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elcome to Richard Fair-
clough House the new
and permanent base of
the ‘National Rivers

Authority in the North West,

The move from our temporary ac-
commodation at New Town House in
he centre ofWarrln%ton has been
on?awalted_, butlhope you wﬂla_giree
that the wait has been worthwhile.
Richard Fairclough House Is per-
fect for us not onlyas a building but
also geogra nically with 1t being so
convénienttor the motorway network
which gives such easy access to all of
our region.

As Richard Falrclough School, the
building has long beeil important to
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A new homefor
the National
RIVers Authontg
In the north west

the people of Warrington who_have
always referred to it a5 ‘Dickie Flour-
bags” a reference to the Fairclough
faml_la/’s involvement in milling, Con-
tinuing to honour Richard Falrclourqh
was the least that we could do. |t also
ensures that we are seento beRIa mgi
our part Jn becoming part ofthe foca
community. ,

The name of Richard Ta)(lor F%lr-
clo\}l]gh may not mean muchto you but
without doubt, upon hearing thie name
of our new he, d(%uarters, ou will
hav%wondered Jus who the man was,
In this_pooklet we provide you not
only with an answer to that question
butalso a briefhistory ofthe Building
and Its surroundingareas.
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ver}q generattonrprowdes us
with a handful ofpeople who
fan ?enulne ly be saldto have
eft their mark in a positive

way. Richard Taylor Fairclough was

one such man.

Born in 1844 in Earlestown, and

educated at Winwick Grammar
School before movmg onto Liverpool
CoIIege he moved t0 Warrington in
1864 a ter spendlnﬁ] five years in the
tea tra e in Manchester,

In Warrin onheopene outa con-

?ctton In eshtre for the Mersey
Flour Mills.

Throughout his long working life
he showed superh business acimen
which wag proven by the continued
success of the company his father,
James Falrc ou h Senior, had set up
In th eearg/ sOnto ofthis he
took an active part in th emanage
ment of the Longford Wire Works™ of
which he was a director for 20 years,
and the Alliance Box Company where
he was Chairman for a number of

ears.

ut his success as a businessman

1S not the main reason for the
Peogle of Warrmgrton rememb ermg

ame Richard ay lor Fairclough

n 1889 he was e ecied to the coun

a position he held unti

eanwhlle he had been appomted a

representattve of the corporation.on
w Mersey and Navigation

As well as this work he was also a
Justice ofthe Peace for 37 years.
Richard Fatrclou hs%rea estwor
however, wa n educationali ﬁ
For 55 \(ears ewas treasurer oft
Paroch al School and in 1903 he was
m(a e a member ofthe hewl formed
ucgtton Committee for the town.
ddition to this he was chairman
ofthe Sites and Bmldtng Committee
and a representative manager ofthe
Bolton Council School.
The many Saturdays he spentwith
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spade and wheel barrow, ratsmg with
cinders the level ofa plot of [and next
to the Parochial School s that the
uptlscouldhaveabtglger layground,
vyereat |ca example ofhis dedtca-
ttc\)/h/to tuca |on]c ool
hen the site for a new school in
Latchford had‘ been_approved the
tBorou gh Edu%attton Co mltteet taﬁk
he opportupity to commemarate the
wor pcﬁ‘Rlch %t Falhclou gh by nam-

t SC o after
,& urtﬂw Was not present, due
t0| ealth atthe opening ofthe
school In 1934 he.djd se damessaﬁe
0 the pup| S WhICh ended with
wors ng];ood not only good, but
good for somethin
Rlchar Fairclou hdledftvemonthg|
later an ttsates Ementtothe%oo
work carried out by the man that
o owm tt#e change of usa?e of the
school t0 office accommodation that
the National RIVGtSAUthOtIt}( should
choosetocontlnuehonourmg he man
by a optlng as the name fo the new
tlt_lea quartérs ‘Richard Fairclough
0USE.



A school ahead of
Its time - Boy's

Own stories and
ghostly goings on ¢

ichard Fairclough’s was
without doubt, a school
ahead of Its trme Archr

tects S. Wright and
Hamlett desig neathe cI%ssroomswr

an emphasrs on light and airy oondr

Trhe schaol offered excellent facili-
ties esp ecrallg for sub ects Irke do-
mestrc sciencé, woodwark and chem-
IStry buf as the times rctated there
Y;/as strigt S egre atron ettween the
osan % schools, a fact which
ex lains the outstandrng symmetr
of he orig rnaI burldrng Indéed one of
th emarn chool rules was no frater-
nising with members of the opposite
SeX. egregatron even went as far as
two portralts of Richard Fairclough
one for the hrls and one for the ho si
e rrs ea master of the

school, Rob ertHunmgn took f
role velyserrousl Indeed. He re u
larly st essed the“importance of
trarnrng of teachers and demanded
totaI“commrtment from his staff say-

It 1S %tremen ous responsrbrl
|t thatwe ave on our hands, the sa-
cfedness ofhuman ersonalrty never
Iet us betray that trust.”

Reginald %ddock replaced Robert
Hunman as nead in 1957 and not
only mirrored the hrrlyh standards of
his predecessor but introduced, new
an Innovative rdeas He believed
Irm h/ in breaking down the barriers
wh ro exrsted between the school and
the local people, pioneering commu-

nity orientated education which be-
came known as The Fairclough Tra-
drtron But It 1s as an author ot boys
a venture books that he is perhaps
%tter nowg eCorrr an se |{s
Ich started with ‘Corrigan an t
hrte Cobra” In 1956, nat only met
wrt %reat syccess In this colintry,
but W s published in several differ-
ent languages.
AT 05Chool would be complete wrth
out Its ghost story, and chhar
Faircl udhs IS no exception. F Et J
careta Harod Fo oé) often tal
ofthe time he sp otte a mysterious
ookrnr\rNat hrm from the staff
roo window when he knew there
Was nobo h else In the Jbuilding.
dd to that the stories of sounds
and smells such as the shuffling of
feet ann one of the Iandrn[qsw en
no oaywas about, the smell'ofcook-
bacon and tobacco that appear
rom nowhere and the famous room
20 ere ban rn noises were h ar
ﬁNt waterno ercameonwrth
no uman andan youhave
enou mystery and intrige to en-
sure hat [ate nilghts at the office are
deafrrtrjutely not something to look for-
W
But think posrtrvely At least you
will never be lonely!
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AN ariel view of
h% oqda”rechva'?bv ’

a]rc ough

%Robert
unman, frrst
ea master of the
Boys School.
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HERE'S a certain irony In
the fact that the new heag-
guarters ofthe NR A shauld
e srf[uated at a tjfus
yards awa rom an an |ent
acrosst e River Mersey, which has
been the focal point ofhuman settle-
ments |n the Warrrngton area for
over 3
A thoug} today the ford no longer
exists e course of the river was
altered inth eearlg 18th Century In
ancttemotto mak the Mersey navr-
able as %sManc ester - |ts Im-
%ortance to the town of Warrington
and the surrounding areas should

One ofthe earliest known pictures_depicting the
Rrver Mersey in Warrington, circa 1790.
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not he forgotten.
Berng the lowest point at which the
Mersey could be crossed by foot, War-
rrngton or 0 be moye precise Laich-
became one of the focal points
for Bronze Age traders who supplied
tools and implements made in Ire-
land to both Settlers in the area and
travellers who, converged on Latch-
ford in their journeyS north and

\ arrrngton Museum displays sev-
dera ronze. tools ﬁnd weaPons
incly gaspearheadt at was found
at the weir in 1954 only to be broken
byworkmen whowere Using itto play
darts with!

Warrington did not really develop
as atownuntilthe Romansarrived in
18 A.D. soon after the occupation of
Chester when the area hecame an in-
dusérral hive of activity with the
production of pottery, gfass-making
and ore smeltrnd

The name of Latchford, which
means ‘3 ford at a bogqy Iace did not
Firogear In wrrtrnrlr | t e reign of

hard | (1189 1992 when thé 6th
Earl ofChester drant d one Huqh de
Boydell the rights to charge a toll for
Use ofth ford at atchfo This con-
SRR
famrI W 0 lived on the north srde of
ersey, The Boteler family
erected a brrdge across the Mersey
and were granted pontage -the rignt
to collect tolls, and the Boydglls
seemed to see this as encroaching on
their income from the toll charged for
crossrn? the ford.
rp hefeud reached suoh apitchthat
an enqu% y Was hte |nt ronCtoa
sworn jur enant of Ches-
ter and ?terr?tyof Cheshire in
1354, Otter feelrngs and reseptment
persisted even after the enquiry and
when the brrdge was reconstructed
In 1364, Rocya protection had to be
given to all concerned - from SrrJohn
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Boteler himselfdown o the stopema-
sons and carpenters for fear of dam-
age which may have been caused by
ertarn enemies”.
The earl}/ part of the 19th century
or

A
hapt Had mcreasenl {0

166 mam due to the increase In
cotton man factrtrrrlngI

ater was still playin amaor
W part in the devpeloypmgent of
area at th%t time wrt th ﬁ Merse

nownavrga errghtt roug to al-
chester an te ii ana
known y as te Black Bear
M (f was constrncte] d o riI-
eBrr agewaterCana Ich ran
t rou enhall
ua%CanaIwasIarqu re-
s onsrble or t

e developm
tanning industry ?n La@ch?orc? and

WIE
%Xir“iinC.enrrrrrreronarrood

SW%rd w G A Car er ma
E P ess rea fro ear-
lest sef erst roug tomode rntrmes

Latcr'ror S fistory
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= A selection of Bronze Age tools found at Latchford

In 1954
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