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BATHING WATER QUALITY 
IN ENGLAND AND WALES IN 1998

A SUMMARY REPORT

1. IN TR O D UCTIO N

1.1 The role of the Environment Agency
As the com petent authority for England and Wales, the 
Agency plays an im portant part in the implementation o f  the 
EC Bathing Water Directive ( 7 6 / 160/EEC). U nder the 
directions given in May 1992 and notices given in May 
1992 and February 1996 by the Secretary o f  State, the 
Agency is required to sam ple and analyse bathing waters jn 
accordance with die requirem ents o f  die Directive. The 
results arc reported annually to the Department o f the 
Environment. Transport and the Regions (DfcTR) and Welsh 
Office (W O). The DFTR uses these data to  assess compliance 
o f individual bathing waters and transmits the results 
annually to the European Commission.

The Agency also has statutory duties and powers under 
the Water Resources Act 1991 to regulate discharges to 
controlled waters w ith respect to relevant water quality 
objectives. For bathing waters, water quality objectives were 
set out in the Bathing Water (Classification) Regulations 1991 
(SI 91 /1  S97). w hich came into force in  August 1991 
(DoE. 1991).

The results o f  the 1998 bathing water quality survey in 
England and Wales are also available on the Agency's "State o f 
the Environment” Internet service. Details o f  compliance on 
individual bathing waters are shown on the Agency's World 
Wide Web site at http://www.e-nvironmeni-agency.gbv.uk.
As an additional step, sample results will be updated over the 
course o f  the 1999 bathing season. The Agency compiles 
data from  the annual sampling program m e via its National 
Centre for Environmental Data and Surveillance in Bath, and 
the reports art- prepared by die Environmental Strategy 
Directorate as part o f  its role in assessing the state o f  the 
environm ent and the pressures placed upon it.

1.2 Identified bathing waters for the 1998 season
In 1998 there w ere 4S8 coastal bathing waters identified in 
England and Wales for the purposes o f  the Directive. 10 more 
than the 199/ bathing season. The new identified coastal 
bathing waters are indicated on  the map o f  England and 
Wales. During the 1998 season nine inland bathing waters 
were m onitored in England and Wales for die first time 
(these newly identified inland bathing waters are also 
indicated on the map)

2. TH E  1998 EC IDENTIFIED BATHING 
W ATER Q U A LITY  SURVEY
2.1 Sampling and analysis
The bathing season in England and Wales runs from 1 5 May 
to 30 September and sampling com m ences two weeks before 
the start o f  the season Agency policy is dial 20 samples arc- 
taken at regular intervals throughout the season at each site. 
All samples are taken at predeterm ined points o ff the beach 
of the identified bathing water where the daily average 
density o f bathers is at us highest Samples are normally 
taken 30 cm  below the water's surface.

The results o f  the analyses of samples taken in the 1998 
bathing season have been supplied to DFTR for publication 
in the 1998 DETR Report to Parliament. Twenty samples 
were taken tor coliform and faecal streptococci analysis at 
each bathing water (except for Redgate Beach in South West 
Region - see M o w ). A m inim um  o f  two samples are 
analysed for enteroviruses at diose bathing waters which 
failed the mandatory coliform  standards during the 1997 
season or which failed the coliform  standards in 1998. All 
coliform counts were confirm ed using the m ethods set out 
in the Manual o f  Standard Methods for Microbiological 
Analysis (NRA 1992b)

2.2 Survey results: compliance w ith  Directive
The m andatory coliform standards given in  the Directive w hich are generally 
used to assess compliance require there to be no more than 1 0 .0 0 0  total 
coliforms per J 0 0  ml and no more than  2 ,0 0 0  faecal coliform s per 1 0 0  ml. 
In order for a bo thing w ater to comply. 9 5  per cent of samples taken m ust 
meet these standards.

The more stringent guideline coliform and facxd streptococci standards given 
in the Directive arc as follows: 8 0  per cent of samples m ust not contain more 
than S 0 0  total coliforms or 10 0  faecal coliform s per 10 0  m l and 9 0  per 
cent of samples m ust not contain more than 1 0 0  faecul streptococci 
per 10 0  ml

During the 1998 bathing season. 4S8 identified coastal 
bathing waters were exam ined in England and Wales. The 
num ber o f  bathing waters com plying w ith the Directive, as 
determ ined by the DETR on  die basis o f  die coliform 
parameters, was 413, that is to say. 90 .4  per cent. This is 
an increase of 1.6 per cent com pared w ith  the results o f the 
1997 survey. Redgate Beach in Southw est Region was 
closed for most o f  the season due to safety considerations 
and no sampling could take place. This bathing water has 
no t been included in the assessment and therefore percentage 
compliance has been calculated for a total o f 457 bathing 
waters. All nine o f  the newly identified inland bathing 
waters complied w ith the coliform parameters, giving a 
compliance percentage o f  100 per cent.

Tables 1 gives details o f  the num bers and percentages o f 
coastal bathing waters com plying w ith the Direcnve in 1998 
by A gency region The changes in the num ber o f bathing 
waters complying between 1997 and 1998 are also given.

2.2.1 Abnorm al weather waiver
Article 5.2 o f the Directive states that deviations from 
imperative and guideline standards shall not be taken into 
consideration in compliance calculations ”... w hen they are 
the result o f  floods, o ther natural disasters or abnormal 
weather conditions'*.

There is no official definition o f  what constitutes abnormal 
weather, but the DETR has advised that generally a “one in- 
five-year storm  event*' can be regarded as exceptional 
weather. That is a storm  w hich is statistically likely to occur 
only once in every five years. The am ount o f  rainfall which 
equates to a one-in five year event depends on die prevailing 
weather in a specific location

Table 1 - 1998 EC identified coastal bathing waters - coliform results

Agency region Number of
bathing
waters

Complying Non-complying Number of compliant 
bathing waters 

compared w ith  1997Number % Number %

Anglian 36 36 100.0 0 0.0 +1

North East 56 47 83.9 9 16.1 -4

North West 34 21 61.8 13 38.2 +4

Southern 77 75 97.4 2 2.6 +8

South West 183 167 91.3 16 8.7 + 3

Thames 3 3 100.0 0 0.0 0

Wales 68 64 94.1 4 5.9 +4

TO TA L 457 413 90.4 44 9.6 + 16

In 1998, the DETR applied ten abnormal weather waivers 
on Agency advice to  samples where Directive mandatory 
coliform  standards were exceeded following exceptionally 
heavy rainfall Consequendy these sample results were 
excluded from compliance assessment and these bathing 
waters met the mandatory coliform standards o f  the 
Directive The Agency also recom m ended that five abnormal 
weather waiver applications should be rejected. No waivers 
were applied to samples w hich only exceeded the guideline 
standards stipulated by the Directive. The 10 beaches to 
which abnormal weather waivers were applied were 
Staithes. Sandsend. Runswick Bay. Whitby. Saltbum. Berwick 
Spittal, Blyth South, Seaton Sluice. Crimdon and Seaham.
2.3 W ater quality trends
During the 1998 badiing season 17 previously com pliant 
bathing waters became non-com pliant for the first tim e in 
several seasons. It has always been the case that a num ber 
o f  bathing waters pass the Directive’s m andatory coliform 
standards in one year and fail the next (o r vice versa).
This is due to the inherent variability o f the data collected 
over the. bathing season and the wa> in which compliance 
is assessed as a "pass/fail" on the basis o f 20  samples.
The laws o f chance can therefore play a significant part in 
determ ining the overall compliance level, as can weather 
conditions w hich affect bacterial die-off

The variability in compliance is dem onstrated by exam ining 
the num ber o f  bathing waters failing to meet the Directive 
standards in three, two, one or none o f the previous three 
seasons. Figure I illustrates this for each three-year period 
since 1988.

It can be seen that a certain percentage of bathing waters 
(19.5 per cent for die period 1996 -1998) switch between 
com pliance and non compliance and the real cause o f this 
(w hether due to  volatility o f  the compliance assessment 
methods used in the Directive or real change in water 
quality) is difficult to determ ine However the figures 
indicate that this group o f  bathing w aters has decreased 
in recent years.

Figure 1 also illustrates that the trend o f  increased 
consistency o f  compliance continues. The percentage o f 
bathing waters complying each year from 1996-1998 now 
stands at 77.3 per cent and has risen markedly from the 57 
per cent attained during 19 8 8 -1990. The percentage of 
bathing waters consistently lading has also been reduced to 
3.25 per cent from I 3 per cent. This indicates that the 
trend is for individual bathing waters to become more 
consistendy compliant.
Figure 1 iCorcwtency of oomptancq g y y  3 year pgnods]

3. AGENCY ACTIONS
The Agency will continue to investigate possible sources of
contam ination at all non-com pliant bathing waters w ith  a
view to controlling them  where statutory powers allow.
Actions will focus on the need to:
• deliver compliance with standards according to agreed 

timescales for outstanding unprovem ent schemes:
• examine options for upgrading coastal sewerage systems 

where com bined sewer overflows (CSOs) continue to 
cause problems;

• target additional investment to achieve guideline standards 
where this can be justified through an analysis o f costs and 
benefits.

• continue to assess what can be done to prevent pollution 
from dilFuse sources w hich results in failure to meet the 
standards;

• insugatc research program mes to address long term  w ater 
quality problems

http://www.e-nvironmeni-agency.gbv.uk


Introduction
Th e  role of the Environm ent Agency

The Agency has a duty to implement the EC Bathing W ater Directive 

by sampling and analysing bathing waters. The results are reported 

annually to the Department for Environment, Food and Rural 

Affairs (DEFRA) and the National Assembly for Wales (N A W ). DEFRA 

uses this data to assess the compliance of individual bathing waters 

and reports annually to the European Commission.

The Agency also has statutory duties and powers under the Water 

Resources Act 1991 to regulate discharges into controlled waters. 

For bathing waters, water-quality objectives were set out in the 

Bathing Water (Classification) Regulations 1991, w hich came into 

force in August 1991.

The results of the 2001 bathing water quality survey in 

England and Wales and other information is available on the 

Agency's w eb site at www.cnvironm ent-aq ency.qov.uk 

(to  find pages on the internet, follow the navigation routes below). 

Sample results for each bathing water will be updated during 

the 2002 bathing season. The Agency compiles data from the 

annual sampling program me and reports are prepared (b y  the 

Environmental Protection Directorate) as part of its role to assess 

the state of the environment and the pressures placed upon it.

Identified bath ing waters

There were 475 coastal bathing waters identified in England and 

Wales for the purposes of the Directive, two more than in the 2000 

bathing season. The new designations are indicated on the map of 

England and Wales. Nine inland bathing waters were monitored in 

England and Wales,

The 2001 EC identified bathing 
water quality survey
Sam pling and analysis

The bathing season in England and Wales runs from 15 M ay to 30 

September and sampling commences two weeks before the start of 

the season. All samples are taken at predetermined points off the 

beach where the daily average density of bathers is at its highest. 

Samples are normally taken at water depths of one metre and 

30cm below the water's surface.

The  results of the analyses of samples taken in the 2001 bathing 

season have been supplied to DEFRA for publication in the 2001  

DEFRA Report to Parliam ent A  m inim um  of twenty samples were 

taken for coliform and faecal streptococci analysis at each bathing

water. O ne designated water in the North East Region, Earls Dyke, 

was not sampled because of access restrictions as a result of the 

foot-and-m outh epidem ic Tw o  designated waters in the South 

West Region, Redgate Beach and Dartm outh Castle fc Sugary 

Cove, were closed for the season for safety considerations and no 

sampling could lake place. A  m inim um  of two samples were 

analysed for enteroviruses and salmonella in waters that tailed the 

mandatory coliform standards during the 2000 season or that 

failed the coliform standards in 2001.

Survey results: com pliance w ith  Directive

The m a nda to ry coliform  standards given in  the Directive that ore 

generally used to assess com pliance require there to be no m ore than  

10,00 0 total coliforms p e r 100 m l a n d  no m ore than 2 ,0 0 0  faecal 

coliforms per 100ml. fo r  a  ba th ing  w ater to comply, 95 p e r cent of 

samples taken m ust meet these standards.

The m ore stringent guideline coliform a n d  faecal streptococci 

standards given in  the Directive are as follows: 8 0  p e r cent of samples 

m ust no t contain m ore than 5 0 0  tota l coliforms or 100 faecal 

coliforms per 10 0 m l a n d  90 p e r cent o f samples m ust not contain  

m ore than 100 faecal streptococci p e r 100ml.

D uring the 2001 bathing season, 472 identified coastal bathing 

waters were examined in England and Wales. Three bathing 

waters were not included in the assessment (see above). The 

num ber of bathing waters that complied with the Directive, as 

determined b y  DEFRA on the basis of the mandatory coliform 

standards, was 458. that is exactly 97 per cent. This is an increase 

of 1.7 per cent com pared w ith the results of the 2000 survey. All 

of the nine inland bathing waters complied with the coliform 

parameters, giving a compliance percentage of 100 per cent.

The num ber of coastal bathing waters during the 2001 season 

that com plied w ith the m ore stringent guideline standards in the 

Directive was 282, or 59.7 per cent. This is 14.9 per cent more 

than in the 2000 survey.

W e b  site n a v ig a tio n  routes

General in fo rm a tio n : >Ask a question
Home page >Bathing Water Directive
>Your environment
>What's in your backyard M a p  o f  England a n d W ales

(  see afeo' list on right) Home page
>Te)l me more (icon) >Your environment
>8athing Water Directive (icon) >What's In your backyard

( ’see also' list on right)
Local in fo rm a tio n : >Maps (Icon)
Home page >Select “Bathing Water' tit* box
>Your environment on right column. Then click on
>What's irt your backyard zoom tool and click on area of

('see also' H «  on right) map required.

T a b le  1 (below ) gives details of the numbers and percentages of 

coastal bathing waters in 2001 that com ply w ith the mandatory 

standards of the Directive, by Agency region. The changes in the 

num ber of bathing waters that complied between 2000 and 2001 

are also given.

2001 EC-Identified coastal bathing waters 
- m andatory compliance

Agency
region

No. of 
battling 
waters

Compliance 

No. %

Non-
compliance

No. <*>

No. of 
compliant 

battling 
waters 

compared 
with 2000

Anglian 37 36 97.3 1 2.7 ■ ■ ■ ■

N orth  East 55 55 100.0 0 0.0 +4

North West 34 30 88.2 A T1.8 +2

Southern 79 78 98.7 \ 1,3 +1

South West 187 184 9 8 4 3 1.6 +5

Thames 5 5 100.0 0 0.0 . +2

Wales 75 70 93.3 5 6.7 -4

TO TA L 472 458 97.0 14 3.0 +9

Ta b le  2  (b e lo w ) gives details of the numbers and percentages of 

coastal bathing waters that complied in 2001 with the guideline 

standards of the Directive, by Agency regions. The changes in the 

num ber of bathing waters that complied between 2000 and 2001 

are also given.

2001 EC-identified coastal bathing waters 
• guideline compliance

N o . o f 
compliant 

b a th in g  
waters 

c o m p a re d  
with 2000

■f?

+25

+1

+6

+17

+ 2

+ 1 3

+ 7 1

A b n o rm a l w eather w aiver

Th e  Directive states that deviations from water quality standards 

should not be taken into consideration in compliance calculations, 

"...when they are the result of floods, other natural disasters or 

abnormal weather conditions'.

There is no official definition of what constitutes abnormal weather, 

but DEFRA has advised that generally a "or>e-in-five-year storm 

event" can be regarded as exceptional weather. The  am ount of 

rainfall that equates to a one-in-five-year event depends on the 

prevailing weather in a specific location.

Agency
region

No. of 
bathing 
waters

Compliance
Non-

compliance

No. % No. %

Anglian 37 22 59.5 15 40.5

North East 55 33 60.0 22 40.0

North West 34 4 11.8 30 88.2

Southern 79 43 54.4 36 45.6

South West 187 132 70.6 55 29.4

Thames 5 3 60.0 2 40.0

Wales 75 45 60.0 30 40.0

TO TA L 472 282 59.7 190 40.3

In 2001, the Environment Agency applied six abnormal weather 

waivers following exceptionally heavy rainfall. O ne of these waivers 

concerned an exceedence of the mandatory coliform standard 

(Scarborough South Bay), and five concerned areas where the 

guideline coliform standard was exceeded (Southwold The Denes, 

Sheingham, Cromer, Mundesley, Scarborough N orth Bay). 

Consequently, these sample results were excluded from  compliance 

assessment. None of these waivers affected the final compliance 

status of any of the waters listed above.

W a ter quality trends

During the 2001 bathing season, 12 previously compliant bathing 

waters became non-compliant for the first time in several seasons.

It has always been the case that a num ber of bathing waters pass 

the Directive's mandatory coliform standards in one year and fail 

the next (o r vice versa). This results from the inherent variability of 

the data collected over the bathing season and the way in which 

compliance is assessed as a 'pass/fail" on the basis of 20 samples. 

Chance can therefore play a significant part in determining the 

overall compliance level, as can weather conditions that affect 

bacterial die-off.

The variability in compliance is demonstrated by examining the 

num ber of bathing waters that fail to meet Directive standards in 

three, two, one or none of the previous three seasons. Figure 1 

illustrates this for each three-year period since 1988.

It can be seen that a certain percentage of coastal bathing waters 

(13.7  per cent for the period 1 9 9 8 -2000) switch between 

compliance and non-compliance. The real cause of this (whether 

because of volatility of the compliance assessment methods used in 

the Directive o r  because of real changes in water quality) is difficult 

to determine. However, the figures indicate that the num ber of 

bathing waters of variable compliance has decreased in recent years.

F igure 1 (below ) also illustrates that the trend of increased 

consistency of compliance continues. Th e  percentage of bathing 

waters that complied each year from 1998 to 2000 now  stands at 

86 per cent and has risen markedly from the 57 per cent that 

complied during 1988 to 1990. The  percentage of bathing waters 

that consistently failed during the two respective penods has also 

been reduced to 0.5 per cent from 13 per cent.

Consistency of imperative compliance over 3 year penods ,.m
1̂  i

http://www.cnvironment-aqency.qov.uk


Agency actions
The Agency will continue to investigate possible sources of 

contamination at all non-com pliant bathing waters with a view to 

controlling them where statutory powers allow. Actions will focus 

on the need to:

• deliver compliance with standards according to agreed time 

scales for outstanding improvem ent schemes;

• examine options for upgrading coastal sewerage systems where 

com bined sewer overflows (CSO s) continue to cause problems;

• target additional investment to achieve guideline standards 

where this can be justified through an analysis of costs and 

benefits;

• continue to assess what actions are required to prevent pollution 

from  diffuse sources that results in failure to meet the standards;

• instigate research programmes to address long-term  water- 

quality problems.
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O  20 Morecambe North 
0 2 1  Morecambe South 
O  n  Heysham Ha« Moon Bay 
0  23 Fleetwood 
O  24 Cieveleys 
O  25 ftupham 
0 2 6  BUckpoo< North 
O  27 Blackpool Central 
0 2 8  Blackpool Sooth 
O  29 StAnnes North 
O  30 St Anne*
O  31 Southport 
•  32 Aimdale 
O  33 fotrrtay 
O  34 New Brighton 
O  55 Moreton 
0 3 6  Meoh 
© 3 7  West Kirby

Bathing water compiles w ith  the guideline coliform 
and faecal streptococci standards, and Is of good 
quality.

O  ?• AmWe Jinks >§ S $6! > ^  y .r
0 8  OnavVyr Bay ■ - .
0 9  N e w b ^ n  North
0 10 Newbigtfin South . ^  
O H  8*yth south Beach
O ' ?
013 V.VV*)’Boy
0 1 4  Tynemouth C v llw o ill > :
O  IS  TynemOuUi Uxtg Sands North
O  1 6 Tynemouth Long S-oxls South -,7 , 
0 17 IVri^-wfcrth Kn$"£dwards Bay -I* •£; 
0  58 souths**** ;•  V .C ‘
0 1 9  Mandrn : ' r
0-20
0 2 >  Roktr/ Whitburn South 
0 2 2  Seaham Be*cf>
O  / 3 Sfcafam KiltBeach (Rtfliand 
0 ?,« iCrifrxten. /:vv; i
0 2 5  Se«ronCa.T«M 0rth v'.-Nv"
0 2 6  Seaton Carew Centre
0 2 ?  SeaiOP Cahsw North Care ■ ’ 
O 28 tedCifCoatham 
O  29 Web^af StabOn , v ;  
0 3 0  Rrdrar Cranv:»e 
0 5 1  Jtedcir-^o
0 3 2  Sea at M a rie  S*>d»
0 3 3  S*Wwm v -  
0  34 S»*th*5
O J S  ftunjwKkBay
0 ^ 6  Sarxfeend . S.v--'
0 3 7  Whitby
0 3 8  ActtPHCOdsBay
O  39 Scart^ouQh North Bay, ’ ; :
•O'#-
0 4 1  C«yt0n8«y ^

I S * *
0 4 4  fiarrtwoughNorthlanding h V
0 4 5  nirnboroogh Sot ah landing 
© 4 «  Oar** O y * <U m t^ x > u 0 ^ 4 f-
047
0 * 8  erSdU^dbon
049 wirtNvtK *•&;* :; " V .  '• .
0 5 0  Fratrfhorpr-V_ - ^ . y ^  <

0 5 6  Wkfcernsw

^  Bathing water complies w ith  the m andatory
coliform standards and is of acceptable quality.

^  Bathing w ater does not comply w ith  m andatory 
coliform standards and Is of Insufficient quality.

^  Bathing water was dosed for the duration of the 
bathing season due to health and safety reasons 
(eg unstable cliffs, engineering works).

ic  New bathing waters for the 2001 season.

Berwick 
upon-Tv

Environment Agency Wales
©  1 Prestatyn 
<3 2 Rhyl
O  1 ».nmeJ Bay (Sandy Cove)
0  4 Cofwyn Bay 
©  S liandudno Nc*th Shore 
®  6 tlandudno V X *  Shore 
O  f  fpnmafrvrawr 
O  8 ttenddona 
0 9  BcnUcch 
O  10  CemacA 
O  11 Porth Oafa'th 
O  12 Trea»dcJur Bay 
O  13 Rhosneigr 
O  14 Atoertlraw 
O l S  Uanddwyn 
O  16 Morta Dinlte 
O  17 Abewoch 
0 1 8  PvrHheB 
O  19 CriccWh 
O J O  Morfa ft>*char»
0 2 1  Hartoch
O  22 Liandamvg
O  23 Oyffryn (IbncncKvyn)
O  24 Tai y-Bont 
O  25 Barmouth 
O  26 FaJfboume 
@ 2 7  Tywyn
0 2 8  Abtfdyfi
0 2 9  Borth
O  30 Clardd' South 
O  31 Aberyitwyth North 
O  32 Aberystwyth South 
O  33 Traeth Gwyn New Quay 
©  34 Nev/quay Harbour 
0  35 Uangrannog 
O  36 Tr«aith 
0  37 Aberforth 
O  JB Poppit Sands 
O  39 Newport 
O  40 Wh«esa.--ds
0 4 1  Caerfa)
0 4 2  Newgale
0 4 3  ftroodhaven 
Oaa  Mâ oes
0  45 Oa»e
0 4 6  Wwt Angie
0 4 7  8ro»dhaven Sou*
O  48 Bara*widfe
0  49 Fr«hvy«er-fast 
O  50 Mandfbier 
0  51 iydstep 
O  52 Tenby South 
O  53 Cattle Bea<h. Tenby 
O  54 Tenby North
O  55 Saundenfoot 
O  56 Coppct Half 
O  57 Amroth 
0  58 Peixine 
O  59 Pembrey 
© 6 0  RhOSSi'
O  61 Port Eynor' Bay 
Q  62 Oxwfch Siy 
O  63 C iSw i* Bay 
0 6 4  unglandSay 
0  65 Umwiade Bay 
0  66 8r a « & t 8ay 
O  67 Sw»rr5ea Bay 
O  £>8 Abcrjlin 
O  <*9 R « t  Bay POrthfaw!
O  70 Sandy Bay ?c*th<awl 
0  71 T»ecco Bay Porthc-axvl 
O  72 SooJhemdcrvvn 
O  73 Cold Knap Ba«ty 
O  74 W/hitmore 8ay Barry 
0  75 {adtwm Bay Barry

Newtastle 
upor Tyne

North 
West i N

Region

Workington

K. SCa,tNorth
East

Region

Kendal

Blackpool
Anglian Region
O  l Cleethofpes
0  2 MaWedwpe Town
O  3 Sutton-orvSoa
O  4 M099S Ive
O  5 A/xJefby
O  6 Chapel St Leona/d
O  7 IngoldmHh South
O  B Skegness
O  9 Hem ham
O  10 Hixatanton Main Beach 
O  11 Hunstonton Beach 
O  12  We9»
O  13 Shenngham 
0  14 Oome>
O  15 Munderiey 
O  16 Hemsby 
O  17 Cawet Poiru 
O  18 O n t  Yarmouth North 
O  19 Great Yarmouth Pier 
•  20 Great Yarmouth South 
O  21 Goriestan Beach 
O  22 t&weston {Gunton Denes) 
O  23 lewrjtoh North 
O  24 LowesttKt South 
O  a  Sowthwoid The Pier 
O  26 South wold The Oencs 
O  27 Frti«to*>re Monh 
O  2B FeSutoMe South 
O  29 Oovcrcourt 
O  30 Wldron 
O  31 fdntoi>
O  32 Holland 
O  33 Oacbon 
O  34 Oacton (Groyne 41)
O  3S laywicfc 
O  36 BrightfagKa 
O  37 West Mertca

Grimsby
Liverpool

Bangor

Midlands
Region

Norwich

Anglian
Region

Aberystwyth

34 Environm ent 
Agency 
WalesFishguard

Thames Region
A  I Cotsw«*k Water Park uke 
©  2 Shoebury Eatt 
0  3 Shoebtrryness"
O  4 Southend Thorpe Bay 
©  S Southend Three Shefls*
O  6 Southend W u ltfff Bay 
A  7 Hampstead Heath OarSes Pond) 
A  8 Hampitrad Heath (Mens Pond) 
A  9 Hampstead HeatJi (Mixed Pond) 
A  lOThe S«pene*ne - Hyde Park 
A  lirrensham Great Pond

Thames
Region

South West Region
O  1 Ocvtdon Beach 
O  2 Wetton-i-Mare Sand 8ay 
O  3 Weston Main 
0  4 Weston-^Mare U p »  SSpway 
O  5 Bfean
O  6 ftenow North of Unity farm 
O  7 Bumham Jetty 
© 8  Blue Anchor Wevt 
O  9 Duhjier North W ot 
O  10 Mmehead Terminus 
© 11 Pork>ckWe»f 
O  12 l.ynmoOth 
0 1 3  Combe Martin 
O  14 WwcombeKete 
O  IS  tttracombe Capstone (Wtdersmouih) 
©  16 Ilfracombe Tunnels Beach 
©  17 Sanxa-Te Bay, V/bo»acofJibe 
©  18 Wboiacombe WSage 
O  19 Woolacombc Puttbamugh 
O  20 Cruyde Bay 
0  21 Saunton Sand>
9  22 instow 
O  23 Westward Hoi 
©  24 Hartfctnd Qo»y 
©  25 Bude Sandy Ktouth 
O  26 Bode CrookJets 
© 2 7  Bude Sommerleiue 
©  28 Wktemouth Sand 
© »  Pobe^th 
O  30 Oaymtr Bay 
O  3' Rock 
O  32 Trevone Bay 
0  33 Hartyn Bay 
O  34 Mother Ivey's Bay 
©  35 Constantine Boy 
©  36 Trcyarnon Bay 
©  37 Porthcothan 
©  38 M a«gan Porth 
©  39 Wateigate 
O  40 forth 
© 4 1  Lusty Glue 
©  42 ToJcame 
©  43 Great VAsstem 
0  44 To»van 
© 4 5  ftstral 
©  46 Cramock 
©  4.7 Holywell Bay 
©  48 Perranpooh Penhate Sands 
O  49 Perranporth Village End 
©  50 Trevaunance Cove 
O  S1 Porthtowan 
O  52 Portrcath 
O  53 The Tcrwans (Codrpvy)
©  54 The Tcwans (Hayfc)
O  55 Carbis Bay Porth Kidney Sands 
O  S6 Carbis Bay Station Beach 
O  57 Porthmmster 
O  58 Porth Gwiddc-n 
O  59 Porthrrcor 
O  60 Seorwn 
O  61 Porthcumo 
© 6 2  Mounts Bay VrTierry Town 
0  63 Mounts Bay Penance 
©  64 Mounts Bay He*port 
©  65 Mounts Bay Little Hokjin 
©  66 Pe ttiti Sands 
© 6 7  Pr*a Sands West 
O  68 Praa San* tan 
O  69 Porthleven West 
O  70 Curtwafloc Co-v 
O  71 Poldhu Cove 
©  72 Pollufian Cove 
©  /3 Kennack Sands 
O  74 Coverack 
©  7$ Port h o i stock 
O  76 Port ha Row 
©  77 M w n Porth

Southend-on-sea
1 M i------- r7 2  Cardiff

ReadingBristol

RamsgateSouth
West

Region
Southern

Region
Southern Region
©  I Sheemess 
©  2  leysdown 
©  3 W»st Beach 
O  4 Heme Bay Central 
O  5 Heme Bay 
©  6 Mvmh Bay 
©  7 Westgate Bay 
©  8 St Mildred's Bay 
O  9 Westbrook Bay 
•  10 Margate The Bay 
9  11 Margate FuHam Rock 
©  12 Walpole Bay 
©  13 Botany Bay 
O  14 |oss8ay 
©  15 Stone Bay 
©  16 BroadsLnrs 
O  17 Ramsgate Main Sands 
O  18 Ranuqate 
©  19 Sandwfch Bay 
©  20 Deal Castle 
Q  21 St Margaret's Bay 
©  22 Folkestone 
O  23 Sandgate 
©  24 Hythe 
©  25 Dymchurch 
©  26 St Mary's Bay 
©  27 littlestone 
O  28 Camber 
©  29 Winchelsea 
©  30 Hastings 
©  31 St Leonards 
0  32 Sexh*
©  33 Norman's Bay 
©  34 Pcvemey Bay 
©  35 Eastbourne 
©  36 BlrtmgGap 
©  37 Seaford 
©  3B Newhaven 
©  39 Saltdean 
©  40 Brighton 
©  41 Move 
©  42 Soothwick 
©  43 South Lancing 
©  44 Worthing 
©  45 Uttfehampton 
©  46 Mickfleton-on-wa 
©  47 felpham

§48 Bognor «eg<i Ea«
49 Bognor Regis 

©  SO Pagham 
©  51 Seiscy 
©  52 Bracklesham Bay 
©  53 West W^ttenng 
©  54 West vt Eastoke 
©  S5 West Beachlands 
©  56 W ot Hayfasg 
©  S7 Eastrvey 
O  58 Southsea 
©  59 Stokes Bay 
©  60 tw-on-Solent 
©  61 Hillhead 
©  62 Calshot 
©  63 Lepe 
©  64 NMford-on-sea 
©  65 Christchurch Bay 
©  66 Highcttfe 
©  67 Compton Bay 
©  66 Totl^nd Bay 
©  69 Colwell Bay 
©  70 Gurnard 
©  71 Cowes 
©  72 ftyde 
©  73 Seagrove 
©  74 St Hriens 
©  75 Bembfidge 
O  76 Whitec*ffe Bay 
O  77 Sandown 
©  78 Shanklin 
©  79 Wntnor

Minehead

Hasting:
mpton

orqtfay
r u r o j

© 7 8  Sw*npool 
© 7 9  Gyfyngwase 
©  SO Porthcumick
©81 Prrxkrrtpr
0 8 2  PwthJuoey 
O  83 Corrm  Hirven (Vault)
G  84 Gorran Hav«n Uttfe Perhaver
O  85 Port Mellon
O  86 PotslrWth
© B 7  Pentewan
© 8 8  Porthpe«i
© 8 9  Duporth
© 9 0  Chariesiown
© 9 1  Crinnis Leisure Centre
© 9 2  Crinnis Golf links
© 9 3  Par

©  94 Po&erru 
O  95 Readymwvey 
O  96 East Looe 
O  97 Mrtlendreath 
O  98 Settflh (Cornwall)
©  99 Downderry
©  100 PortMrinkie 
O  101 Cawsand 
©  102 Kingsand 
O  iO i Plymouth Hoe West 
9  104 Plymouth Hoe East 
©  10S Bosuand 
©  106 Wembury 
0  107 Mothecombe 
© 1 0 8  Challaborough 
©  109 Bkjburyco-Sos North

©  110 Bibury-on-Sca South 
©  111 Bat turn 
© 1 1 2  Thurlescone North 
©  113 Thuriestcne South 
O  114 Hope Cove 
O  115 Sakombe South Sands 
O  116 Sakombe North Sanch 
©  117 MiBBay
G  115 Slapton Sands Tcycross jV 
©  119 Slapton Sands Monument 
©  120 Blackpool Sands 
•  121 Oartnx>uth Castfe and Sugary C cw  
©  122 St.Mar/sBay 
©  123 Shoatstone 
O  124 Broad&ands 
O  12$ Goodflngton

O  U 6 Paignton Paignton Sands 
©  127 Paignton Preston Sands 
O  128 Mbtfcomt*
©  129 Torre Abbey 
©  130 Beacon Cove 
©  131 Meadioot 
•  132 ftcdgate 
©  133 Babbacombe 
© 1 3 4  Oddicombe 
© 1 3 5  Watcombe 
©  136 Maidencombe 
©  137 Ness Cove 
O  138 Shaldon 
©  139 Teignmouth Town 
©  140 Teignmouth Wycombe 
©141 Dawlish Cotyton Cove

O  142 Dawlish Town 
O  143 Dawlish Warren 
©  144 Exmouth 
©  145 Sandy Bay 
©  146 Bucflrigh SaHerton 
©  147 Ladram Bay 
©  148 Sidmouth Jacobs Ladder 
©  149 Sidmouth Town 
©  ISO 8eer 
©  1S1 Seaton (Devon)
©  152 Lyme Regis Cobb 
O  153 Lyrne Regis Church Beach 
©  154 Charmouth West 
O  155 Seatown 
O  156 fypemouth 
©  157 Wwt Bay (West)

ttwc ©  174 Poote Harbour Uke 
Portland Haibour Sandsfoot CastV? ©  175 Poote Sandbanks Car Park
Portland Harbour Cattle Cove 9  176 Poole Harbour Sandbanks
Weymouth Central ©  177 Pooh* Shore Road Sandbanks
Weymouth Lodmoor ©  178 Branksome Chine
Church Ope Cove O  179 Bournemouth Alum Chine
Bowilpa/* Cove ©  180 Bournemouth Durley Owie
RingsteadBay ©  181 Bcwvemooth Piet
Durdle Door West ©  182 Bournemouth 8oscombe Pier
Dvrdle Door East ©  >83 Bournemouth Fisherman's Wafli
LutvNWth Cove 0  184 Bournemouth Southboume
Kimmendge Bay ©  185 Bournemouth Hengutbury East
Swanage Central ©  186 Christchurch Mudefoed Sandaank East
Studtand Knoll House ©  187 Christchurch Avon Beach
Shtfl Bay North ©  IB8 Christchwnrh friars OK
Poote Harbour Rociley Sandts ©  189 Chmtchurth Highc«fe Castle

W eb site navigation routes
General In fo rm a tio n : >Ask a question
H o m e  p a g e  >Rathing Water Directive 
>Yogr environm ent

>Wh,*t\ in yoor backyard M a p  of England an d W ales
('see also' list o n  right) H o m e  pa ge

>Tell m e m ore (Ico n ) >Your environm ent
^Bathing Water Directive (ic o n ) >W hat‘s in yo tir backyard

{'see aho Ust o n  right)
Local In fo rm a tio n : >Maps (Icon)
H o m e  pa ge >Se!ect 'Bathing W ater' tick box
>Your environm ent o n  right colum n Then click o n
>W hal'» in youi backyard 200m  tool and d ick  o n  area of

For more information on water quality 

at your local beach go to our internet site 

www.environment-aqency.qov.uk

Environment
Agency

Scrven grab at local wrfonnanon pay
('see also' list o n  fight) m ap required

http://www.environment-aqency.qov.uk


Bathing Water Quality in England 
and Wales in 1998

N o rth  East Region
•  1 Spfttal
•  2  B am b urg h  Cattle
•  3 Sm Ko o k i  North
■  4  Bcednell
• 5 l « w  H tw lon
■  6  A inm o uth
•  7 W  ark w orth
• 8 Amblr Unkl 
* 9  O rurldge  Bay
•  tO  N c w b ig gln  N o rth
•  11 New biggin  South
•  12  M y th  South Beach
•  »  Seaton U u h e  
0  14 W h itle y  Kay
•  15 Tyn e m o u th  Cultercoats
• 16 Tyn em o uth  lo n g  Sand* N o rth
•  17 Tyn em o uth  Lo ng  Sands South 
«  IS  T yn e m o u th  K in g  H w w t t  Bay
■  19 Soot* Shield*
•  20 Marsdcn
* 2 1  W h itb u rn  N o rth
•  22  Boker/ W M lb u m  South
■  U  So aham  Beach
■  24 Se«h om  R em and Hom e 
* 2 5  Crisndon
•  26  !Sm «m i  C a raw  N o rth
•  27  Seaton C anew Centre
• 28  Seaton C u m  N o rth  C m

• 29 Redcar Coatham
•  JO Redear Lifeboat Station
• 31 Redear Granville
•  12 Redear itra y
«  33 Sea at M a n k e  Sands 
I I  34 Saltburn
■  35 S ta « »»« »
«  16 R u n iw U k  Bay
•  37 Sands end 

38 W h itb y
•  59 Robin H o o d . Say
• 4 0  Scarborough N o rth  Bay
•  41 Scarborough S outh 8ay
•  4 2  Cay to e  Bay
•  41 ffley

4 4  Reighton
•  4 5  Flam borough N o rth  la n d in g
• 4 6  Ftam borough S outh Landing
•  47 SridHngUm North Beach
•  4 8  B rid lin gto n  South Beach
•  49 W lb th o rp e
•  SO Frabthorpe
•  S I la ris  Dyke
• 52  Barm ston
•  53  Skipsea
• 54 Hornsea
•  55 T u n  it  ail
S 56  W H hernsra

N orth  W e st R eg io n
•  1 Skln b um e tt
•  2  Sllloth
•  3 AHonby
•  4 A  lion b y  South
•  5 St Beei
•  6  W inderm ere. FeWfool*
•  7 W inderm ere. M M erg ro u nd  Landing'
•  B W lnd<rm er<  Lakeside VMCA*
•  9  Scascale
•  10 SMecroft
■  11 Haverigg
■  12 Askam In  Furness
■  13 Roan Head
■  14 W ebtey W a tt Shore
•  15 W ainey Sandy Cap
•  16 W alncy B iggar Bank
■  17 N ew biggln
■  IB  A ld ingh a m
■  19 Bardsea
•  20 Morecam be North
■  21 M orecam be South
•  22 Heysham  H alf M oon Bay
•  23 Fleetwood
•  24 Cleveley*
•  25 Blspham
■  26 Blackpool North
■  27 Blackpool Central
■  28 Blackpool South
■  29 St Anne* North
■  30 St Annes
•  31 Southport
•  32 Ainsdale
•  33 Form by
•  34 New  B righton
•  35 M oreton
•  36 M eoli
• 37 W est Klrhy

<̂ > Bathing w aters which met the guideline 
coliform and faecal streptococci standards 
are indicated by a blue diamond.

@  Those which met the m andatory coliform  
standards are indicated by a green circle.

Q  Those which did not meet the m andatory 
coliform  standards are indicated by a 
red square.

ZA Those where the Beach has been closed for:
a year are indicated by a white triangle.

^  New beaches for the 1998 bathing season 
are indicated by an asterisk In the text boxes

Newcastle 
upon Tyn e

W o rk in g to n

M iddlesbrough

K endal

E n viro n m e n t A g e n c y  W ales
•  1 P rw ta tyn
•  2  Rhyl
•  3 Xm m el Bay (Sandy Cove)
•  4 Colw yn Bay
•  5 Llandudno N o rth  Shore
•  6  Llandudno W o t  Shore
•  7 Penm aenm aw r
• 8 lla n d d o n a
•  9  SenHech
•  10 Cent act*

11 P orth Dafarch*
12 T re a rd d u rB a y
13 Rhotneigr

A n g l i a n  R e g i o n
•  1 Cleethorpe*
•  2 M abiethorpe T o w n  

3 Sutton-on Sea
• 4  M oggs Eye 
e 5 Anderby

6  Chapel St Leonard
•  7 In gold m cili South
• 8 Skegness
•  9  Heacham
•  10 Hunstanton M a in  Beach
• 11 H unstanton  Beach

12 W ellt
13 Sheringham  

e  14 Crom er
• 15 Mundesley 
e 16 H em tby
•  17 Calster Point
e  18 G reat Ya rm outh  North
•  19 C f M l  Y a rm o u th  Pier
•  20 C r«a t  Y a rm o u th  South
•  2 1 Goriest on Beach
•  22 Low eston  H orth
•  23 Victoria  Beach’
•  24 Lowestoft South

2$ S outhw old T h e  Denes
• 26 Felixstowe North
• 27 Felixstowe South
• 28 Oovercourt
•  29 W alton
•  30 Frlnton
•  31 HoHend
•  32 Clacton
•  33 Clacton (G ro yn e  4 1 )
•  34 laywkfc

35 BrightMngsea
•  36 W est Mersea

Grimsby
M orfa  DlnHe
A h o rv x h
PwMheli
Criccieth
M orta  Bychan
Harlech
U a n da nw g
O yttryn  (L lan e nd w yn)
Ta l-y  Boot
Barm outh
Falrboum e
Tyw yn
Aberdyfl
B orth
Clarach South*
A b erystw yth  N o rth
A b erystw yth  South
T ra e th  C w y n  New  Quay
New quay Harbour*
Llangrannog
TreM dth
A b erp orth
P o p p )t  Sands
N e w po rt
W h lte iands
Caerfal
Newgale ,
Broadhaven
Marloes
Broadhaven South 
M anorbier 
Lydstep 
Te n b y  South 
Ten by North

N orw ich

Solihull

T h a m e s  R eg ion
•  1 C o tiw olds W a te r Park Lake*
•  2 Shoe b ury la st
•  3 Southend T h o rp e  Bay
•  4  Southend W estcHff Bay
•  5 Ham pstead Heath (Ladles P ond)'
• 6 Ham pstead Heath (M ens Pond)*
•  7 Ham pstead Heath (M ixed P o n d )1
•  8 Th e  Serpentine H yde Park*
« 9 Frensham  C re e l Pond*

Bracelet Bay 
Swansea Bay 
Aberafan
Rest Bay Porthcaw l 
Sandy Bay Porthcaw l 
Trecco Bay Porthcaw l 
Sou th cm d ow n  
Cold Knap Barry 
W h itm o re  Bay Barry 
(acktons Bay Barry

R eading

B risto l
S o u th e rn  R eg io n
e 1 Sheem ets
• 2 Ic y  id  ow n
• 3 W est Beach 
e 4 H em e Bay
• S Mlr.nl i  Bay
e 6 W estgate Bay
•  7 St M ildred  I Bay
•  8 W estbrook Bay
•  9  M argate Th e  Bay
e 10 M argate  Fulsem Rock
•  11 W alpole  Bay
• 12 Botany Bay
•  13 loss Bay
e 14 Stone Bay
•  15 Broadstairs
e 16 Ram sgate M ain  Sands
•  17 Ramsgate
•  18 Sandwich Bay 
- 19 Deal Castle

• 20 St M argaret s Boy 
■  21 Folkestone
•  22 Sandgale
• 23 Wythe
•  24 Dym church
•  25 SI M a ry » Bay
•  26 Llttlestone
•  27 Cam ber
•  28 Winchelsea
•  29 Hastings
•  10 St Leonards
•  31 Bexhlll
• 32 N orm an s Bay
•  31 Pcvensey Bay
• 34 Eastbourne

R am sg ate

11 M inehead

H asting:4 1 42 B rig h to n  

*

S o u th  W e s t R eg io n
•  1 Clevedon Beach
•  2  W eston  v  M ere Sand Bay
•  3 W eston  M ain .
•  4  W eston t  M are Uph ill Slipway
■  S Brean
•  6  B errow  N o rth  o f U id ty  Farm
■  7 B urn h am  Jetty
■  B  Blue A n ch o r W est
•  9  O un stcr N o rth  W est
■  10 M inehead Te rm in u i
•  11 Poriock W eir
•  12 Lynm outh
•  13 Com be M a rtin
•  14 Hfracom be Heie
•  IS  Ilfracom be Capstone (W H d ersm o uth )

16 Ilfracom be Tunnels Beach
17 W ooiacom he Village

•  I B  W ooKacom be Puts b orough
•  19 Croyde Bay
■  2 0  Saunton Sands
■  21 In  stow
■  2 2  W estw ard  Hoi
■  2 3  Hart la n d  Quay
• 24 Bode Sandy M o uth
•  25 Bode C roo k le U
•  26 Bude Sum m erleate
• 27 W ld e m o u th  Sand
• 28  P olrcath  

29 O a ym er Bay
•  30 Rock

31 T  rev one Bay
■  32 H a rlyn S a y
■  33 M o th er Ivey's Bay
• 34 Constantine Bay
• 35 Tre ya ro o n  Bay
•  36 Porthcothan
• 37 M a w ga n  Porth
• 38 W atergate
•  3 9  Porth
• 40  L a ity  Claxe 

41 T o k a m e
• 42  Great W estern
•  43  T o w  an

97 9 8  9 9  102 1 0 J  Tofq|

« * $ - A 106l07»os

Southwick
South la n cin g
W o rth in g
Littleham pton
M iddleton-on-sea
Fetpham
Bognor Regis
Pagham
Seltay
Brack lesham Bay 
W est W itte rin g  
W est of Eastoke 
W est Beachlands* 
W est Hayllng 
iastney 
Southsea 
Stokes Bay 
Lee o n  Solent

Gorra n  Haven (V a u lt)
Gorra n  Haven Little  Perhaver

Calshot
le p e
Mttf vrd-on-sea
Christchurch Bay
Higheiiffc
Com pton  Bay
To lla n d  Bay
Colw ell Bay
C u rn a rd
Cowes
Rydc
Seagrove
St Helens
Bem hridge
W h ite d lffc  Bay
Sandown
Shanklln
Ventnor

Seaton (D evo n)
Lym e RegH Cobb
Lym e Regis Church Beach
C h a rm ooth  W est
Saatown
typ em o uth
W est Bay (W e tt )
Portland  H arb ou r Saodsfoot Castle 
Portla nd  H arb ou r Castle Cove 
W e y m o u th  Central

Porthpean 
Du porth  
Charlestow n 
Crinnis Leisure Centre 
Crinnis Golf U n h t 
Par
Polherris 
Ready m oney 
East Loae 
Mtllendreath 
Seaton (C o rn w a ll)

W atcom be 
Maidencom be 
Ness Cove 
Sheldon
Te ig n m o u th  To w n  
Te ig n m o u th  Holcom be 
DawHsh Cory to n  Cove 
Dawtlsh To w n  
DawHsb W arren  
Exm outh 
Sandy Bay

Portreath
Th e  T o w  an» (G o dre vy)
Th e  To w a tu  (H a yle )
CariXt Bay P o rth  Kidney Sands 
Carhl* Bay Station Beach 
Porthm inster

B ourn e m outh  8oseom be Pier 
B ourn e m outh  Fisherm an's W alk 
B ourn e m outh  H en gistbu ry la st 
Christchurch M u d e fo rd  Sandbank East 
Christchurch A von Beach 
Christchurch friar's  Cliff 
Christchurch Highcilffe  Castle
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1. Introduction

1.1 Th e  role o f the  Environm ent Agency

Th e  Agency is required to sample and analyse bathing waters in 

accordance with the requirements of the the EC 8athing Water 

Directive (76/160/EEC). W e report the results annually to the 

Department of the Environment, Transport and the Regions (DETR) 

and the National Assembly for Wales (N A W ). The DETR uses these 

data to assess compliance of individual bathing waters, and it 

transmits the results annually to the European Commission.

The  Agency also has statutory duties and powers under the Water 

Resources Act 1991 to regulate discharges to controlled waters 

with respect to relevant water quality objectives. For bathing 

waters, water quality objectives were set out in the Bathing Water 

(Classification) Regulations 1991 (SI 91/1597), which came into 

force in August 1991 (DoE, 1991).

Th e  results of the 2000 bathing water quality survey in England 

and details of compliance on individual bathing waters are shown 

on the Agency's website at http://www.environment-agency.gov.uk. 

Sample results for each bathing water will be updated over the 

course of the 2001 bathing season. The  A gency compiles data 

from the annual sampling program m e and the Environmental 

Strategy Directorate prepares the reports as part of its role in 

assessing the state of the environment and the pressures placed on it.

1.2 Identified bathing waters for the 2000 season

In 2000 there were 471 coastal bathing waters identified in England 

and Wales for the purposes of the Directive, ten more than the 

1999 bathing season. A  single bathing water was de-des»gnated at 

Alnmouth, in the Agency's North East Region on safety grounds.

The new identified coastal bathing waters are indicated on the map 

of England and Wales. During the 2000 season, nine inland bathing 

waters were monitored in England and Wales.

2. The 2000 EC Identified Bathing 
Water Quality Survey
2.1 Sam pling and analysis

Th e  bathing season in England and Wales runs from 15 M ay to 30 

September and sampling begins tw o weeks before I he start of the 

season. W e take samples at predetermined points off the beach of 

the identified bathing water where the daily average density of 

bathers is at its highest- Samples are normally taken at water 

depth of one metre and 30cm below the water surface.

The results of the analyses of samples taken in the 2000 bathing 

season have been supplied to DETR for publication in the 2000 

DETR Report to Parliament. At least 20 samples were taken for 

coliform and faecal streptococci analysis at each bathing water 

(except for Redgate Beach and Dartm outh Castle & Sugary Cove in 

South West Region • see below ). At least two samples are analysed 

for enteroviruses at those bathing waters that failed the mandatory 

coliform standards during the 1999 season o r that failed the 

coliform standards in 2000. W e confirm all coliform counts using 

the methods set out in the Manual of Standard Methods for 

Microbiological Analysis (N R A 1992b).

2.2 Survey results: com pliance w ith  Directive

The m andato ry coliform standards given in the Directive that are 

generally used to assess com pliance require there to be no m ore than  

1 0 ,0 0 0  total coliforms p e r 1 0 0 m l a n d  no m ore than 2 ,0 0 0  faecal 

coliforms per 100m l. For a bathing water to comply, 95 per cent of 

samples taken m ust meet these standards.

The m ore stringent guideline coliform a n d  faecal streptococci 

standards given in  the Directive are os fofknvs: 8 0  p e r cent of samples 

m ust not contain m ore than S 0 0  tota l coliforms o r 100 faecal 

coliforms per 10 0 m l a n d  9 0  per cent o f samples m u st n o t contain  

m ore than 10 0  faecal streptococci p e r 100m l.

D uring the 2000 bathing season, w e examined 471 coastal 

bathing waters in England and Wales. Th e  num ber of bathing 

waters com plying with the Directive, as determined by the DETR 

on the basis of the coliform parameters, was 449, or 95.3 per 

cent. This is an increase of 3.8 per cent com pared with the results 

of the 1999 survey. Tw o  designated waters in South West Region, 

Redgate Beach and Dartm outh Castle & Sugary Cove, were closed 

for the season for safety reasons and no sampling could take 

place. These bathing waters have not been included in the 

assessment. All but tw o of the nine inland bathing waters 

complied with the coliform parameters, giving a compliance rate 

of 77.8 per cent.

Table 1 gives details of the numbers and percentages of coastal 

bathing waters com plying w ith the mandatory standards of the 

Directive in 2000 b y  Agency region. The  changes in the num ber 

of bathing waters complying between 1999 and 2000 are also given. 

The num ber of coastal bathing waters during the 2000 season 

com plying with the m ore stringent guideline standards in the 

Directive was 211. or 44.8 per cent. This represents an increase 

of 3.7 per cent com pared w ith  the results of the 1999 survey.

Table 2 gives details of the numbers and percentages of coastal 

bathing waters com plying w ith the guideline standards of the 

Directive in 2000 by Agency region. Th e  changes in the num ber 

of bathing waters complying between 1999 and 2000 are also given.
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2.2.1 A b no rm al w eather w aiver

Article 5.2 of the Directive states that deviations from imperative 

and guideline standards shall not be taken into consideration in 

compliance calculations when they are the result of floods, other 

natural disasters o r abnormal weather conditions.

There is no official definition of w hat constitutes abnormal weather, 

but the DETR has advised that generally a one-in-five-year storm 

event can be regarded as exceptional weather, that is a storm 

which is statistically likely to occur only once in every five years.

The am ount of rainfall that equates to a one-m-five-year event 

depends on the prevailing weather in a specific location. In 2000. 

the Environment Agency applied 23 abnormal weather waivers 

following exceptionally heavy rainfall. Sixteen of these waivers 

concerned exceeding mandatory coliform (Cleethorpes, 

Mablethorpe Tow n, Crim don, Roker/Whitbum South, Seaham 

Beach, Seaham Hall Beach (Remand Hom e), W hitburn North, 

Am ble Links, Beadnell, Fleetwood, Southport, St Annes North, St 

Annes, Eastney, Croyde, Pol/eath), and seven concerned 

exceeding guideline bacterial (Frinton, Holland-on-Sea, Walton,

Sutton-on-Sea, West Beachlands, West of Eastoke, West Hayling). 

Consequently these sample results were excluded from  compliance 

assessment. The Agency also recom mended that three abnormal 

weather waiver applications for exceeding mandatory standards 

be rejected. O f the 16 imperative sample waivers, six waters passed 

the imperative standards of the Directive as a result of these waivers 

(Cleethorpes, Mablethorpe, Seaham Beach, Seaham Beach 

(Remand Hom e), Croyde, Polzeath). O f the seven accepted sample 

waivers, three waters passed the guideline standards of the Directive 

as a result of these waivers (Frinton, Holland-on-Sea, Suttoo-on-Sea).

2.3 W ater quality trends

During the 2000 bathing season, 18 previously compliant bathing 

waters became non-compliant for the first time in several seasons.

It has always been the case that a num ber of bathing waters pass 

the Directives mandatory coliform standards in one year and fall 

the next (o r vice versa). This is due to the inherent vanability of 

the data collected over the bathing season and the w ay in which 

compliance is assessed as a "pass/fail" on the basis of 20 samples. 

Th e  laws of chance can therefore play a significant part in 

determining the overall compliance level, as can weather 

conditions that affect bacterial die-off.

Th e  variability in compliance is demonstrated b y  examining the 

num ber of bathing waters failing to meet the Directive standards in 

three, tw o, one or none of the previous three seasons. Figure 1 

illustrates this for each three-year period since 1988.

It can be seen that a certain percentage of bathing waters (15.9  

per cent for the period 1998 - 2000) switch between compliance 

and non-compliance. It is difficult to determine whether the real 

cause of this is due to volatility of the compliance assessment 

methods used in the Directive, or to a real change in water quality). 

However, the figures indicate that this group of bathing waters has 

decreased in recent years.

Figure 1 also illustrates that the trend of increased consistency of 

compliance continues. The percentage of bathing waters complying 

each year from 1998 - 2000 now  stands at 83 per cent and has risen 

markedly from the 57 per cent attained during 1988 - 1990. The 

percentage of bathing waters consistently failing has also been reduced 

to 1.3 per cent from 13 per ce n t This indicates that the trend is 

for individual bathing waters to become more consistently com pliant 

Figure 1

http://www.environment-agency.gov.uk
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ENV IRON M ENT AGENCY HEAD OFFICE
Rio House, Waterside Drive, Aztec W est, A lm ondsbury, 
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Tel: 0 1 4 5 4  624 4 0 0  Fax: 0 1 4 5 4  6 2 4  409
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The Agency will continue to investigate possible sources of 

contamination at all non-compliant bathing waters with a view to 

controlling them where statutory powers allow. Actions will focus 

on the need to:

• deliver compliance w ith standards according to agreed timescales 

for outstanding improvement schemes;

• examine options for upgrading coastal sewerage systems where 

com bined sewer overflows (C S O s) continue to cause problems;

• target additional investment to achieve guideline standards 

where this can be justified through an analysis of costs and 

benefits;

■ continue to assess what can be done to prevent pollution from 

diffuse sources that results in failure to meet the standards;

• instigate research programmes to address long-term  water- 

quality problems

HEAD OFFICE

Rio House. Waterside Drive. 
Aztec West. Almondsbury. 

Bnstoi BS3? 4UD

NATIONAL LIBRARY & 
INFORMATION SERVICE

E N V IR O N M E N T  A G E N C Y  R E G IO N A L  O F F IC E S

ANGLIAN 
Kingfisher House 

G o ld h a y  W a y  

O rto n  G o ld h a y  
P e te rb o ro u g h  PE2 5ZR 

Tel: 0 1 7 3 3  371 811 
Fax: 0 1 7 3 3  231 8 4 0

MIDLANDS 
S apph ire  East 
5 5 0  Streetsbrook Road 

Solihull B91 1 Q T  
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N O R T H  LAST 
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W o rth in g
W est Sussex B N  11 1 LD  
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Fax: 0 1 9 0 3  821 8 3 2

S O U T H W E S T  
M a n le y  H ouse 
Kestrel W a y  
Exeter EX 2  7 L Q  

Tel: 0 1 3 9 2  4 4 4  0 0 0  
Fax: 01 392 4 4 4  2 3 8

THAMES
Kings M e a d o w  House 

Kings M e a d o w  Road 
R eading RG1 8 D Q  

Tel: 0 1 1 8  9 5 3  5 0 0 0  
Fax: 0 1 1 8  9 5 0  0 3 8 8
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Rivers House/Plas-yr-Afon 
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Tel: 0 2 9  2 0 7 7  0 0 8 8  
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For more information on the water quality at your local 
beach go to our internet site: www.environment-agency.gov.uk 
and follow "What's in your backyard."
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North East Region
B »  Spinal
< ^ 2  lamfcufgh Castto
<^3 5<s»booses North
0 4  Beadmfl

5 lo w  Newton
© 6  W**wort*i
O ?  AmbSeUnks
©8 Onfltyp? Bay
& 9  Newbiggin North
0 1 0  Newbiggln South
© 11 8Mi> South Beach
0 t 2 Seatw Statce
© 1 3  WhSfcySay
© I d  tyrtenvsuth Cllfercoots
Q l 5  Tynemouth longSarofrNorth
© 1 6  Tynemouth Long S a/tds South
©  17 fynem&dth King Edwards Bay
© 1 8  South ShMikfs
S319 M^rsden
© 2 0  VrtiWjum North
© 2 1  ftokc-/ VVwtllfffi Sooth
© 2 2  Seaharn teach
© 2 3  Swh*n Har? &edCT> (Rci'WrJ H(Xr>r)
© 2 4  CrtOKjOO
©  25 Seaton Carr* North
.©.2ft,.SeB0rt.C*»* Cc"Jrc

North West Region
•  1 Sfanbumess
•  2 SJSoth
•  3 Aflonby
•  4 Ajlonby South
•  S St B<t i

■ 6 VWndermere, FeWoo<
•  7 IMndcrmcre. MiK-'ground l sorting
■  8 W SrxJenwt Lakeside YMCA
•  9 Seascak)
•  10 Sfecruft 
©  11 Haverigg
© 1 2  Askjcn in Fum oi 
© 1 3  Roan Head 
©  14 Walney West S)xxf
•  15 Wtfney Sandy Cap
•  16 Walney 8 . » » r  Bank
■  l7  Newbiggm
•  18 AJdingham
■  19 Bardsea

LEGEND
^  Bathing waters which meet the guideline coliform 

and faecal streptococci standards are indicated by 
a blue diamond.

^  Those which met the m andatory coliform  standards 
are indicated by a green circle.

Q Those which did not meet the m andatory coliform 
standards are indicated by a red square.

^  Those where the bathing w ater has been closed for 
a year due to  health and safety reasons (eg.unstable 
cliffs) are Indicated by a black circle, 

f  New bathing waters for the 2000 bathing season are 
indicated by an asterisk in the text boxes.

•  20 More<arr.*x> North
■  21 Morecambe South
■ 22 Heysham Halt Moon Bay
•  23 Fleetwood
•  24 Oeveteys
■  25 Bispham
•  26 Blackpool Noith
• 27 Blackpool Central
•  28 Blackpool South
■  29 St Annes North
•  30 St Anoes
•  31 Southport
•  32 Ajrud4e
•  33 Formby
•  34 New Brighton
•  3S Moreton
•  36 Meob
•  37 West Kirby

Berwick-
upon-Tv

Environment Agency Wales
©  1 PrestaJyn 
© 2  RUyt
©  i  Kirxnel Bay (Sandy Cove)
•  4 CoJwyn Bay
©  S Llandudno North Shore 
&  6 UandtxJno West Shore 
<£ 7 Penmaenmawr 
©  8 Ltanddona 
© 9  Borffech 
©  10 Cemaes 
©  11 Porth Dafarch 
©  12 Trwddsjr Bay 
^  1 3 Shovirtgr 
©  14 AberKraw*
©  15 Uatiddwyn
•  16 Morla Dh<Ue 
© 1 7  Abersoch 
© I S  Pvrtew*
©  19 Cnccieth 
© 2 0  Morfa8ychan
•  21 Hartech
B  22 Uandanwg
© 2 3  Ctyffryn (LUncndwyn)
© 2 4  TaJ-y-Bont
•  25 Barmouth 
©  26 Fairboume 
©  27 Tywyn 
© 2 6  AbenJyfi 
© 2 9  Sorth
©  30 CtoMjctt South 
©  31 Aberystwyth North 
©  32 Aberystwyth South 
9  33 Iraeth Gwyn New Quay 
©  34 Newquay Harbour 
© 3 5  U&ngrannog 
©  36 Iresatth 
© 3 7  Aberporth 
©  38 Popprt Sands 
©  39 Newport 
© 4 0  Whitesancb 
© 4 1  Caerta*
& 4 2  Newgale 
© 4 3  8roadhav«?o 
© 4 J  Martoei 
<^4S Da**
© 4 6  Wtst Angle*
•  47 8roadhavt*i South 
© 4 8  BaraJurvfic*
•  49 FreiltAjtrr East
•  50 Manorbier 
<>51 Lydstep 
© S 2  Tenby South 
© 5 3  Castle Beach. T-nby 
©  54 Tenby North
©  55 Sfuocfefttoot 
©  56 Coppet Has*
©  57 Amroth 
©  S8 Peodtrte 
© 5 9  Pembrey
•  6 0  R fO S S -i.

^ 6 1  Port tyTton Bay 
© 6 2  OxwXh Bay 
© 6 3  Caswell Say 
© 6 4  Langland 6av 
© 6 5  Limeslade Bay 
© 6 6  8racefetBay 
©  67 Swansea Bay 
© 6 8  Aberifan 
© 6 9  R-it 8ay Portrtcawl 
©  70 Sandy 8ay Porthcawl 
<3 71 Trecco Bay Porthcawl 
©  72 Soutt'*rrxk7ivn 
©  73 CoW Knap 8arry 
©  74 W hJW we Bay Barry 
©  75 Jadeons Bay Bany

© 2 7  Seaton Ottew  North Gate 
© 2 8  Beocar ccatham 
©  i9  9xdcx U*ebs>ai Staton 
© J O  RodwrCranviHe 
© 31 R ^ a r  Stray
0 3 2  See at Marske Sands
0 3 3  Saltb'.-m 
□  34 StaiLhes 
03X Ssuomfck 8ay 
© 3 6  Sanctend 
© 3 7  WtnUPf
© } «  ftc^k) Hcrodi &»y 
0 3 9  Scartwfough North Bay 
© 4 0  Scarborough South Bay 
© 41 Gtyton Bay 
0 4 2  Rtey 
© 4 3  *«q iiteo
0-*4 Rambonxigh North landing
© 4 5  Ffamborowgh Sowb landing
©  46 Dyke, Flamixxcwgh
© 4 7  BiicUington North 8e^ch
© 48  BfkHingSoo South Beach
© 4 9  'AMjJhorpe
© SO Fraethtxpe
© S I  Earb Dyke
© S 2  BfcT>«ton
© S i  Saapsea
© S 4 Kw tiw o

©  55 TunjwU
©56 Wrtftumes

N orth
W est

Region

Workington

Middlesborough

Kendal
Scarborough

North
East

Region

Blackpool

Anglian Region
•  1 CleethOrpes
©  2 Mabtethorpe Town
•  3 SuSton-«o-Sea
•  4 Moggstye
•  5 AnciKtoy
@  6 Chapel St Leonard
•  1 ingoWmeSs South• 8 Skegneu 
©  9 Hfacham
•  10 Hunsianton Main B«ach
•  11 Hunstanton Be*h
•  12 Welh
<> 13 Sh«mghan>
A  14 Cromer
•  15 Mundelley 
O  >6 Hem»by
•  17 Caestet Point
©  18 Great Yarmouth North
•  19 Great Varmourh P»e<
©  20 Great Yarmouth South
•  21 Cortwson B «c h  
©  22 LCwrotolt North
•  21 Vktona Beach 
©  24 Lo»w3Iah South

: 25 S o u ttW d  The (Vi*
26 Souttm^kJ Thi? Dorxc

•  27 Fe*wtow« North
•  28 F tt e t w e  South
•  29 Do*t«ourt
•  30 W»»ton
•  31 Frinton 
©  32 Hottaod

S 33 Clacton
34 Clacton (Crovne 41)

•  35 jayvnck
•  36 Brtghtfingsea
•  37 West Meo*a

Grimsby
'i Liverpool

Bangor

Midlands
Region

Norwich

Anglian
Region

Aberystwyth

34 Environm ent 
Agency 
WalesFishguard

Tham es
Region

Thames Region
© 1  Cotxwofcfa Water Park take
•  2  Shc*butyE3»
•  3 Southend Thorpe Say
•  4 Southend Westcfifl 8*iy
•  5 Hampstead Meath (ladies Pond)
•  6 Hampstead Heath (Mens Pood)
•  7 Hampstead Heath (Mixed Pond) 
©  8 The Serpentine - Hyde Part
©  9 Frensham Great Pond

\ J  67 Swansea

- Southend-on-sea 
1  2 ,  4 5  6 ,-----------------7 2  Cardiff

ReadingBristolSouth West Region
©  1 Oevedon Beach 
©  2 Weston-i-Marc Sand Bay 
©  3 Wtelon Main 
©  4 Weyoo-s-Msre Uphill SSpwsy 
©  5 Brean
©  6 Berrow North of Unity Farm 
©  7 Burnham fetty 
©  8 Blue Anchor W ot
■  9 Dynster North West 
©  10 Mlnehead Terminus
•  U  Portocit W?ir 
B  12  Lyrwnomh
©  13 Combe Martin 
©  14 Wracorofce Hete
■  IS  Bfracombe Capstone C»VlWe«mouth) 
©  16 ■fracombe Tunneb 8each
©  t7 Bamcanc S»■/, Wodacombe
•  18 Wbotecombe Village
•  19 WooJacombe Putiborough
•  20 Croyde Bay
•  21 Saunton Sands
■  22 Irntow
•  23 Westward Hoi 
©  24 Hartland Quay
•  25 Bude SarKJy Moath
•  26 Bude Oooktets
©  27 Byde Summerleaze 
© 2 8  VWdemouth Sand
•  29 Pou-eath
•  30 Daymer Boy
•  31 Rock
•  32 Irevone 
© 3 3  HartynBay
©  34 Mother Ivey'i Bay
•  35 Constantine Bay
•  36 Tireyamon Bay
•  37 Porthco»an 
©  38 Mawgan Porth
•  39 Watergate 
©  40 Porth 
© 4 1  lusty GSaze 
© 4 2  lofcame 
© 4 3  GreatWe«em
© 4 4  Towan 
© 4 S  Hjtral
•  46 Crantock
©  47 Holywell Bay 
©  48 Perranporth Pen hale Sands
•  49 Perranporth VSHage tnd 
©  50 Trevaunanc* Cove
•  51 Porthtowan
•  52 Portreath
•  53 The Towans (Gcdn?vy)
©  54 The Towans (Hoyle)
©  55 Carbis Bay Porth Kidney Sands
•  56 Carbis Bay Station Beach
•  57 Porth minster 
© 5 8  PorthGvwdden 
© 5 9  PorthrtKW
©  60 Se^nen
© 6 1  Porthcumo
© 6 2  Mounts Bay Wherty Town
© 6 3  Mounts Bay Penzance 
©  64 Mounts Bay Hdtport
© 6 5  Mocints Bay LittJe HoJgw
•  66 Perran Sands
•  67 Praa Sands West 
© 6 8  Praa Sands East
•  69 PortWevenWest 
© 7 0  CunwaRo* C cm>
© 7 1  PotdhuCove 
©  72 Pollurian Cove
•  73 Kennacfc Sands
•  74 Coverack
•  75 Porthotmoc*
©  76 Port hallow 
© 7 7  Maen Porth

RamsgateSouth
W est

Region
Minehead

Southern
Region Southern Region

•  I She*m«s

82  leyvlown 
3 west Beach

•  4 Heme Bay Central
•  5 Heme Bay
•  6 Mtnnrt Bay
•  7 Westgate Bay
•  8 St Mildred s Bay
•  9 Westlxook 8ay
•  10 Margate Ihe Bay
•  11 Martjatr FuHam Rock
•  12 Watpole Bay
•  13 Botany Bay
•  14 Joss Bay
•  15 Stone Bay
•  16 Brojdstain
•  17 Ramsgate Main Sands
•  18 Ramsgate
•  19 Sandwich Bay
•  20 Deal Castle
©  21 St Margaret's 8ay
a  22 WVfstooe
©  23 Sandgale 
©  24 Hythe 
©  25 Dymfhurrh
•  26 St Mar/s Bay
•  27 Uttlcstone
•  28 Camber

: 29 Winchelsea 
30 Hastings

•  31 St Leonards
•  32 Br..hiS
•  33 Newman's Bay
•  34 Pevensey Bay
•  35 Eastbourne
•  36 8irltngC»p
•  37 Seaford
•  38 Newhaven
•  39 Saltxltan
•  40 Brighton
•  41 Hove
•  42 Soutlswtcfc
•  43 South lancing
•  44 Worthing
•  45 Uttlchampson
•  46 Middteton-on-sea
•  47 l-elpham
•  48 Bognor Rega Easl
•  49 Bognor Regis
•  SO Paqham
•  51 Seisey
•  5? BracMesham Bay
•  53 West WiUerng
•  54 West of Eastoke
•  55 W rit 8eachlands
•  56 west Hayfing
•  57 Fastnry 
©  58 Southsei
•  59 Stokes Bay 
©  60 Lee-on-Solent
•  61 Hitthead
•  62 Cabhot
•  63 tepe
•  64 Milhxd-on-sea
•  65 ChiisUhurth Bay

t
U  Highcl#c 
67 Compton Bay

•  68 rodand Bay
•  69 Cohvdt Bay
•  70 Gurnard
•  71 C o w  
■  72 Ryde

: 73 Seagrove 
74 St Helens

•  75 Bembndge
•  76 Whitecirffe Bay
•  77 Sandown
•  78 ShankNn
•  79 Ventnor

H a s t in g s .^
ithampton

©  94 Polkrrris
•  95 Readymoncy
•  96 East Looe
•  97 M0endreath
•  98 Seaton (Cornwall) 
© 9 9  DcAvnderry
©  100 Portwrinkje
■  lO t CM .vt»d
■  102 Kingsand
•  103 Plymouth Hoe West
•  104 Plymouth Hoc East
•  105 Bovisand 
© 1 0 6  Wembury
©  107 Mothecombe 
©  108 Challabofough
•  109 8igbucy-on-Sed North

©  78 Swanpool 
©  79 Gyltyngvus*
<^30 Porthcumkk 
©  81 Pendower 
© 8 2  PortMuney 
©  83 Cocran Haven (Vault)
©  84 Goran Haven LittJe Perhaver
© 8 5  Port Mellon
© 8 6  Poistreath
© 8 7  Pcntew«n
©88 Porthpean
© 8 9  Duportn
© 9 0  Charlestown
^ 9 1  Crlnn» Leisure Centre
© 9 2  Crinnis Go* Un»3
© 9 3  Par

©  110 Bibury-on-Sea South •  126 Paignton Paignton Sands
•  111 Barham 0  127 Pa**pHon Prrston Sands 
O  112 Thurtestone North ©  128 MbWcombe
© 1 1 3  Thurtestone South •  129 Torre Abbey
•  114 Hope Cove •  130 8eaco» Gove 
© 1 1 5  Salcombe South Sands ♦ U l  Meadfoot
•  116 Sakombe North Sands •  132 Redgater
•  117 MiK Bay •  133 Babbacombe
•  118 SUpton Sands Torooss ©  134 Oddicombe 
^  119 Slapton SajyJs MoMtfMMt •  135 Watcombe 
©  120 B(ackpo.3l Sands ©  136 MaWencombe
•  121 Dartmouth Castfe and SwgafyCcwe© 137 Ness Cove 
©  122 St.Mary's Bay ©  138 Sbakton
•  123 Sboristone •  139 Trignmouth Towti
•  124 Broadsarida ©  140 Teignmouth Holcombe
•  125 Goodrington ©141 Dawlish Corytoo C o e

©  142 DawSsh Town 
©  143 Dawteh Warren 
©  144 Exmwith
•  145 Sandy Bay
©  146 Budfcxjh Sakerton 
©  147 Ladram Bay 
©  148 Sidmouth Jacobs Udder
•  149 Sidmouth Town 
©  150 Beer
©  1S1 Seaton (Devon)
©  152 Lyme Regis Cobb 
B  153 Lyme Regis Church Beach 
©  154 Charmotrth West 
B  1S5 Seatown 
©  156 Eypemouth 
©  157 West Bay (W est)

©  158 Hive*
©  159 Portland Harbour Sands*** Castfe 
©  160 Portland Harbour CasUe Cove
•  161 Weymouth Central 
©  162 Weymouth lodmoor 
©  163 Church Ope Cove 
©  164 8cnvieare Cove
O  J65 Ringstead Say 
© 1 6 6  Dwdte Door West 
©  167 Dur<fi<. Ooor feast 
©  168 lulworth Covy 
©  169 Kimmeridge Bay 
©  170 Swanage Central 
© 1 7 1  SUxSano KnoS House 
© 1 7 2  Shefl 8ay North
•  173 Pooh* Harbour RocWey Sands

©  174 Poote Harbour Lake 
©  175 Pode Sandbante Car Part 
©  176 Poole Harbour Sandbanks 
©  177 Poole Shore Road Sandbanks 
©  178 Brantsome Chine'
<> 179 Bournemouth Alum CMne 
©  180 Bournemouth Duriey Chine 
©  181 Bournemouth Pier
•  182 Bournemouth Boseombe Pier
•  183 Bournemouth Fisherman's W A  
©  184 Bournemouth Southboume*
•  185 Bournemouth Hengistbury Eas*.
©  186 Christchurch Mudeford Sandbank feast
•  187 Christchurch Avon Botch 
©  188 Christchurch Friars Cifl
©  189 Cbrtetchorch Hkghclflte Castle

http://www.environment-agency.gov.uk
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Bathing water quality in England 
and Wales 2003

T h e  2003 b a th in g  w a te r  quality survey

In 2003, some 483 (9 8 .8  per cen t) of bathing waters in 

England and Wales com plied w ith  the m and atory 

m icrobiological standards of the EC Bathing W ater 

Directive. This represents an increase of over 20 per cent 

since 1990. O n ly  six waters failed to co m p ly  in 2003 

co m pared w ith  89 in 1990. All nine inland freshwater 

bathing waters co m plied. Som e 367 (75.1 per ce n t) of 

bathing waters also com plied w ith  the Directive's m uch 

Stricter guideline standards -  an increase of 50 per cent 

co m pared w ith  1990. O v e r half of all inland bathin g  waters 

com plied w ith  Lhe guideline standards. Table 1 summarises 

the im p ro ve m e n t in com pliance in England and Wales 

between 1990 and 2003.

Table 1 Bathing water compliance in England and Wales,

1990 and 2003

Year No of 
waters 

sampled

Mandatory
compliance

Guideline 
compliance '

No ol 
failing 

site*

1990 40; 318(78.1%) 102 (25.1%) 89 (21.9%)

2003 489 •*83 (9 8  8 % ) 3 6 7 (7 5  1 % ) 6 ( 1  2 % )

Net change Up 82 Up 20.7% Up $0% Down 20.7%

O v e r the past decade, m ore and m ore bathing waters have 

com plied with the Directive's standards as w ater quality 

has im proved due to  the efforts of the Environm ent Agency 

and the w ater com panies (Figure 1 on poster). W e  have 

secured a significant level of investm ent b y  the w ater 

com panies in im p ro vin g  the quality of their sewage 

effluents. The  A ge n cy has investigated and prevented 

pollution from  sources such as farm waste.

T h e  A ge n cy is w o rkin g to the target set by G o ve rn m e n t to 

ensure that the Directive's m andatory standards are m et 

consistently b y  at least 97 per cent of waters by 2 0 0 5 . W e 

are also aim ing to achieve a target of 85 per cent 

com pliance w ith  its guideline standards (using the 

European Com m ission's cnteria) by 2 0 0 5 .

N u m b e r  of identified b a th in g  waters

There  w ere 492 bathing waters in England and Wales 

identified und e r the Directive in 2003 -  five m ore than in

2 0 0 2 . O f these, 483 are situated at the coast and nine are 

inland sites. Earls Dyke in N o rth  East England was rem oved 

from  the list of identified bathing waters in 20 0 3  and there 

were six new ly identified bathin g  waters:

• Leigh Bell W harf in Essex

• Southend Chalkwell in Essex

• Southend |ubilee Beach in Essex

• Traeth U ig w y  in Anglesey

• C h u rch  Bay in Anglesey

• Borth W en in Anglesey •

Sam pling  and analysis

The Agency monitors every identified bathing water about 

once a week between M ay and September. The  bathing 

season in England and Wales officially starts on 15 M ay and 

ends on 30 September, but sam pling starts tw o  weeks 

earlier to obtain 20 samples overall. All samples arc taken at 

a predeterm ined point where the density of bathers is at its 

highest. Samples are norm ally taken in 1 m  of water and 

30cm  below  the surface.

All samples are analysed in the Agency's laboratories using 

the microbiological techniques given in o u r testing manuals. 

Th e  results are used in the annual G o ve rn m e n t report on 

bathing water quality published by the Departm ent for 

Environm ent, Food and Rural Affairs (Defra).

Bathing w a te r  quality  trends and risks

There is an inherent variability in the m icrobiological quality 

of the w ater samples collected d u rin g  the bathing season. 

The  elem ent of statistical chance introduced b y  assessing 

com pliance as either a pass o r fail based o n  20 samples 
makes it possible for previously com pliant bathing waters to 

becom e n o n -co m p lia n t in som e years due to chance. Such 

a change m ay not be significant in real terms. To account 

for this possibility, w e  also assess com pliance over rolling 

three-year periods (Figure 2 on poster).

Som e five per cent of bathing waters switched between 

being com pliant and non-com pliant for the period 2001 to 

2003. In 1990, this value was over 30 per cent. This 

decrease shows that, even w h e n  chance is taken into 

account, water quality is getting better and m ore reliably so.

In the past, poorly treated discharges from  sewage 

treatment works and other sewage outfalls affected bathing 

waters and resulted in offensive material being found on the 

shoreline. Beside this visual pollution, a m ajor part of water 

pollution was caused by m icro-organism s such as bacteria 

and viruses, w hich  potentially threaten health. Since 1990, 

the water companies have invested some £2 billion of 

funding from  their customers to im prove discharges from 

sewage treatment works and sewerage systems. M ore 

im provem ents are planned; some £ 6 0 0  million u p  to 2005. 

T h e  expenditure in the past decade has tackled m any of 

these obvious sources of pollution. For the future, 

m aintaining the perform ance of these new  systems will be 

very im portant in safeguarding bathing water quality. W e 

also propose some additional investm ent for the period 

2005 to 2010 to enable m ore bathing waters to  meet 

'guideline' standards where justified b y  costs and benefits.

Diffuse pollution will have to  be tackled if the guideline 

standards are to  be m et. Sources of diffuse pollution 

include road runoff; inadequate sewerage infrastructure (for 

exam ple, m any sewers carry both  sewage and rainwater 

and in w et w eather their capacity m a y  be insufficient to 

deal w ith  the m any-fold  increase in flo w ) and runoff from

fields w hich  m ay be contam inated w ith  slurry or m anure. 

D ogs and wildlife are also sources of diffuse pollution that 

m ay contam inate waters. W e investigate diffuse sources of 

pollution and undertake enforcem ent action to  prevent 

pollution of bathing waters.

L o n g-te rm  investm ent in im pro ving  w ater quality not only 

benefits those using bathing waters, but also the local 

econom y. G o o d  quality bathing waters have a close link 

w ith  an increased potential tor tourism.

Detailed results

Tables 2 and 3 show  the num bers and percentages of 

bathing waters in each A gency region that co m plied  with 

the Directive's m and atory and guideline standards, 

respectively. Th e  M idlands Region is not included because 

it has no bathing waters.

Table 2 2003 EC bathing waters -  mandatory compliance

Agency No of
n - I ni r»rt

Compliance Non-compliance
uaimnq
waters

No. % No. %

Anglian 38 38 100.0 0 0.0

N o rth  East 55 53 96 4 3.6

Northwest 3/ 36 97.3 1 2.7

Southern 79 79 100 0 0 0

South W e« 188 186 98.9 2 1.1

Thames 14 14 100.0 0 0.0

Wales 78 77 98.7 1 1.3

Total 489 483 98.8 6 1.2

Table 3 2003 EC bathing w a rm  -  guideline compliance

Agency No ol Compliance Non compliance
region

waters

No. % No. %

Anglian 38 32 84.2 6 15.8

North  fasl 55 36 6S.S 19 34 5

North West 37 18 48.6 19 51.4

Southern 79 61 77.2 18 22.8

South West 188 149 79.3 39 20.7

Thames 14 6 42 9 8 57.1

Wales 78 65 83.3 13 16.7

Total 489 367 75.1 122 24.9

T h e  EC Bathing W a te r  Directive

The  EC Directive o n  bathing w ater quality was adopted by 

the Council of the European C om m unities in 1975 and 

transcribed into law for England and Wales in August 1991.  

The  Directive is concerned w ith  the quality of bathing 

waters for the purpose of protecting public health and 

amenity. It requires w ater quality to  be im proved over time.

There  are tw o  types of standard: m andatory standards and 

m ore stringent guideline standards. Th e  UK m ust meet the 
m andatory standards, but has discretion about h o w  quickly 

to w o rk towards achieving the guideline standards (if they 

are not already being m et).

T h e  Directive defines a bathing w ater as "fresh or sea water 

in w hich  bathing is explicitly authorized or is not prohibited 

and is traditionally practised b y  a large n u m b e r of bathers". 

Applications to  identify new  bathing waters in England are 

considered on a case-by-case basis by Defra after 

consultation and advice from  the Agency, in Wales it is the 

responsibility of the Welsh Assembly. The  public can initiate 

identification of new  bathing waters via their local authority.

M icrobiological standards

Th e  m and atory m icrobiological standards, w hich  cannot be 

exceeded are:

• 10,000 total coliforms per 100 m l of water;

• 2 ,0 0 0  faecal coliforms per 100 m l of water.

For a bathing water to  co m p ly  w ith  the Directive, 95 per 

cent of the samples (at least 19 out of 20 taken) m ust meet 

these standards (plus othe r criteria).

Th e  guideline standards, w h ich  should be achieved where 

possible, are no m ore than:

• S 00 total coliform s per 100 m l of w ater in at least 80 per 

cent of the samples (1 6  o r m ore out of 2 0);

• 100 faecal coliform s per 100 m l of w ater in at least 80 

per cent of the samples (1 6  o r m ore o u t of 2 0);

• 100 faecal streptococci per 100 ml of water in at least 90 

per cent of the samples (1 8  or m ore out of 2 0).

Eu ropean Blue Flag scheme

O n e  of the criteria for a holiday resort to be awarded a Blue 

Flag is that its bathing w ater m ust have co m plied  w ith  the 

Directive's guideline standards in the previous season. Th e  

beach m ust also reach high m anagem ent standards. In

2003, 96 coastal bathing waters w ere awarded a Blue Flag 

in England and Wales. Th e  Blue Flag awards are announced 

in June each year. T h e  scheme is adm inistered b y  E N C A M S . 

For m ore inform ation, see the E N C A M S  website at 

w w w .e n ca m s .o rg .

T h e  E n v iro n m e n t A g e n c y

W e are the leading public b o d y  responsible for protecting 

and im p ro vin g  the enviro n m e n t in England and Wales.

Since 1989, the A ge n cy and its predecessor, the National 

Rivers Authority, have secured significant investm ent by the 

privatised w ater com panies to clean u p  coastal sewage 

discharges.

Th e  results of the 2003 and previous years' surveys of 

bathing w ater quality in England and Wales are available on 

o u r website at w w w .e n viro n m e n t-a ge n cy.go v.uk . O u r results 

for each m on itored bathing w ater d u rin g  the 2004 bathing 

season will be show n on our website and updated regularly.

Results for Scotland are available on the website of the 
Scottish Environm ent Protection A gency at w w w .sepa.org .uk 

and for N o rth ern  Ireland on the website of the Environm ent 

and Heritage Service at w w w .ehsn i.gov.uk

http://www.encams.org
http://www.environment-agency.gov.uk
http://www.sepa.org.uk
http://www.ehsni.gov.uk


North West Region
0  1 Skinbumew
0 2  5#l0th
0  3 Aftonby
O  4 Altortoy South
O s  St B w
O  6 Winder mere, fclWoot
O  i  Windermere, Mftetground Laming
©  8 WSndrrmrrr. lakeside VMCA
O  9 Seascale
©  if) Sdecroft
O  f 1 Ha-reiigy
O  >2 Askarr.-*vK<rness
©  13 Roan Head
O  14 Wall!«y West Shore
©  15 WSslney Sandy Gap
0  16 Walney Biggar Bank
O  * 7 Newfciqgin
0 1 8  AJtfngham
0  19 Bardsea

O  20 Mofecaii-iw North 
O  21 Morecambe South 
•  22 Heysham K»H Moon Bay 
0  23 Fleetwood 
O  24 Clcvriryi 
© 2$ 8lspham 
O  26 Blackpool North 
O  27 Blackpool Central 
O  28 8lackpooi Sooth 
O  29 Si Annes North 
O  30 St Annes 
O  31 Southport 
O  32 AJmdate 
O  1J Formby 
0  3-1 N m  Brighton 
0  35 Moreton 
©  36 Meoh 
0  37 West Kirtiy
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Environment Agency Wales
0  1 PresUiyn 
O  2 Rhyl
0  3 Kinmel Bay- (Sandy Cove)
O  *  Cohvyii Bay 
O  j  Llandudno Ncwih Store
0  6 Llandudno West Shore
0 1 Penmaervnawr 
0  3 Uaoddooa 
0 9  Benllech
0  «0 iraeth lltgwy*
©  I I C f n w i  
0  12 Church Bay*
O  11 Porth Dafwch 
O  14 Trearridur 8*y 
O  IS Berth Wen'
0  16 Rhosnewjf 
© 17 Abrrffraw 
0  18 Uanddwyn 
©  19 Morfa Dinlb- 
0 2 0  Abrnoch 
0  21 Pwfftcli 
0  22 Cricoeth 
O  23 Motfa Bychan 
0  24 Harlech’
O  25 Uandanwg 
O  26 Dyflryn (Uariendwyn)
0  27 Tal-y-8ont 
0 2 8  Barmouth 
O  29 Fairbourri*
©  30 Tywyn
O  31 ADerdyfi
0*2 Borth
O  33 Oarach South
O  34 Aberystwyth North
©  IS Ah<yy<.t*vyrh South
O  16 Tracth Cv.yr, n *w  Quay
©  37 Newquay Harbour
©  38 Llangrannog
©  39 Trewrfh
©  40 Aberporth
©  SI Poppil Sands
O <2 Newport
©  13 WhilesandS
© 4 4  Carris
© 4 5  Newgate
© 4 6  Broadbaveii
© 4 7  M it o a
© 4 8  Dale
O  49 West Angle
O  SO Btoadhivea South
© 5 1  Barafundle
©  52 freshwater East
© 5 3  Manotbier
0  54 Lydstep
©  55 Tfcobv South
O  56 Cast* Beach. Tenby
©  S7 Tenby North
O .S 8 Saundeisfoot
©  5? Coppet Hall
0  60 Amroth
© 6 1  Pendlne
© 6 2  Pcinbrey
0  63 Fthoss*
©  64 Port fyron Bay 
0  65 OxwKh 8ay 
©  66 Caswell Bay 
©  67 Uogfood Bay 
©  68 lirnesbitfe Bay 
©  69 Bracck-I Bay 
O  70 Swansea Bay 
O  71 Aberafan 
©  72 Rest Bay, Porthcawl 
©  73 Sandy Bay, PorthcjAl 
©  74 Trecco 8ay, Porthcawi 
0  75 Southemdown 
©  76 Cold Knap, Barry 
O  77 Whitmore Bay. Barry 
O  78 lacksom Boy. 8jrry

Berwick*
upon-Tv

Legend

O  Bathing water complies with guideline 
standards and is of good quality

Q  Bathing water complies with mandatory 
standards and is of occeptabie quality

©  Failing waters or insufficient quality

North
West

Region

Workington

Kendal
Scarborough

Not sampled or access restricted e.g. cliff erosion North
East

Region
*  New bathing waters for the 2003 season

Blackpool

Grimsby®.
Liverpool

Bangor

Midlands
Region

Norwich

Anglian
Region

Aberystwyth

Environm ent
Agency
Wales

Felixstowe
Fishguard

Thames
RegionSouth West Region

©  ! Clrvtdon Beach 
Q  2 Weston-s Mare Sand Bay 
©  3 Weilon Maxi 
©  4 Weston-i-Ma:* UphiB Slipway 
©  5 Hrean
©  6 Borrow North Ot Unity farm 
©  7 Burnham Jetty 
© 8 B5«e Anchor West 
O  9 Dumter North West 
©  10 Mirtehead Termintij 
© 1 1  Podock We*- 
©  12 lynnvxith 
O  13 Combe Martin 
©  14 Ilfracombe Hefc 
0 1 5  lltracowbe Capitone OASdewnouth) 
©  16 ntocorobe Tunnels Beach 
©  17 Barhcaoe fcUy. Woolacombe 
©  18 Woolacoroiv V ti.vjc 
©  19 WooUcombc Putiboroiiqh 
© 2 0  CroyrJeBay 
©  2 ) Sauntort Sands 
0  22 mstow 
©  23 W «tw ,vO  Hoi 
©  24 Itsrtiand Quay 
©  25 Sude Sandy .Sfexith 
©  26 Bode CtookleU 
0  27 Bode Sumiweriea/e 
©  28 Wdemouth Sand 
0  29 Cra<k«'sgton Haven 
©  .30 Trcbarwith Stnpd 
© 3 1  Poireath 
0  32 Ddyiner Bay 
O  33 Rock 
0  34 Trevone Bar>
O  35 Hjytyn Bay 
©  36 Mother h iy $  8ay 
©  37 Comtantine Bay 
O  38 Treyamon Bay 
©  39 Porthcothan 
©  40 Mawgan Porth 
0  41 Watergate 
©  42 Perth 
©  43 LuUy CUuxr 
©  44 Tokome 
© 4 5  Great Western 
© 4 6  TO-wan 
©  47 Fwraf 
©  48 Crantoc*
0  49 Holywell Bay 
©  SO Perranporth Pcnhale Sards.
©  51 Perranporth VUtage Did 
0  52 rievaunance Cove 
O  S3 Poclhtowan 
©  S4 Portreoth 
O  S5 The Towan> (Codrevy)

Cardiff
6 77 ¥

78 4

66 68 Q>_/3 
6 5  6 7  7 2  O  

7 3  74

1 5 1 4 1 3  12 1 1 1 (

h  ^  Minehead

ReadingBristol

Ramsgate'South
West

Region
Southern

Region

Hastings &
$ Southampton

Truroj

56 The Tov/ans fHayte)
57 Carbis Bay Porth Kidney Sands
58 Carbs Bay Station Beach
59 Porthmfoswr
60 Porth CwWden
61 Porthmeof
62 Sennen
63 Porthcumo
64 Mount's Say W h«ny Icwn 
6> Mount's Bay Penzance
66 Mount's feay l^diport
67 Mount's Bay lilHe Hofgus
68 Perran Saivh
69 Praa Saixh West
70 Praa Sands £a«
71 Porthieven
72 CwnwaBoc Cove
73 PokJhu Cove
74 PottuHan Cove
75 Kennack Sands
76 Coverack
77 Porthoostock
78 Porthafiow
79 M am  Porth

0 8 0  SwanpooJ 
©  B1 Cy«yngvase 
© 8 2  Porthcumak 
© 8 3  Pendower 
© 8 4  Porthluney 
0  85 Goffift Haven (VaoK)
©  86 Corran Haven (Jttle Perhave*
© 8 7  PortMeHon
©  88 PolstrN«h
© 8 9  Pffltewan
©  90 Porthpean
© 9 1  DopOrtli
© 9 2  Charlestown
O  93 Chnnis leisure Centre
© 9 4  Cnnms Coif lirAs
© 9  5 Par

O  96 Poifceois ©  H 2
O  97 Readymorey 0  113
©  98 East Looe ©  114
©  99 Mifl-Mxlrrafh © 1 1 5
©  100 Seaton (Cornwall) O  <16
©  101 Oownderry 0  117
©  102 Portwimkte © 1 1 8
©  103 Cawsand ©  119
©  104 Kingsa»yl ©  ’ 20
O  105 Plymouth Hoe W « t  ©  121
©  106 Plymouth Hoe East ©  *22
0  107 Bovisand •  i23
©  108 Wembory ©  124
©  109 Mothecombe ©  125
©  110 ChaHaborough ©  126
©  111 Biqbuty-on-SeaNor* © 1 2 7

Bkjbory on-Srj Soirth ©  128
Bantham O  129
T h u ^ t o i*  North O  130
Thy/Iestor* Sooth ©  131
Hope Cove © 1 3 2
S»Jcombc South Sands ©  133
Sakombr North Sands ©  134
Mill Bay ©  »JS
Slapton Sands Torcross ©  136
Slapton Sands Monument O  137
Blackpool Sands © 1 3 8  
Dartmouth CastJe and Sugary Cove ©  139
St Mary's Bay ©  140
Sfioalstone ©  141
BfO*JsaMj> ©  142
Coodrfngton 0 143

Paignton, Paignton Sands ©  144
Paignton, Preston Sands ©  145
HoKkosnbe ©  146
Torre Abbey © 1 4 7
Beacon Cove ©  148
Meadfoot O  149
ftedgair ©  150
Babbacombr ©  I SI
Ovidttcxnbc O  152
Watcombe ©  153
Maidencombe ©  l S4
Ness Cove © 1 5 5
ShaJdon ©  156
Teignmouth Town ©  )$7
Teignmouth Hcfcombc ©  15S
Dawfish Coiytofl Cove ©  159

DawHisn Town ©  160
Oawlish WJrten ©  161
fjemouth ©  162
Sandy 8»y ©  163
Sudleigh Skerton ©  16-1
Ladram Bay © 1 6 5
Sbdmouth lacob's udder ©  166
Sadmouth Tcavti ©  167
Beer ©  168
Seaton (Devon) ©  169
Lyme Regis Cobb © 1 7 0
Lyme Segis Church Beach © 1 7 1
Charmouth West © 1 7 2
Seatown ©  173
Eypf mouth ©  1/4
Wc- t̂ Bay (sVc-fl) © 1 7 5

Hive ©  176 
Portlaod Haibour SandsJoot Castle ©  177 
PorttAod Harbour Castle Cove ©  1 78
W^ymooth Central ©  179
Weymouth Lodmoor ©  180
Church Ope Cove ©  181
Bcnvtea/e Cove ©  1B2
Rirvgstead Bay © 1 8 3
OurcBfr Door West © 1 8 4
ChjrcHe Door tast O  185
UAvorth Cove ©  186
Kimmcridge Bay ©  187
Swa’tage Central ©  188
Stud land KooK House ©  189
She« Say North O  190
Poole Harbour RocUey Sands ©  191

Poole Harbour Lake 
Poole Sandbanks Cat Park 
Poole Harbour Sandbanks 
Poole’ Shore Road Sandbanks 
Branksome Chine 
Bournemouth Akim Chine 
Bournemouth Diirfcy Chine 
Bournensouth Pier 
Bournemouth Boscombe Piet 
8oornen»uth fisherman's Walk 
Bournemouth Southboixne 
Bournemouth Hengistfeory West 
ChmtcK>rch Muddwd Sancftunk Fast 
Christchurch Avon 8each 
Christchurth Friar's CMI 
Christchurch Highdrfte Casde

F ig u re  1 Tre nd s  in the  rate of c o m p lia n c e  w ith  the  B ath ing  W aters D irective 

for E n g la n d  a n d  Wales, 1 9 9 0  to 2 0 0 3

North East Region
O i  Spinal 
© 2  Bamburgh Cattir 
0 3  Sftahouses North 
© 4  Beadnefl 
© 5  Low Newtoo 
© 6  Warkwor*
0 7  AroWe links
0 8  DrurWge Bay
0 9  Ncwbiqgin North 
© 1 0  Newbiggln South 
©  11 BtyOx South Bm.1;
© 1 2  Se»too Sluice 
© 1 5  WhrfeyBay
© 1 4  lynemouth CuHercoats
0 15 fyneraouth Long S*m3: North
©  16 Tynemouth long Santh Sooth
0 17 Tynemouth King f  dwards. ftay
© IB  South Shields
© 1 9  Maisden
© 2 0  Whitburn North
© 21 Roker/Whttbum South
© 2 7  Si*ham Beach
© 2 3  Sejham Hat Beach (Remind Home)
0 2 4  Crimocc
0 2 5  Seawtv C xw t North.
026 Searoi> Ca<fe« Centre 
0 2 /  SwtonCarwr North Care 
© 2 8  Rrcirar Coatham
0 »  Re<Jt»r lifeboat Station 
0X3 R«UoirGn**«e 
O i l  Reoca; 5feay 
0 3 2  Seaat M vsto Sands 
© 3 3  Valtbum 
0 3 4  Staithes 
055 Runswick Bay 
© 3 6  Sandsend 
©  37 m x t*
0 »  Robin'Hoods Bay 
O  39 Scafboroogh North toy
© 4 0  Srarboreogh South 8ay 
0 4 !  Cayloo Bay 
© 4 2  Fitey
043 Rsighcon
0 4 4  fumborough North landing 
© 4S  FUmborough Sooth lancfcog
0 4 6  Danes Oyto, «amborot«gh
0 4 7  BricBmgton North BtacTi 
0*8 Bckflingjon SouOi Beach 
©4*7 wilsmorpe
© 5 0  fraijthorpc 
© 51 BaonUoo
0 5 2  Skipsea
0 5 3  Hornsea 
© 5 4  tooaaH 
0 5 5  Wrtthmvwa

Anglian Region
© ’ i Cleethorpes
O  7 Mabtcthnrpr Town
©  3 Sutton-un Sea
©  4 Moggs iyv
©  5 Aruhsby
©  6 Chapel St Leonard
0  7 tngqldmeSh South
©  5 Skegness
O  9 Hear ham
O  10 Hunstanton Main Bcj»l>i
O  i t  Hunstanton Beach
O  12 Wefts
O 13 Sfcenngham
©  14 Crumcr
O 15 Mundesley
q  16 Sea Paflinq
©  17 Herraby
©  18 CaisierPotot
©  19 Crcai Yarmouth North
©  20 Great VamsouUi P«ei
©  71 Creat va*mouth South
©  22 Gorleslon Beach
©  23 lowestott (Gordon Dert€4)
©  24 Inwrsmft (North of CiartmoM Pief)
©  25 loweston (South at Clatemonl Pxn)
©  76 Southwold The Pipr
©  27 Soutliwoid The Denes
©  28 feo«towe North
©  29 Fefticstowe South
O  30 Dove*xoun
O  31 Walton
©  32 Ffinton
©  13 HoBand
©  34 OflClon
O  35 Clacton (Groyne 41)
0  36 faywirk
©  37 SrighCfogsea
©  38 ’Atest Mcrva

Thames Region
0  1 Cotswold* Water Park Lake 
©  2 Shoebory Fasl 
0  3 Shoeburyness 
O  4 Southend Thorpe 8ay 
0  5 5out|-nd (ub*ee*
0  6  Southend Three Shefe 
0  7 Southend Westctn Bay 
© 3  Southend Chalkwell*
0  9 Leigh Bell Wharf*
©  10 Hampstead Heath (lacJ-.-s Pond; 
0  11 Hampstead HeaUs (Men's Pond) 
0  12 Hampstead Heath <Mi*ed fond) 
0  13 The Serpentine - Hyde Part.
©  u  Frensham Great Pond

S o u t h e r n  R e g io n

©  1 Sheemcss 
0  2 Leysdown 
©  i  v v w  Beach 
0  4 Heme Bay Central 
©  5 Heme Bay 
©  6 Minnh Bay 
©  7 Westgate Bay 
©  8 St Mildred t Bay 
0  9 Westbrook Bay 
©  10 Margate the Bay 
0  11 Marqatr Fulsjm Rock 
O  12 Walpole Bay 
0  13 Borany Bay 
©  14 loss Bay 
©  15 Stone Bay
©  16 Bruadstairs
©  17 Ramsgate Mam Sands 
0  18 Ramsgate 
©  19 Sandwich Bav 
©  20 Deal Cast*
©  21 St Margarets Bay 
©  22 Folkestone 
©  23 sandgate
©  24 Hythe 
©  75 OymchiKeh 
©  26 St Mary s Bay 
©  27 uttlestone 
©  28 Camber 
©  29 Wvctwttea
©  10 Hastings
©  31 St Leonards
O 37 Bcxhill
O 33 Norman's 8a>
©  34 Perensey Bay
©  IS  Eastbourne
©  36 B ir^gG ap
© 3 7  Ssaford
©  38 ^«ewhavm
©  39 SaXdeam
©  40 Brighton 
©  41 H o*
©  47 Soythwick 
©  43 Soulli Lancing 
©  44 WortNng 
©  45 liltlehampton 
O 46 MxMteton-on-sea
0  <7 Felpham 
©  48 Bogisoi Regis Easi 
©  49 Bognor firgis 
©  SO Pagham 
0  Si Sclsey 
©  52 8-acWesham Bay 
©  53 Wes? Wittering '
©  54 Vrrst ol Eastofcp 
©  55 West Beachlands 
©  56 West Hayling 
0  57 Easttsey 
O 58 Souths**
©  59 Slokm Bay 
©  60 lee-cvi-Solent 
©  61 Hilthcad 
©  62 Calstiot 
©  63 I W  
©  64 MiHord-ors sea 
©  6S Christchurch Bay 
©  66 Highrliffe 
©  67 Compton Elay 
©  68 lotland 8-v,
©  69 Colwell Bay 
O  70 Gurnard 
©  71 Co>«es 
©  72 Ryde 
©  73 Sr-agrove 
©  74 S< Helens
©  7S Bembndge 
©  76 Wlutecfiffe 6ay 
©  77 sa.sdown 
©  78 Shanklin 
©  79 Ventnor

B  Achieved m andatory 
standards

■  Achieved guideline 
standards

F i g u r e  2

100%
9 0 %

8 0 %

7 0 %

6 0 %

5 0 %

4 0 %

3 0 %

20%
10%
0%

C o n s is te n cy of m a n d a ro ry  c o m p lia n ce  ovet rolling  thre e-ye ar periods

1990 1 991 1992- 1993- 1994- 1995- 1996- 1997- 1998- 1999- 2000- 2001- 
3992 1993 1994 ?995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003

Failed 3/3 

Failed 1-2/3 

Failed 0/3

For more information on water quality at 
your local beach go to our internet site: 
www.environment-agency.gov.uk

E n v i r o n m e n t
A g e n c y

http://www.environment-agency.gov.uk

