of any statutory rights or powers which are now or
hereafter may be vested in or exercised by -

i the British Airports Authority;

ii the British Gas Corporation;

iii the British Railways Board and the London Trans-
port Executive under the Transport (London) Act 1969
with respect to the construction, use or maintenance of
any railway bridge or any other work connected with
their railways or so as to interfere with the traffic
thereon;

iv the Central Electricity Generating Board or any Area
Board established under the Electricity Acts 1947 and
1957;

v the Civil Aviation Authority;

vi any local authority;

vii any navigation, harbour, pilotage or conservancy
authority;

viii the Post Office;

ix any public utility undertaking carried on by alocal
authority under any Act or under any order having the
force of an Act;

x the Lee Valley Regional Park Authority;



¢ affect any liability arising otherwise than under and
by reason thereof.

34 Saving for the Crown

Nothing in these Byelaws shall operate to prevent the
removal ofany substance on, in or under, or the erec-
tion ofany structure, building or machinery or any
cable, wire or pipe on, over or under, lands belonging to
her Majesty in right of the Crown by any person there-
unto authorised by the Crown Estate Commissioners.

35 Determination of disputes

i Where by or under these Byelaws (except Byelaws 4,
15,16,17, and 23) any person is required by a notice
given by the Authority to do any work or to comply
with any directions of the Authority he may, within 21
days after the service ofsuch notice on him, give to the
Authority a counter-notice in writing objecting either
to the reasonableness of, or to the necessity for, such
requirement or directions and in default of agreement
between such person and the Authority the dispute
shall be determined as hereinafter provided. Where
such a counter-notice has been given to the Authority
the operation of the notice shall be suspended until
either agreement has been reached or the dispute has
been determined by arbitration in accordance with the
provisions in this Byelaw.

ii Any dispute as to whether the consent of the Author-
ity under these Byelaws to the doing of any act has been
unreasonably withheld, or as to whether any conditions
subject to which such consent is granted are unreason-
able, or as to the satisfactory execution ofany work



which is required by a notice given by the Authority
under these Byelaws to be done, or as to compliance
with any directions which the Authority is empowered
by these Byelaws to give, shall be determined as here-
inafter provided.

iii Such adispute between adrainage authority or a
local authority and the Authority shall be referred to the
Minister whose decision shall be final. In any other case
such dispute shall be referred to the arbitration ofasin-
gle arbitrator to be appointed in default o f agreement
by the President ofthe Institution of Civil Engineers on
the application ofeither party.

36 Revocation ofexisting byelaws

All Byelaws made under the Act, or under correspond-
ing provisions of any enactment repealed by the Act, by
the Essex River Board, the Lee Conservancy Catch-
ment Board and the Conservators of the River Thames,
are hereby revoked in respect of the area of the Author-
ity for the purposes of their functions relating to land
drainage.
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THE COMMON SEAL of THAMES WATER AUTHORITY was
hereunto affixed in the presence of

Signed G. edwards
Chairman

Signed hugh fish
Appointed Officer

Dated the second day of
December, 1981

The Minister of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food, in
pursuance of the powers conferred upon him under
Section 34 of, and paragraph 6 of Schedule 4 to, the
Land Drainage Act 1976 hereby confirms these
Byelaws, in witness whereof the Official Seal of the
Minister of Agriculture Fisheries and Food is hereunto
affixed on 15th August, 1983.

Signed R. ¢. mcivor
Assistant Secretary

(note: These Byelaws incorporate modifications made by
the Minister with the consent o fthe Water Authority)
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Notes

Ifany person acts in contravention of, or fails to comply
with, any of these Byelaws he shall be liable on sum-
mary conviction to a fine not exceeding £2000 and, if
the contravention or failure is continued after convic-
tion, to a further fine not exceeding £40 for every day
on which the contravention or failure is so continued.
In addition the Authority may, without prejudice to the
above, take such action as may be necessary to remedy
the effect o f the contravention or failure, and may
recover the expenses reasonably incurred by them in
doing so from the person in default. (Land Drainage
Act 1976 Section 34(4) and (5) as amended by Criminal
Justice Act 1982)

With reference to Byelaw 28(c), Section 29(3)”) of the
Land Drainage Act 1976 provides that any consent or
approval required under that section shall, if neither
given nor refused within 2 months after application
therefor is made, be deemed to have been given.



IN CASE OF
FLOODING

The NRA will issuea red warn-
ing whenflooding in aparticular
residential area is likely. We try to
issue a red warning to the police
at leastfour hours before the
flooding is likely. In London,
which is very built-up andfloods
quickly, this is not always possible.
We have particular difficulty with
intense and local summer storms
which can causeflooding within
minutes ofit starting to rain. I f
flooding is likely, we will keep
your local radio station informed.

- Keep this checklist handy.

- Make sureyou are insured
againstflooding.

Your insurance company will
expectyou to have done allyou
can to reduce the damage caused
by aflood.

DO

+ check that the neighbours know about any flood warnings that have

been issued, especially if they are elderly or infirm

move people and animals to a place of safety

consider moving furniture and valuables out of harm's way
keep up to date by listening to your local radio station

prepare yourself: have spare clothing, waterproofs, Wellington
boots, torch, batteries, radio and food easily accessible

switch off electricity, gas, and water ifyou have to leave your
premises

seek advice from a reputable company if your carpets are damaged

ventilate your building after flooding if you can - the less damp, the
less damage

DON'T

+ throw rubbish into watercourses as this can create blockages and

cause flooding

attempt to switch on electrical appliances or circuits that have been
affected by water until they have been checked by a qualified
electrician

dispose of damaged goods until your insurance company has had the
opportunity to inspect them

phone the National Rivers Authority unless you have to- many of
our people will be out dealing with problems and we shall need our
telephone lines to keep in touch with the emergency services, local
authorities and local radio stations
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