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The Lune area is popular w ith visitors. 

In the east are the fells w ith picturesque 

villages o f  Sedbergh, Kirkby Lonsdale 

and Ingleton. W hilst the coast has the 

holiday resort o f  M orecambe. The area

has superb rivers o f good quality clean 

water. The River Lune rises in the 

Cumbrian fells and flows out into the 

Irish Sea just down river o f Lancaster.

T h e  Lune area w as o n ce  o n e  o f  the m ost 

im p ortan t fisheries in England for salm on 

and trout. However, over the last ten years 

th e  populations o f  these fish have fallen.

T his is due to  a num ber o f  reasons 

including lack o f  suitable places in the 

river for fish to spawn (lay their eggs) 

and due to fluctuations in river flows.

As fishing is an im portant recreational 

and com m ercial activity in the Lune area 

w e are concentrating our efforts on 

im proving the size and health o f  fish
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Key successes

• 10km  o f  fencing and over 4 ,0 0 0  

trees planted w ith  the Lune Habitat 

Group at n ine sites along the River 

Lune at Tebay, River W enning and 

River Rawthey.

• Major w ork w ith  the Lune Habitat 

Group to  protect the River Lune 

from erosion  at Bow derdale.

• Creation o f  a safe haven pond for 

fish at N ew biggin -on-L un e.

• Net lim itation  ord er and new  bylaws 

to protect fish stocks on  the Lune.

• Supported M iddleton Hatchery Group 

who collected  over 6 5 ,0 0 0  fish eggs 

and later released fry in to  the Lune.

Key fu tu re  ac tions

• Fit Elver Pass at Skerton W eir for 

young eels.

• Improve fish access to the River 

Conder and River Keer.

• Enforce Bylaws.

• Continue riverbank im provem ent 

projects.
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populations. To do this we are working 

w ith landow ners, farm ers and voluntary 

groups such as die Lune Habitat Group 

and Angling Clubs.

This approach has led to real 

environm ental im provem ents in the 

Lune area. For exam ple, along the River 

Rawthey we have planted over 3 ,5 0 0

'

trees and fenced 10km  o f  riverbank. 

This protects the riverbank from  being 

washed away and spoiling spawning 

grounds w hilst the trees encourage a 

variety o f  w ildlife to flourish.

These im provem ents to rivers and 

riverbanks have also led to  otters 

returning to the Lune area, as the result 

o f  o u r recent survey proved.

We also like to feel that people benefit 

from  our work. Public footpaths allow  

people to explore the beauty o f  the 

Lune area and we are keen to  encourage 

people to try fishing as a relaxing 

hobby or sport. To give everyone the 

opportunity to fish for salm on we now  

offer affordable day tickets at our ow n 

fisheries at Skerton, Lower H olton and 

U pper H olton. To preserve fish 

populations salm on and trout caught 

at our fisheries are returned to the river, 

indeed we recently introduced a bylaw 

that lim its fisherm en to taking four 

salm on a season. W hilst our work has 

brought benefits for people and w ildlife 

there is still m uch m ore we would like 

to achieve.
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bathing water quality

Until recently crude sewage from 

Morecambe was discharged into 

Morecambe Bay, so unsurprisingly 

the bathing water beaches at 

Morecambe North, Morecambe South 

and Heysham Half Moon Bay failed to 

meet European Standards.

In recent years there have been major 

improvements to the sewerage network 

in the Morecambe area.

Key successes

• M orecam be North Beach has 

com plied  w ith European standards 

for the last four years.

• A new W astewater Treatment W orks 

is in operation at M iddleton to treat 

sewage from  M orecam be area.

• M orecam be Bay Bacteriological 

Study published.

• N orth West Bathing Water Forum  

Partnership set up in Septem ber 1999  

to  share inform ation and know ledge 

in the quest to guarantee com pliance 

w ith  the European standards.

• I I Storm  overflow s improved and a 

program m e in place to deal w ith the 

rem aining 2 1.

• Secondary biological treatm ent has 

been added to Lancaster W astewater 

Treatm ent Works.

Key fu tu re  actions

• C ontinue to  investigate reasons for 

poor bacteriological water quality.

• M onitor im provem ents to 

W astewater Treatm ent W orks at 

Galgate, Glasson, Heysham, 

M orecam be, Lancaster and 

Carnforth over the next five years.P h o to g r a o §  co urtesy of Lancashire C o u n ty  Council
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Floods and droughts are natural forces 

so we cannot stop them , but we can 

low er the risks.

T h e re  are m an y p laces in the Lune area 

that ca n  su ffer fro m  flood s. W e w ork 

c lo se ly  w ith  lo ca l a u th o rities  to  m aintain  

o r  im p ro v e  flo o d  d efen ces , w h ere  

p ra ctica b le . W e also o p erate  a fo u r-co d e  

f lo o d  w a rn in g  system  for p u b lic  benefits.

T h e  sy stem  is:

T h is is a general early alert 

to  all properties at risk o f  

flooding.

D esignated flood w arning areas 

rece iv e  a d irect w arn in g  by an 

au to m ated  te lep h o n e  system .

S h o u ld  th e  situ ation  

d eterio ra te  a severe floo d  

w a rn in g  is issued.

An ‘All C lear’ is issued 

w h e n  the threat o f  flo o d in g  

has passed.

T h is  new  system  involves the em ergency 

services and local cou n cils  to make sure 

w e all w ork effectively together to provide 

an excellent service.

There are parts o f  the Lune area that suffer 

from  too  little water at certain times o f  the 

year. In particular the River Conder can 

suffer low water levels. This is partly due to 

British Waterways taking water out o f  the 

river for use in the Glasson Branch o f the 

Lancaster Canal. This situation is being 

considered as part o f  British Waterways plans 

to  build the Ribble Link at Savick Brook.

Key successes

• In trod uction  o f  new  four-code flood 

w arn ing system .

• In trod u ction  o f  three designated 

flood  w arn ing areas at,

H ornby w arn ing 3 9  properties, 

Skerton Pool, Lancaster warning 

111 properties and

Lancaster, w arn ing 8 5 0  properties.

• New flood  w arning station built 

at St G eorge’s Quay, Lancaster.

• Developed links w ith  British 

W aterways to plan w ater allocation 

for the Lancaster Canal on Ribble Link.

Key fu tu re  actions

• Continue to prom ote four-code 

flood w arning system .

• Review w ater abstraction licences 

to  reduce the effects o f  low  flow s

• Produce a Catchm ent A bstraction 

M anagem ent plan (CAM s).

• W ork w ith  local authorities and 

developers to make sure new  

buildings o r roads do not increase 

the risk o f  flooding.



and improvements



Improving
river water quality
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Many factors can affect river water 

quality, such as discharges of sewage 

effluent from Wastewater Treatment 

Works, storm sewage overflows and 

wrong connections to sewers.

The m ajority o f  the Lune area is rural 

w ith farm ing being one o f  the main 

businesses. In the uplands sheep and 

b e e f cattle are farm ed w ith dairy herds 

b ecom in g m ore com m o n  on  the low er 

grounds and around Galgate there is 

som e land used for grow ing crops. Poor 

farm ing practices, particularly relating 

to the use o f  sheep-dip and slurry have 

led to som e pollution problem s. These 

problem s are evident on the upper parts 

o f  the River Lune, the upper part o f  the 

River Keer and along the River W enning.

In urban areas hom es that have incorrectly 

plum bed appliances in to  the surface 

w ater drain are causing som e w ater 

quality problem s around Burrow  Beck 

in Lancaster. W hilst drainage from  the 

Vickers and W hite Lund Industrial Estates 

are causing w ater quality problem s in 

O xcliffe Dyke 011 the outskirts o f  Lancaster.
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• W ater quality has been  improved 

in Artie Beck as w rong connections 

in Caton have been rectified.

• M ini cam paign at W hite Lund 

Industrial Estate has led to improved 

housekeeping such as the bunding 

o f  the o il storage area.

Key fu tu re  actions

• C ontinue to resolve w rong 

con n ectio n s to the sewerage netw ork.

We feel th a t these im provem ents  
w ith in  th e  Lune area w ill bene fit 
people and w ild life  today and fo r  
fu tu re  generations.

We would like to thonk the Central Area  

Environment Group for their support in the 

production of this document.
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