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MANAGING THE DROUGHT
AND WATER RESOURCES

GENERAL

L Overthe Iastfourr rspartso Easternand outher Iﬁngland
hve been shart o eequwa en ften ralna ome
ot erareasofEn? and and Wales avea osu ed a serious
shorta gfraln 8 Btsofthe coundry this has een the most

profonge Weno IS centu consequent
un erground water reserves andsom nvers are extr mel low.
er some areas such as h%eort West hav iclent

ralnFaI orresources to be Ina healthy state an nopr ems
are expected.

2. TheNatlonaIRlversAu thorit ﬁ Rnot curead ougnt but it can
heIp o na elt It 15 essential that ri e[]san nds aﬁe
%E rmanent ama ean d}he needs oft
uolic, mdustryan agricufture are baIance

3 ne waterCO{npanles mn‘qu tr anda riculture, and thePubllc
ave a role K toc nserve watersuggS N agd

Ene NRA 15 1131 (5) orus rs. Businesses an

armescan e unn |o so m|n| N Ir

USe Q wateran m to an rtls
emberso theRkI comg ang

restrictions suc

com a aving water helps toprotect the environment
(1% Jséealsl ited rgesourcestdpmeep the needs throughouta
prolonged drought.

It 1S 1mnortan ﬁ
as 0Se |peorspr| er pans [n their water

LOW FLOWS

The current drought IS severe and it is Linav0|dable tha}] many

nvers an n wat \i sar erg ow. However, t ereae
e river su en] owf ows excesswea stract |0P as
eIas the roug eNRA IS ta |ngp03| tive action osove
fese pro e nd will, Wheren 3 vary or revoke
hceneesunbesF agreemen IS reache water companies on
timetable orsolvmg thesepro Iems

5. The NRAha en rnNng out detailed investigatjons into
rIVers Wlth u 10 excessive abstraction and in
g ropriate éltua |ons Int en

to withdraw or amend abstraction licences and require
abstractors to use alt ernanve sources. Where abstractors
can es abhsp al nqhtso compensation, the NRA WI||
make use o exist Hg Islative powers to charq
C gensatlon tot ter Resou [)cesAccounr[ which all
abstactors nare(snor] contribute by e ns o
ar es ere{n ble, comg nies wil eer]

{ te alternative agreed schemes ofsupply

ex compensation-arrangements,

cg ?araet i
t?] gav0|d
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10. Surface waterabstr?ctrons near tidal limits are avouer but
even here sufficienttlows to protect the environment Interests
ofestuaries must be ensured.

11 Ade ateI eated eftluentw e}]n |mporgnt wafer resource,
eN Aw xecshc ISC g e made asfar
g stream aspossr er than discharging into or near the

12. Abstra Itron ofsurface wa ergurrn inter when f Iowsar]
norma hrr%her IS enqbourag og%t er with st oragne so that
srrvrgrmltesre rt and can tfrom't e storage, andnotfrom the

13 The NRA believes that in the lon% erm, Liserssho%ldb able to
avesu ficient waterfor errrasonaben%edﬁ utte}émust
re%are opayt real economic cost which must ta
account ofthec sto rotectrngn(p wat erenvrro ment Thrs
errequrre 8rsatrvecha eveo men surabe
techniques and the NRA wr co operate yontesernrtratrves

WETLANDS
14. Itis.essential t Patwetlandsandothr easofsr Ifcant

environmenta |ntﬁrestareprot 3 ﬁ ensuret]
0wn 0 erat#ons taeacounto IS neg Were ssible, t
tRsAenrJ a|Srr Itélelnce and regulate t e activities of ters towards
| Wi

RIVER BUFFER ZONES
15, Rrverbu ferzoneso na rrhral veg etation of 10n1)ormorewrdth

ﬂ tomuc tolr #)FO et errve envrron ent Iyprev%{ttrng
|ntrgdlt(r)cneasﬂchsttutteearC zclrrr]tges qeuﬂ:vkelryS at arret%\rl\\//ref i ?e cost.

WISE USE OF WAT16R It is essential that everyone does all they can to u ter wisel
S ech Errst ebg\érceand ch ?or restraint )s/houlé be?ol%wed y

J Reparrﬂrrpgrnﬂ BS and angr leaks;

o Gener S eXCessiv z% ounts of waterwhether
IH ?ﬁt sors owers Be aware of the amount of water used

rg/htN asfteqrs ?Toadsfor washing machines and
* Do not waste water by letting hoses run while washin
@tuargurék%ﬁwhen n3/ actuaglly being used, or etersgtrﬁi
» Do not over-water gardens. Lessf re uent buiagood
tvaterrngJ etter- dFses less rrntfoa
o Usea water butt to colf roofdraina e orthegarden
0 not wa feh\riateron awns. By not cUtting the'grass f00
sort It wr elp It stay green.

ENVIRONMENT AGENCY

092057



NEW SOURCES
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(b) Where alternatrve so rees of ublrcsu ar not
uP da ow the

immediat eIY avarlab eina a |onsth Wea W'bl
e

como] nies to meet th errstatuht
amend licences on the basis that a(rternatrve supplies wi

promote toa ree trmeta les.and programmes.
BeNR 1SS tsfre wr sexrs |n ers to enable
a}stractron cenc Wrt rawnwere
thelr use IS in on |ct Wml stdatutory rea/ur ement or
CoNserv Pon } |aso IScussing wit Mrnrsters
the ne oranz ative m?asu es t %
epro I5ed

S
needed, with a |ew fot herglberng Included In t
Environment Bil

(c)

Before anz new sourceshare dev Io ed, |t hs essent |aI that
f T(ganre make sure t za dge al %can to re uce
ea ean to carr out ective mand anacI]emen
Ports lective domestrc meterin
%)ﬁro rrate In ar as where water resoyrces are Stressed.
re It can fsownt %peratten lon 15 not %rnlggrven
fo the control of leak ae or where aga#roprrate consideratio
has not peen |ven 0 mrtroductr ective metering, the
NRA will not grant |cenceé grnew ourcers
Some new sodrces are needed soon ective dema %
anagement and the sensible use o wa%ercould dela Ir e need
rb{r Hsa [ soyrce Lyman ears. The NRA recet
publishe scusan ment On st ategrco 10ns |sa
|mRort ntrnrtra step In the work, W table ?sour es
cannot be deve O(Pedl ca eNRA avours transter of water
rom wetterregr ns w er%surtp us resources are avallable to
}Eg ement resourcesrnt ler regjons. W ercom a(nresand
s must co-oper th heN An takrng

i |
forw rd. New source stguean mber oty Ery(iﬂems 3?rese§an onj

Bott ?answertot e current rouP
e rea |st|caI y overcome by sensibfe use of wa erand deman

management.

In areas hit by t‘redro ght where there is a, doub about '0”\%
ferm sustainabl rESUIces, |1 e NRA wilf'n ghr nt.an
|ce ces rom t hes resources (untr I]re gurrentoQ 0 E)rso er

s Impact can be assess rr;ranﬁed
where the RA |sconf|§ent valla %eresour es%eab
sustar the proposed abs ractron the fong term without

harm to the environment.

The NRA has already announced a moratorium on new licences
in the worst hit areas.

é?orﬂﬁ‘g%%?errssﬁfT%scé’#‘enf¥ CRTAnG e copblor urter

trldse
roundwater de e opment Is fimite



