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F a c t  l-ih- RIVER COLNE
1

BIOLOGY

I n  a d d i t i o n  i o  i l i e  i I k  m i k . i I  d i m p l i n g ,  t h e  C o l n e  is a l s o  s u r v e y e d  b i o l o g i c a l l y ,  

b e n t h i c  i m e r i e b r . u c  s t i r v e \ s  a r e  c a r r i e d  m u  :i i  :i n u m l v r  «>l ^ w h e r e  r i f f l e  

h a b i t a t s  j u '  p i c s e n i  I h e  p o p u l a t i o n  ' t i u c i m ' e  o| t h e  m \ c ! k - h i . n c  l . m n . i  g n e -  a 

m e a s u r e  o i  q u a l i t v  < ( i i n p l e m e n i a i ' v  i* > ; i , e  * h e m n .  .i l d a t a  1 i n -  i< >il« > «  n y  t a b l e  

! i " J "  -i i l l  I v m h i c  i m e r t e b i a i e '  l o u n d  at t h e  ». o l n e  s a m p l i n g  s t i e s

( . D i n m n n  a i | u a i u  i i h .:  l e b r a t e s  l o m n i  ir. th e  K i u -i C o l n e  l . i ' k d  m  «lrdvr  <»l
in c re a s in g  lo le r a n c c  lo  po llut ion

( •  indicates presence at site)

ABSTRACTIONS.
Historically many of the spring sources feeding the Colne catchment have 
been intercepted or diminished by groundwater abstraction. Generally 

speaking, water can only be abstracted under licence. The licence states how 
much water can be taken and how often. Our water resources staff are 
responsible for licensing abstractions, 4 licences have been granted, and - 
combined total of 750 mega litres per year can be abstracted under licence 
from th^Cblne.

DtSOUJtGES;
Thames Water Utilities Pic own and operate the main sewage treatment works 

with effluents discharging to the Colnejpjtfchment:- / . Jy, ; ;;
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I besides th e se  e ff luents,  th e  other tn.un in fluences  on  w a te r  q u a l ity  are  -

a) .surface run-off from u rb a n  a re a s  e £  Si Albans. Watford. R ic k m a n s w o r th ,  
1’ inner.  Huislip a n d  H il l ingdon
b )  A s s t > c t a l e d  w i t h  < a )  is r u n - o f f  f i o n i  c o m m e r c i a l  p n d  i n d u s t r i a l  d e v e k j p f n e n t ,  

t o g e t h e r  w i t h  h i g h w a y s  i n c l u d i n g  p a r t s  o f  t h e  M l ,  M 4 ,  M 2 5 3 J i d . M 4 6 ; ^ j \  . ^

,,U)Umv:i Vs ^
c> A sm all  p a n  o f  the su r fa ce  run -o ff  from Heathrow Airport 

K i w r  and  St a m\ ell Mooi D m  h tributary of the Colne). .j' ^  J ‘
d)  Trade e l l lu e n i  d isch a rg e s .  in c lu d e  cooling waters and fish 
A lth o u g h  there  are no public water sup p ly  ahstracticms from.ihejOc3^^tsaf 
there are  m.i|oi absir.u l io n s  horn il iv Thames immediately dowristircJ f̂lS of the^T1 
i i due c o n l lu e n c e  -*7 & ' ‘- ' r :  .• , ~ ‘ r



F a c t  F i l e -RIVER COLNE

TRIBUTARIES
T h e  p r in c ip a l  tr ibutaries  .ire the River  \ e r  1 3 -  k in..  I ’ p p c r  C o ln e  .ihov*.- 
lhe  Yer 1 9 -* m j . km ..  River  G a d e  l 1)^ K| km ..  River  C.hess 1<M >q. km .
River M is b o u r n e  I V ;  m j . km .,  K i w r  Alderb. »urne * . 2  m j . km . a n d  ihe 
Riv e r  F inn  hO m |. km .,  w h ere  the f lood ol August 19  o cc u rre d  ;< ill< >w tnvj 
e x c e p t io n a l  h e a v y  i;iiiU.i 11 o v e r  a >m.il) area

FLOOD DEFENCE
Reducing ihe risk of tlotxling from the Colne :irivl its tributaries on a 
dav-to-day basis and planning major flood defence projects in (he Colne 
caichment. forms a large pan ot‘ the NRA Thames Region's work.

Ihe NRA’s flood control room at Waltham Cro-*s keeps a round the clock 
check on weather conditions aiul river levels Stall interpret the information 

and give the local emergency services early warning ot possible floods.

\ fUxxJ defence leant is based at HroadmeaiK and carries out regular river 
maintenance work. This includes dredging, wcedcuuing. and the removal ot 
blockages. This team is mobilized during flood emergencies to keep river.** 
clear of obstructions so that fltKx.1 vv.iters can I k * conveyed away as quickly 

as possible.

THE LOW ER COLNE IM PRO VEM ENT SCHEME
The Lower Colne improvement scheme Ixrgan in 19KK anil is programmed to 
end in the financial year 199S 96 at an ov erall cost ot Jt 12.6m. The scheme 
comprises some SO small works spread along the main water ways in and 
around the Colne Valley. They include creation of local bypass channels and 
flood carriers, anil the removal of Ixrtilenecks such as derelict sluices and 
easilv blocked w eirs w hich slow fltxxl flow. The NRA is careful to protect the 
aquatic ecology and fisheries when undertaking such work. We undertake 
ecological survevs of the rivers l>etore starting flood defence work.

EN JO YIN G  THE COLNE
The Colne of fers a wide v ariety of uses tor sports, leisure interests and 
relaxation. For the energetic, there is the Ver-Colne Walk from Redbourn to 
Watford (simply follow the yellow arrow with a river sym1*)l>. The river also 
offers an opportunity for ornithologists to see the grey wagtail, kingfisher or 
even a little grelxr. You will not only find a wide variety of wildlife, but also 

facilities for a family picnic and excellent coarse fishing.

FISHING IN THE COLNE
The complex system of the Rivers Colne. Colnbrook. Wraysbury and I rays 
supports an excellent mixed riverine coarse fishery.

The fast flowing nature of the Colne presents an ideal habitat for the roach, 
dace, chub and bari^el found in the river, together with bream, carp.-perch 

and pike, which are also present. Also found in the river is the native British 

crayfish.

Above Rickman.svvorth. the river narrows although roach, dace and cluib are 
still found in the deeper pools. 1 dow nstream from here and running almost 

unnoticed through the area are some of the country's Ixrst carp lakes, and its 
tributaries offer excellent potential for the river angler seeking sport from ihe 

aliove species.. For further information on wliere to lish etc.. you should 

contact -

C o ln e  Valiev  A n g le rs  C o n su lta t ive  Assoc..
Mr G Cox.
IS  NorvvotKl T errace .
Norwood Green.
Middlesex.
1X2 4NH.

N ational R ivers A uthority 
Tham es Region:

Kings M eodow  House, 

Kings M e odow  Rood, 
Reoding; 

Berkshire, 

RG1 8 D 0 . 
lei: 0 7 3 4  5 3 5 0 0 0 .
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F a c t  / / / t - R I V E R  COLNE
I

BIOLOGY

I n  addition to i I k -  c h e m i c a l  - a m p l i n g .  i h e  Colne is also surveyed biologically. 
Memhk mvcricbraic sunev- arc ijrricti out at :i number <>| -He- where riffle 
habitat^ .in.- pie-cm The population '■puciuiv oi’ ihc nnt.-iii.-lii.iic l.uina .u<'e" .1 
nv.iMirv • >1 cjualilv 1 1 >mplcmcnian i< > ;i.c 1 licmn. al data Tiic following table 

li'ls a selection ii| Ivnihn' imcrtchraic' loiind .11 the G 1I1V •'.implmt; -lie'

C o m m o n  a q u a l k  n n * ;  l e b r a t e s  l o i i m i  m  t h e  R i v e r  <.’< 11 n i . i ' t c d  m  o r d e r  i*l 

in c re a s in g  to le ra n c e  10  p o llu t io n

____ w+n •• < * *'>'» Jt* fe.*1 ■■ ■.
He

( •  indicates pretence at site)

ABSTRACTIONS
Historically many of the spring sources feeding the Colne catchment have 
been intercepted or diminished by groundwater abstraction. Generally 
sp>eaking, water can only be abstracted under licence. The licence states how 
much water can be taken and how often. Our water resources staff are 
responsible for licensing abstractions, 4 licences have been granted, and - 
combined total of 750 mega litres per year can be abstracted under licence 

from th^.Colne.

DfSOfAJtGtS
Thames Water Utilities Pic own and operate the main sewage treatment works 
with effluents discharging to the Colne p^tchment:* ,  ^  .

veJMW

b e s id e s  th ese  e f f lu ents ,  the other  111.1 in in fluences  o n  w a te r  q u a l i ty  are •

a)  S u r fa c e  ru n -o ff  from u rb a n  areas  e  £  Si A lb an s .  W atford. R k  k m a n s w o n h .  
Pinner. Huislip a n d  H il l ingd on
b) Associated with <li) is run-oft from commercial ^nd industrial developpient, 
together wiih highwavs including pans of the M l ,  M 4 , M 2 5  a n d  
motorways . • ^  
c> A small pan of the surface mn-ofT from Heathrow Airport <<o.ljb£
River anti Sianwell Moot Ditch Iribinary of the Colne), 

d) Trade efflueni discharges include cooling waters and fish fa .
Although theie arc no public w .iifi supply abstraction from fhe-OdjjlU.--- ,.v
there arc maioi a lw o d m ib  horn ilic Humes immediately downistirei^-ofthe/*Vv;
Oil 1 ic confluence ■ -..
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TRIBUTARIES
T h e  pr inc ip a l  tr ibutaries a r e  I Ik* River  \ c r  1*2  sq km ..  I. p|X-r C o ln e  a b o v e  
th e  Ver 1 9 h m j  km  R iver  G . id e  l*>^ m | km  River C h e s s  1 <»I sq  km  
River  M i> lvuirne  l.V; mj k m . .  R iver  \ l d e r b . mrne s  > mj km  a n d  the 
River  P m n  -in mj km  w h e r e  th e  f k * x l  ol \ugust 19  o c c u r r e d  •« >ll< »w m g  
e x c e p t io n . i l  he.ivv mini.i ll o v e r  .1 small  area

FLOOD DEFENCE
Reducing the risk ot fkxxlmg from the Colne .mJ its tributaries 011 .1 
dav-to-day basis and planning major tl<mk! detente projects in the Colne 
catchment, forms a large pan ol the NRA Thames Region's work

Ihe NRA's fitx>cl control room .11 Waltham Ir o ^  keeps a round the clock 
check on weather conditions .iihI river leve ls  suit interpret the information 

.md give the l<xal emergency services e.irlv warning of possible lloods

\ ll(x>d defence team is based at Droadmeads and carries out regular river 
maintenance work. This includes dredging, weedcutting. anti the removal ol 
blockages. This team is mobilized tluring llootl emergencies to keep rivers 
clear of obstructions so that llootl waters can Ik - conveyed avvav as quicklv 

as possible.

THE LOWER COLNE IM PROVEM ENT SCHEME
I he Lower Colne improvement scheme lx.-g.in in 19K8 and is programmed to 
end in the financial vear 199S 96 at an overall cost ol A 12.6m. The scheme 
comprises some SO small works spread along the main water ways in and 
around the Colne Valley. They include creation ot kxal bypass channels anti 
litxxl carriers, anti the removal of Ivxtlenecks such as derelict sluices and 

easily blocked weirs which slow fhxxl flow The NRA is careful to protect the 
aquatic ecology and fisheries w hen undertaking such work. We undertake 
ecological surveys of the rivers lx*lore starting ll<xxl defence work.

EN JO YIN G  THE COLNE
The Colne offers a w ide variety ot uses tor sports, leisure interests and 
relaxation. For the energetic, there is the Ver-Colne Walk from Redlxuirn to 
Watford (simply follow the yellow arrow with a river symlx>|). The river also 
offers an opportunity for ornithologists to see the grey wagtail, kingfisher or 
even a little grelx* You will not onlv I inti a wide variety ot wildlife, but also 
facilities for a family picnic anti excellent coarse hshing

FISHING IN THE COLNE
The complex system of the Rivers Colne. Colnbrook. Wraysbury and Prays 
supports an excellent mixed riverine coarse fishery

The fast flowing nature of the Colne p re M * n is  an ideal habitat for the roach, 
dace, chub and barliel found in the river, togeiher with bream, carp, pcrcli 
and pike, which are also present Also found in the river is the native British 

crayfish

Alx>ve Rickmansvvonh. the river narrows although roach, dace and chub are 
still found in the tleeper p<x)ls Downstream from here and running almost 
unnoticed through the area are some ol the country's lx*st carp lakes, and its 
tributaries offer excellent potential for the river angler seeking sport from the 
alxne species. For further information 011 'vlicre to tish etc you should 

c< >ntatt-

Colne Valiev Anglers Consultative \ss»*.

Mr G Cox.
IS NorwtxxJ Terrace.
Norw<xxJ Green 

Middlesex.
I X2 -1 NT)

National Rivers Authority 
Thames Region:

Kings M eodow House, 
Kings M eodow  Rood, 
Reoding,

Berkshire,

R61 8 0 Q .
Tel: 0 7 3 4  S 3 S 0 0 0
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