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The North East
Snapshot of the environment

The North East has some of the most 
spectacular countryside in the UK. There are 
four national parks -  the Northumberland 
National Park, North York Moors, Yorkshire 
Dales and part of the Peak District National 
Park -  as well as several stretches of heritage 
coast. The region is also heavily industrialised, 
particularly in Tyneside, Teesside, West and 
South Yorkshire and along the Humber Estuary. 
Textile, chemical, refining and steel production 
industries play an important role in the local 
economy but put a major strain on the 
environment, particularly the region's rivers.

Main issues
Flood ing

There are 257,000 properties at risk from 
flooding in the N orth East. Some com m unities 
experienced their worst flooding for 400 years 
in Autumn 2000. The Environment Agency has 
pressed for extra funds to tackle the problem  
and is building many new flood defences, 
including those at Selby, Barlby, Mahon, 
N orton, Pickering, Gowdall and Stamford 
Bridge. The region has also seen an increase in 
the num ber o f properties built in areas at risk 
from flooding in the last five years. The 
Agency is working w ith local authorities to 
m inim ise the impact o f  further developments 
in the flood plain, and we often object to 
planning applications.



The good news is:

• The quality of rivers and bathing waters has 
improved significantly in recent years

• The Environment Agency is working closely 
with local organisations to help clean up the 
North East's contaminated former industrial 
sites

• Air quality is generally good in most areas 
and improving

• The Agency is building, improving and 
maintaining flood defences, and developing 
increasingly effective flood warning systems

Waste
According to the most recent figures, 86 
percent of the North East Region’s household 
waste is disposed of in landfill sites and only 
six percent recycled or composted. In contrast, 
4  1 percent of industrial and commercial waste 
is landfilled, w ith 44 percent recycled or re
used. Over the next two decades EU legislation 
w ill drastically reduce the amount of 
household waste that can be landfilled. This is 
w hy some local authorities are considering 
building new municipal waste incinerators. 
The Environment Agency is urging that less 
waste is produced and much more is recycled.
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Air quality
Although much of the region enjoys good air 
quality, some industrial areas and heavy traffic 
routes are still a concern. Nitrous oxide 
releases are a particular problem — of all the 
releases from industry regulated by the Agency 
in England and Wales, over three quarters 
come from this region, despite an 80 percent 
reduction between 1998 and 2000. Ozone 
levels also remain a problem as a result of 
increasing traffic and the Agency is continuing 
its work with local authorities to regulate 
industrial emissions.
Although sulphur dioxide emissions have 
dropped by a third in the last three years, the 
region’s emissions still account for 20 percent 
of the national total.The Agency is continuing 
to work with the energy industry to reduce 
these emissions. In 2000, for example, we 
helped cut sulphur dioxide emissions at Drax 
Power Station by 88,000 tonnes a year.

Land quality

Compared to other parts o f England, the 
region has a relatively high proportion  o f 
contaminated or derelict land. The Agency 
encourages the clean up and re-use o f this 
land to help reduce the pressure on 
undeveloped areas, which often provide 
valuable wildlife habitats. For example, w e’re 
currendy helping Kirklees M etropolitan 
Borough Council and a local com pany clean 
up creosote leaching from an o ld  tarworks 
into the River Calder at Mirfield.
See the North East Region's web pages at 
www.environment-agency.gov.uk/regions 
/northeast or call 0845 9 333 111 for more 
information

http://www.environment-agency.gov.uk/regions
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N O R T H  E A S T  R E G I O N  A D D R E S S E S

REGIO NAL OFFICE 
Environment Agency 
Rivers House 
21 Park Square South 
Leeds LSI 2QG 
Tel: 0113 244 0191 
Fax: 0113 246 1889

N O RTH U M BRIA  
AREA O FFICE 
Environment Agency 
Tyneside House 
Skinnerburn Road 
Newcastle Business Park 
Newcastle-upon-Tyne 
NE4 7AR
Tel: 0191 203 4000 
Fax: 0191 203 4004

DALES AREA OFFICE 
Environment Agency 
Coverdale House 
Amy Johnson Way 
Clifton Moor 
York Y030 4GZ 
Tel: 01904 692 296 
Fax: 01904 693 748

R ID INGS AREA OFFICE 
Environment Agency 
Phoenix House 
Global Avenue 
Leeds LS11 8PG 
Tel: 0113 213 4600 
Fax: 0113 213 4609

—  Area Administrative Boundaries

—  Regional Boundary 

•  Area Office

a  Regional Headquarters

w w w .environm ent-agency.gov.uk

E N V I R O N M E N T  A G E N C Y  
G E N E R A L  E N Q U I R Y  L I N E0845 9 333 111
E N V I R O N M E N T  A G E N C Y

O O D I N0845  988 1188
E N V I R O N M E N T  A G E N C Y  
E M E R G E N C Y  H O T L I N E0800  80 70 60

E n v ir o n m e n t  Ag e n c y

NATIONAL LIBRARY & 
INFORM ATION SERVICE

MIDLANDS REGION
Olton Court, 10 Warwick Road 

Olton. Solihull B92 7HX E n v ir o n m e n t
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