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RIVER QUALITY 1991
IDENTIFICATION OF POSSIBLE CAUSES OF NON-COMPLIANCE WITH RIVER QUALITY 
OBJECTIVES
TECHNICAL REPORT NO. FWS/92/015
This report identifies possible causes of non-compliance where river reaches 
have been identified as failing to meet their River Quality Objectives (RQOs) 
in 1991 and is intended to be used in conjunction with the previous reports 
listed below.

(i) ANNUAL CLASSIFICATION OF RIVER WATER QUALITY 1991 
(EXTERNAL) (FWS/92/003)

< ii) RIVER WATER QUALITY 1991 CLASSIFICATION BY DETERMINAND 
(INTERNAL) (FWS/92/002)

(iii) ANNUAL CLASSIFICATION OF RIVER WATER QUALITY 1991: NUMBERS OF 
SAMPLES EXCEEDING THE QUALITY STANDARD (INTERNAL) (FWS/92/003)

(iv) ANNUAL CLASSIFICATION OF RIVER WATER QUALITY 1991: PERCENTAGE 
EXCEDENCE OF DETERMINAND STATISTICS FROM QUALITY STANDARDS (INTERNAL)
(FWS/92/004)

For river reaches which failed to meet their RQOs in 1991 but not in 1990, 
pollution inspectors and wardens were consulted for comments to use in this 
report, as these two groups probably have the most detailed knowledge of 
individual catchments. The resulting comments have been used to compile this 
report, together with comments carried forward from a similar but wider 
consultation exercise previously carried out regarding river reaches which 
were non-compliant in 1990. It was assumed that the same causes of non- 
compliance could be applied to 1991 as were used for non-compliance in 1990, 
as the classification is based on three years data and the same samples will 
often have caused the 1990 non-compliance and the 1991 non-compliance.
For the 1992 causes of RQO non-compliance report it is intended to conduct a 
full consultation exercise including all relevant NRA sections, as was 
carried out for the 1990 non-compliance.
The information contained in this report is strictly for internal NRA use 
only, as many of the comments are not substantiated and are based on 
subjective opinions or suspicion.
It is anticipated that this report will be of use to those planning 
investigations and making water quality assessments.
September 1992 
A.G.Taylor
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